
1 PACIFIC 1 

WAR ON TERRORISM 

FACES 

1 North Korea delivers 

Pentagon identifies 

Singer Derulo looks 

1 ultimatum to South as 

2 soldiers killed in 

across Pacific for 

1 US talks break down 

Afghanistan on Friday 

K-pop inspiration 

1 Page 2 

Page 6 

Page 17 


Cinderella yet to emerge as NCAA tourney enters Sweet 16 » 


Back page 


STARS 



STRIPES. 

stripescom 


Volume 77, No. 242 ©ss 2019 MONDAY, March 25, 2019_^«¥ 5 o 500/Free to Deployed Areas 



Wyatt OLSON/Stars and Stripes 

Army Reserve Maj. James Wilson, a primary care doctor, examines a child earlier this month at La Encamacion, Honduras. 


Managing expectations 


In Central America, patients’ hope outpaces US military personnel’s ability to help 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 


LA ENCARNACION, Honduras 

A rmy Reserve Capt. Amie Billstrom 
has learned plenty as part of a medi¬ 
cal team deployed to Central America 
since November. 

Perhaps the most poignant lesson has been 
to “graciously mitigate expectations” from the 
local patients she sees, said Billstrom, a physi¬ 
cian’s assistant, during a recent medical train- 


^ Well, if the 
Americans can’t 
help me, then 
I’ll accept that 
I’m going to die.' 

Capt. Amie Billstrom 

recalling the words of a Honduran 
woman with terminal cancer 


ing mission in this remote town in western 
Honduras. 

She recalled the case of a woman in her early 
60s walking several hours across mountain 
terrain to attend a clinic the team had staffed. 
Honduran doctors had told her there was no 
cure for her advanced-stage cancer, which had 
metastasized to her liver, lungs and bones. 

She brought her medical records and images, 
showed them to Billstrom and pleaded for an 

SEE HONDURAS ON PAGE 3 


Navy rethinking 
ship bridges in 
response to fatal 
collisions in 2017 

By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

The Navy plans sweeping changes to 
bridges and control systems on its ships to 
increase crew efficiency and to help them 
avoid collisions like those that killed 17 
sailors on the USS Fitzgerald and the USS 
John S. McCain. 

Bridges are being revamped in response 
to those two deadly accidents that occurred 
in busy western Pacific waters two months 
apart in 2017 — accidents that Navy inves¬ 
tigations later deemed avoidable. 

Bridge equipment will be upgraded to 
improve navigation and situational aware¬ 
ness, with the aim of eliminating blind 
spots and assisting bridge crews in react¬ 
ing safely to nearby ships, especially in 
dense traffic. 

Navy officials have given no timeline for 
when the overhauls will begin or be com¬ 
pleted, saying the new technology is still 
being developed. 

Last month. Vice Chief of Naval Op¬ 
erations Adm. Bill Moran sent a memo to 
Congress saying the Navy was following 
93 recommendations in two 2017 reports 
identifying problems that led to the fatal 
wrecks. Inconsistent bridge configura¬ 
tions, which can confuse sailors, were 
among the problems listed. 

SEE BRIDGES ON PAGE 5 
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Damage to the destroyer USS Fitzgerald 
is seen at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, 
following its collision with a merchant 
ship in June 2017. 
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North Korea's ultimatum: It's us or them 



Ann Young-joon/AP 


A protester holds a banner showing a photo of President Donald 
Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a rally against 
the United States’ policy to put steady pressure on North Korea, 
near the U.S. Embassy in Seoul, South Korea, on Saturday. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea had a clear message for the 
South last week — it’s us or the 
United States. 

The North’s decision to pull out 
of a recently established liaison 
office near the border on Friday 
cast a spotlight 
ANALYSIS on the limits fac- 
ing President 
Moon Jae-in’s 
signature policy of engaging with 
the communist state within the 
confines of U.S.-led efforts to de¬ 
nuclearize the divided peninsula. 

It also underscored concerns 
that Moon has reached an endpoint 
in his ability to play mediator after 
the collapse of the second summit 
between President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un last month. 

Instead, North Korea has 
stepped up efforts to divide the 
longtime allies by pressuring the 
South to follow through with an 
ambitious agenda of inter-Korean 
projects that have been stalled by 
international sanctions. 

“Moon is in such an awkward 
place right now because he really 
does have a credibility gap,” said 
Jenny Town, a Korea specialist 
at the Stimson Center in Wash¬ 
ington. “I think he was overly 
optimistic and overly positive 
about being able to engineer the 
situation. 

“He was very successful at the 
beginning to bring both sides to 
the table... but he hasn’t been able 
to influence what they think,” she 
added. 

The U.S. and North Korea 
agreed to a general promise to 
work toward the “complete de¬ 


nuclearization of the Korean Pen¬ 
insula” during their first summit 
on June 12 in Singapore. But they 
have been unable to reach agree¬ 
ment on details as the North de¬ 
mands the removal of crippling 
sanctions in exchange for steps 
already taken. 

Washington has insisted it will 
maintain economic pressure on 
the North, and the Treasury De¬ 
partment on Thursday imposed 
punishing measures against two 
Chinese shipping companies ac¬ 
cused of helping the North. 

The issue was further com¬ 
plicated when Trump tweeted 
Friday that he had ordered “the 
withdrawal of those additional 
Sanctions!” 

U.S. officials later clarified 
that Trump was not referring to 
Thursday’s announcement but 
rather additional North Korea 
sanctions under consideration but 
not yet formally issued. 

“President Trump likes Chair¬ 
man Kim, and he doesn’t think 
these sanctions will be neces¬ 
sary,” White House spokeswom¬ 
an Sarah Huckabee Sanders told 
reporters. 

Growing impatience 

North Korea’s withdrawal from 
the liaison office was the latest 
sign of its growing impatience. 

On March 15, Vice Foreign 
Minister Choe Son Hui also dan¬ 
gled the possibility of formally 
ending participation in nuclear 
talks and lifting a nuclear and 
missile-testing moratorium. 

North Korea also has rebuilt 
a launch site at Sohae that it had 
partially dismantled as part of 
disarmament steps last year. 


according to recent satellite 
images. 

North Korean officials in¬ 
formed the South of the plans 
during a meeting at the liaison 
office on Friday, saying the de¬ 
cision was “in accordance with 
instructions from the superior 
authority,” South Korea’s Unifi¬ 
cation Ministry said. 

North Korean officials said 
their South Korean counterparts 
could stay and promised to give 
notice about practical matters 
later. 

The South Korean government 
said it “regrets the decision” 
and held out hope that the North 
would change its mind. 

Town said the North Koreans 
were issuing a direct challenge to 
Moon. 

“North Korea was willing to 
do some of the humanitarian 
stuff like family reunions and the 
sports exchanges and things like 
that, but again the golden prize in 
all of this was the economic coop¬ 
eration,” she said in a telephone 
interview. 

“The North Koreans are say¬ 
ing, ‘Stop waiting for the Ameri¬ 
cans. You promised you were 
going to do this and you need to 
do this. It needs to be a Korean 
matter,’ ” she added. 

The two Koreas opened the 
liaison office in the border town 
of Kaesong in September to fa¬ 
cilitate economic and cultural 
exchanges in accordance with 
agreements between Moon and 
Kim, who held three summits of 
their own last year. 

That was followed by a series 
of high-profile events, including 
a groundbreaking ceremony for 
a planned project to modernize 
North Korea’s railways and roads 


and eventually connect them with 
the South. But U.S.-led sanctions 
prevented the effort from going 
farther. 

Moon’s challenge 

The impasse has dealt a blow 
to Moon politically and domesti¬ 
cally. The president’s approval 
ratings have fallen to record lows, 
with pollsters blaming the sum¬ 
mit collapse as well as economic 
concerns. 

“The general public’s reaction 
is to blame North Korea, and then 
to criticize Moon for his naivete in 
believing what Kim Jong Un has 
been saying over the past year,” 
said Choi Kang, of the Asan Insti¬ 
tute, a South Korean think tank. 

“His public approval will go 
down further if he’s not able to 


mediate between the two parties 
because this is the only one possi¬ 
ble remaining area he can claim 
he has succeeded,” Choi said. 

Moon, who took office in May 
2017 promising to pursue peace 
with the North, has vowed to 
continue working to get Pyong¬ 
yang and Washington back to the 
table. 

But experts said the impasse in 
nuclear talks between Washing¬ 
ton and Pyongyang has left him 
little room to maneuver. 

“North Korea sees South Korea 
is not in a position to play a really 
meaningful mediator role in this 
game,” Choi said. “They want to 
make it clear that South Korea 
must make a choice between the 
United States or North Korea.” 

gamel.kim@strrpes.com 

Twitter: @kimgamei 


TODAY 

IN STRIPES 

American Roundup.16 

Business.15 

Ciassifieds.19, 23 

Comics/Crossword.22 

Faces.17 

Opinion.20 

Sports.24-32 

Weather.15 


StarsiqiStri pes 

However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 


Mobile • Online • Print 















































Monday, March 25,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 3 


MILITARY _ 

Honduras: Lack of proper medical supplies, medicine plagues the ailing 



Photos by Wyatt OcsoN/Stars and Stripes 


Spc. Joseph Anderson, an Army Reserve medic, gives an injection during a medical training mission at 
La Encarnacion, Honduras, on March 5. 



A soldier with Joint Task Force-Bravo’s Medical Element prepares an 
IV during the training mission to La Encarnacion. 



FROM FRONT PAGE 

American medicine, pill or pro¬ 
cedure that could save her life 
— but the medical team could 
offer her nothing more for this 
terminal cancer. 

Billstrom said she would for¬ 
ever remember what the woman 
said: “Well, if the Americans 
can’t help me, then I’ll accept that 
I’m going to die.” 

For more than a quarter-cen¬ 
tury, American military medical 
personnel with Joint Task Force- 
Bravo have journeyed to the 
most isolated places in Central 
America to train under austere 
conditions while providing much- 
needed primary care to locals. 

Their presence draws crowds 
and — as Billstrom and her fellow 
soldiers have learned — raises 
hope in people with little access 
to medical care. 

Based at Soto Cano Air Base in 
central Honduras, the joint task 
force has been sending teams 
from its medical element since 
1993, treating more than 450,000 
medical patients and 86,000 den¬ 
tal patients. 

Convoy over mountains 

In early March, about two 
dozen personnel with the ele¬ 
ment convoyed from the base in 
six vehicles to conduct a medi¬ 
cal readiness training exercise, 
or MEDRETE, in La Encarna¬ 
cion, a town of about 3,000 near 
the borders of Guatemala and El 
Salvador. 

The 200-mile drive from Soto 
Cano Air Base to the town takes 
a full day, given the steep grades, 
winding roads and slow-moving 
trucks burdened with sacks of cof¬ 
fee beans and building supplies. 
The last 90 minutes of the drive 
is on a narrow, crushed-rock road 
that winds through creek beds 
and soaring mountain vistas. 

A separate, much smaller sur¬ 
gical team traveled to a nearby 
regional hospital to perform 
operations. 

The principal assignment for 
the medical personnel is to pro¬ 
vide health care for the Ameri¬ 
cans stationed at Soto Cano, said 
Capt. Alejandro Castillo, who 
plans medical missions with part¬ 
ner nations in the region. “But 
since we’re pretty much healthy, 
we do these missions where we 
go out into the communities,” he 
said. 

It takes several months of 
preparation to conduct a single 
exercise, which lasts almost a 
week and is done throughout the 
region. 

“With this particular commu¬ 
nity, we met with the Ministry 
of Health, and we looked at the 
needs of that community and how 
with the soldiers we have here we 
can go and practice skills but at 
the same time provide medical 
care to the community,” he said. 

A cadre of Honduran medical 
personnel joined them for the 
March training exercises. 

Packed full of patients 

The grade school hosting the 
medical clinic was a flurry of 
activity as the medical team ar¬ 
rived the first day, with patients 
lining up by the dozens. Children 


scampered around in their school 
uniforms while their teachers 
pitched in to help where needed 
in classrooms devoted to public 
health, triage, primary care, lab 
testing, dental and pharmacy. 

More than 500 patients showed 
up for the two-day clinic in the 
town. 

Working with a Spanish-lan- 
guage interpreter, M^. James 
Wilson, a primary care doctor, 
interviewed an 87-year-old man 
suffering from high blood pres¬ 
sure and 12 years of painful 
urination. 

“I feel anxious and I just want 
to run away,” he said, pointing to 
his heart. “I’m pretty hopeless, 
just waiting for my time to end.” 
He looked at his wife, Rosa. “She’s 
my partner and she’s always with 
me.” 

Wilson prescribed a medication 
to reduce blood pressure, which 
he said should help also reduce 
his anxiety. 

“As a primary care physician, 
it is difficult for me to not be fol¬ 
lowing up with the same patients 
time after time,” Wilson said 
later. “At home, I have patients 
I’ve been seeing for 10 years. 

“On the other hand, they might 
not have anything if we were not 
here.” 

Other patients complained of 
headaches, fevers, stomach prob¬ 
lems, joint and muscle pains and 
other chronic problems. The clin¬ 
ic pharmacy provided over-the- 
counter and basic prescription 
drugs for many cases but only a 
30-day supply in most cases. 

Billstrom described the clin¬ 
ics as “doing a lot with just a 
little bit of medical supplies and 
medications.” 

“It really enhances our over¬ 
all medical readiness down the 
line in our military careers — or 
even for our next mission beyond 
Honduras — to be able to treat 
people far forward with just a few 
things,” she said. “It increases 
our inventiveness, our ingenuity, 
our capability. It makes us a more 
capable force.” 


For example, in the absence 
of a formulation to treat an ear 
infection, she learned from the 
pharmacist that a formulation for 
treating an eye infection could be 
used as an alternative, she said. 

“But you can’t use an ear for¬ 
mulation in the eye,” she said. 

“In the United States we’re so 
quick to order a CT scan,” she 
said. “That’s not an option here. 


You really have to become an 
astute clinician and really use 
your bedside history-taking skills 
and physical exam skills, which I 
think would definitely help down- 
range from a military aspect.” 

Treatment for patients at 
the dental clinic was more 
straightforward. 

“What we do on these ME- 
DRETEs is basically extractions,” 


said Mqj. Margaret Novicio, an 
Army Reserve dentist. “We try 
to be conservative. If we feel 
they can restore the teeth, such 
as doing fillings or doing a root 
canal and crown, we encourage 
them to save their teeth instead of 
extracting them.” 

The medical team is not 
equipped to provide such treat¬ 
ments, however, and most pa¬ 
tients don’t have access or money 
for such dental work. 

“A lot of them are set on get¬ 
ting the tooth extracted,” she 
said. “But if they can get another 
year or two out of it, we encour¬ 
age them to keep them. The ones 
we are extracting are beyond 
repair.” 

Some patients have three teeth 
removed at one sitting, she said. 

“On our last MEDRETE, we 
were taking out permanent teeth 
on 8-, 9-year-olds,” she said. “It’s 
heartbreaking, and we don’t want 
to do that. But if it’s going to be 
abscessed in the future, we have 
no choice.” 

The clinic provides dental hy¬ 
giene information, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste and floss. 

Honduran scourge 

Eighty miles south of La Encar¬ 
nacion at San Marcos de Ocote- 
peque Hospital, a small surgical 
team spent March 5-7 operating 
on gallbladders and hernias—the 
bane of many Hondurans. 

“Gallbladder pathology here 
in Honduras is very high,” said 
Carlos Duron, a Honduran medi¬ 
cal officer who has worked with 
the task force’s Medical Element 
for two decades. “It’s genetically 
driven and also has to do with 
diet, which here is based on a lot 
of starch and fried foods. We like 
our fried plantains and refried 
beans. So that favors a gallblad¬ 
der to produce more concentrat¬ 
ed bile that in the end becomes a 
gallstone or several gallstones.” 

Hernias come from hard labor 
in the mountainside fields, he 
said. 

Duron spoke in the operating 
room as Army Reserve Col. Peter 
Mazolewski finished suturing a 
woman after removing her gall¬ 
bladder, which had plagued her 
for four years. 

“This is about the 30th one 
I’ve done,” said Mazolewski, on a 
90-day deployment to Honduras 
which was soon to be over. “All 
female.” 

“This is an important place to 
train and do surgery,” he said 
after completing the first surgery 
of the day. 

Most gallbladder surgeries in 
the United States are done by 
making several tiny incisions for 
the use of a laparoscope, so many 
young surgeons have not done the 
open-incision surgeries still com¬ 
mon in Central American hospi¬ 
tals, he said. 

“For us, if we were ever in a 
combat environment, there’s 
no laparoscopy,” he said. “It’s 
all open, so that’s why in this 
resource-restrained environ¬ 
ment, it’s pretty important for 
the American surgeon to get this 
type of training and, hopefully, 
also help out.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
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Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Members of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit parachute on lejima during past training on the island 
off the west coast of Okinawa, Japan. 


Troops practice seizing 
of island in the Pacific 

Exercise takes place amid heightened US-China tensions 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

Marines, airmen and soldiers recently practiced 
seizing a small Japanese island in an exercise that 
honed skills some experts say may be necessary in 
a face-off against China. 

The 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, along with 
forces from the 3rd Marine Division, 3rd Marine 
Logistics Group and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, the 
U.S. Air Force’s 353rd Special Operations Group 
and the Army’s 1st Battalion, 1st Special Forces 
Group, held a simulated expeditionary advanced- 
base operation March 11-14, according to a Marine 
Corps statement. 

“This entire mission profile simulated the process 
of securing advanced footholds for follow-on forces 
to conduct further military operations with rapid re¬ 
deployment,” the statement said. 

It kicked off with a free-fall jump onto Japan’s 
lejima Island for reconnaissance and surveillance 
before 1st Battalion, 4th Marines “conducted a 600- 
mile long-range raid” to seize an airfield on the is¬ 
land, according to the statement. 

Once the airfield was secured, troops turned it 
into a forward arming and refueling point for C- 
130J Super Hercules and F-35B Lightning II fighter 
jets, which were “armed to conduct expeditionary 
strikes with inert precision Guided Bomb Units” at 
a nearby range while artillery units elsewhere sim¬ 
ulated long-range fire missions. 

The event ended with another simulated long- 
range raid after infantrymen flew 900 miles with 
the support of aerial refueling. 

“We are ready to rapidly seize ground and project 
lethal combat power,” 31st MEU commanding offi¬ 
cer Col. Robert Brodie said in the statement. “The 
Indo-Pacific region is incredibly dynamic, so we 
prepare and train daily for real world crises.” 

That kind of approach could be necessary should 
the U.S. need to face off against China, said Ameri¬ 
can defense and security analyst Paul Buchanan. 
The 2018 National Defense Strategy listed China as 
one of the US.’ “strategic competitors” as the coun¬ 
try grows its influence in the Pacific. 

“I don’t think it’s a coincidence that the Marines 


We are ready to rapidly seize 
ground and project lethal com¬ 
bat power. ’ 

Col. Robert Brodie 

31st MEU commanding officer 


are engaging in these sorts of exercises because 
that’s exactly the combat environment that they’re 
most likely to find themselves in, at least in the near 
future,” Buchanan said. 

Island-seizing will be “critical for us to be able 
to project power in the context of China,” Marine 
Corps Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said at a Senate Armed Services 
Committee hearing March 14. 

“If you look at the island chains and so forth in 
the Pacific as platforms from which we can proj¬ 
ect power, that would be an historical mission for 
the Marine Corps and one that is very relevant in a 
China scenario,” he told the committee. 

China has the largest military force in the world, 
with 3 million servicemembers, and its strength has 
been fast-growing, according to a January Defense 
Intelligence Agency report. But, Buchanan said, 
they lack real-world practice. 

“[China’s military is] not a battle-tested military, 
and that’s one advantage the United States has. The 
Chinese would be wading into a big problem if they 
confront U.S. troops in the field,” Buchanan said. 
“The U.S. has the most experienced combat records 
of any developed nation.” 

The island-seizing concept practiced last week is 
reminiscent of Marine Corps strategy in the Pacific 
during World War 11. Buchanan said the exercise 
likely sent a “clear signal” to China. 

“You just want to make the Chinese think twice 
about asserting their claims,” he said. “That’s a 
clear signal to the Chinese that they’re not kidding 
around.” 

doornbos.caltMn@strrpes.com 

Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Experts: US, Japan 
must evolve alliance 
as Asia tensions rise 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Japan needs to fur¬ 
ther strengthen and evolve its 
alliance with the United States 
amid the region’s rapidly chang¬ 
ing security environment, Japa¬ 
nese defense officials and other 
experts agreed Tuesday. 

The consensus, which came 
during a symposium hosted by 
the nation’s Ministry of Defense 
in Tokyo, did not include specifics 
on how the two nations’ longtime 
alliance should move forward in 
the face of an increasingly ag¬ 
gressive China and uncertainty 
over North Korea’s nuclear and 
missile programs. 

However, Defense Minister 
Takeshi Iwaya, speaking at the 
opening of the symposium, said 
his agency chose to review the 
country’s defense guidelines in 
December — five years ahead of 
schedule — because the “severity 
and uncertainty of the security 
environment has increased fast¬ 
er than expected when the last 
guideline was written” in 2014. 
The guidelines are usually re¬ 
viewed every 10 years, he said. 

Since the 2014 update, Bei¬ 
jing has militarized artificial 
islands in the South China Sea 
and stepped up patrols near the 
Japan-controlled Senkaku is¬ 
lands in the East China Sea that 
it claims as its own. 

North Korea performed three 
underground nuclear tests and 
test-fired two intercontinental 
ballistic missiles over Japan, 
in addition to numerous other 
launches. The December revi¬ 
sion — which calls the U.S. alli¬ 
ance one of the main pillars of 
Japan’s security policy — points 
out that the security environment 
surrounding Japan is chang¬ 
ing at “extremely high speeds.” 
Furthermore, changes in the in¬ 
ternational balance of power are 
“becoming more complex, and 
uncertainty over the existing 
order is increasing.” 

Though the panel did not agree 
on specifics on how it thinks the 
nations’ longtime alliance should 
evolve, Japan has already taken 
steps to do more in recent years. 
For example, it passed security 
legislation in 2015 allowing its 
Self-Defense Force to defend al¬ 
lies under attack. The next year, 
it allowed its troops to provide 
ammunition to U.S. forces, even 
in nonemergency situations. 

“The Japan-US. alliance has 
been the key to our national secu¬ 
rity,” said Tetsuro Kuroe, special 
adviser to the National Security 
Secretariat of Japan. “We have 
to strengthen it further in the 
future.” 

Professor Narushige Mich- 
ishita, of the National Graduate 
Institute for Policy Studies, said 
during the symposium he is not 
concerned that the US.-Japan al¬ 
liance will weaken. 

“The U.S. wants to be the No. 1 
country and will not allow China 



Yasuo OsAKABE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air 


A C-130J Super Hercules 
assigned to the 36th Airlift 
Squadron flies over Yokota Air 
Base, Japan, with Mount Fuji in 
the background. 

to take over its seat,” he said. “If 
China seriously wants to compete 
(economically and militarily), 
then the U.S. will need Japan.” 

Michishita pointed out that it 
was easy in the past for Japan to 
balance its position between the 
U.S. and China since Japanese in¬ 
volvement mainly concerned se¬ 
curity issues, such as the dispute 
over the Senkakus. 

However, Michishita said, 
Japan may need to think how it 
positions itself between the U.S. 
and China if competition heats up 
in either economic activities or 
the international order. 

Most panelists agreed that 
Japan needs to step up its com¬ 
mitment to the United States. 

“Japan has been in a favored 
system and (its) security policy 
is based on the fact that this sys¬ 
tem will continue,” said Hiroyuki 
Akita, a commentator on foreign 
affairs and international security 
at the national financial newspa¬ 
per Nikkei. 

He pointed out that former 
President Barack Obama, not 
President Donald Trump, said 
the U.S. will no longer be the po¬ 
liceman of the world. 

Akita fears the Trump admin¬ 
istration could pull US. troops 
out of the region over the pres¬ 
ident’s often-stated view that 
allies should pay more for the 
American presence. 

“This doesn’t change if another 
president takes over,” he said. 
American voters elected Trump 
to office. 

“If Japan wants to maintain the 
alliance, it needs to defend itself 
where they can and ask for (U.S.) 
support in the areas they abso¬ 
lutely need,” Akita said. 

Kuroe said Japan must take 
an even more active role in the 
alliance. 

Also, he said, Japan has shoul¬ 
dered much of the cost to station 
U.S. forces. 

“In some sense they are indebt¬ 
ed to us,” he said. 

kusumoto.hana@^tri’pes.c6m 

Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 
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Bridges; Navy working 
to standardize sailors’ 
training, bridge equipment 



James VAZQUEZ/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Sailors aboard the USS John S. McCain man the helm as the ship conducts a replenishment-at-sea 
with the Military Sealift Command Dry Cargo and Ammunition ship USNS Washington Chambers in 
2016. The Navy is rethinking ship bridges in response to two fatal collisions in 2017, one involving the 
McCain. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Bridge equipment and training 
will be standardized as much as 
possible so sailors transferring 
from one type of ship to another 

— whether it’s from an aircraft 
carrier to a destroyer or from a 
cruiser to a fast-transport vessel 

— will operate similar controls 
and not have to be retrained. 

Standardization will include 
throttles that control a ship’s 
speed, steering, radar and other 
navigational systems as well as 
training simulators. 

“Across ship classes there are 
marked differences,” said Bryan 
McGrath, a defense consultant 
who commanded the destroyer 
USS Bulkeley in the early 2000s. 

Ships within the same class also 
can vary, McGrath said, recalling 
that the destroyer he command¬ 
ed differed from another one he 
boarded, including the throttle 
control, radar and how the steer¬ 
ing wheel turned. 

Sailors from the cruiser USS 
Antietam who were assigned to the 
McCain didn’t know how the Mc¬ 
Cain’s bridge equipment worked, 
the Navy’s accident report said. 
Gaps in sailors’ training about 
equipment and procedures con¬ 
tributed to the McCain’s collision 
in August 2017 with an oil tanker 
in the Straits of Singapore, it said. 

Some of Fitzgerald’s crewmem¬ 
bers also didn’t know how to op¬ 
erate bridge equipment, although 
in this case they were mostly in¬ 
experienced sailors assigned to 
their first ship and never properly 
trained, according to a ProPubli- 
ca report. 

“People are key here,” said 
Don Inbody, who commanded 
the dock transport ship USS Du¬ 
luth in the late 1990s and is now 
a Texas State University political 
science professor. “Always have 
been and always will. Train them 
with experienced people watch¬ 
ing them.” 

Blind spots 

Back-to-back fatal collisions of 
destroyers in 7th Fleet sent shock- 
waves through the Navy, spurring 


criminal hearings and investi¬ 
gations into what went wrong. 
High-ranking naval leaders were 
reprimanded, fired or nudged into 
early retirement. 

The Fitzgerald was impaired by 
malfunctioning radar. The ship’s 
main navigational system was run 
by outdated software that couldn’t 
properly convey information from 
the program used to track nearby 
civilian ships, said sailors testify¬ 
ing at court hearings. 

One radar device wouldn’t au¬ 
tomatically show ship traffic, 
requiring a sailor to punch a but¬ 
ton 1,000 times an hour to keep 
refreshing the screen, according 
to an internal review reported by 
Navy Times. Its radar tuner was 
broken and covered with tape, 
preventing the sailor from adjust¬ 
ing the screen for a clear display 
of nearby ships. 

A sailor testified at a hearing 
that just before the collision he 
saw five ships and none of them 
appeared to be close. One officer 
on watch that night said the com¬ 
mercial ship seemed to come out 
of nowhere. 

The ship wasn’t spotted until a 
technician pointed a video cam¬ 
era in its direction. 

McCain’s accident reports don’t 
indicate bridge equipment fail¬ 
ures other than a radar system 
that an officer said was rendered 
useless by chaotic clutter. 

The McCain’s main problem 
was the lack of coordination be¬ 
tween the commander, deck offi¬ 
cers and crewmembers, including 
after the commander ordered the 
throttles and helm operated sepa¬ 
rately — an unorthodox request 
that caused confusion. Navy re¬ 
ports say. 

In the Fitzgerald’s case. Inbody 
said, bad judgment and a grow¬ 
ing reliance on electronics were 
as much to blame as poor equip¬ 
ment. Officers shouldn’t forget 
basics such as glancing out a 
window, walking around the deck 
and keeping a hand-written “ma¬ 
neuvering board” to plot the ship’s 
movements, he said. 

The broken radar should have 
prompted the captain to double 


the on-deck lookouts. Inbody 
said. 

“Proper seamanship would 
have avoided the accident,” he 
said. 

Where to start 

The Navy is working toward 
standardizing equipment, the 
general bridge layout and simula¬ 
tors used to train sailors, said Col¬ 
leen O’Rourke, spokeswoman for 
Navy Sea Systems Command, or 
NAVSEA. 

The new layout, displays and 
controls will be designed based 
on feedback from sailors who 
operate the systems, O’Rourke 
said. They will include improving 
the helm console, throttle control 
and navigational radar as well as 
developing new operating proce¬ 
dures — all of which will simplify 
training and streamline the work 
required to pilot the ship. 

New software will be installed 
that will provide a common elec¬ 
tronic charting for sailors navi¬ 
gating ships. The changes will 
become part of future fleet train¬ 
ing and certification, she said. 

NAVSEA is consolidating its 
technical and acquisition divi¬ 
sions under its larger surface 
fleet branch. Team Ships, to man¬ 
age the new systems’ design and 
integration across all ship classes, 
O’Rourke said. The move is in¬ 
tended to strengthen oversight 
during the transition. 

The next step, McGrath said. 


would be to install navigational 
systems that give sailors voice 
warnings about an approaching 
ship or a hard-to-see hazard such 
as a jutting rock. Unmanned ships 
have these types of sensors and 
transmitters, so the technology 
could be used on manned ships, 
he said. 

With ship traffic quadrupling 
worldwide in the past 25 years, 
the Navy should use all the tech¬ 
nology available to help sailors 
safely transit crowded seas, he 
said. 

The Navy also should develop a 
way to put radar, charts, surface 
navigation and other data on one 
display so a commander com¬ 
ing onto the bridge doesn’t have 
to walk around to view different 
screens, said a retired ship cap¬ 
tain, who asked to remain anony¬ 
mous because of his civilian work 
with the Navy. 

“You could call that a glass 
cockpit,” he said. 

Technology can go a long way to 
eliminate the risk of human error, 
but it can go only so far. 

In both the Fitzgerald and Mc¬ 
Cain incidents, communication 
broke down. Navy reports say. 

The Fitzgerald’s deck officers 
and its combat information cen¬ 
ter failed to impart crucial infor¬ 
mation about nearby ships to the 
bridge crew and watch command¬ 
er. A console to help the bridge 
crew and combat center share 
information was cannibalized for 
spare parts. 


On the McCain, an officer who 
had split the throttle thrusters, 
so each operated independently 
on both sides of the ship, never 
informed the commander of that 
measure. 

That played a key part in the 
accident when sailors increased 
speed on one side of the destroyer 
rather than both sides, causing it 
to veer sharply into the path of the 
commercial ship that struck it. 

New technology can reduce the 
possibility for human error but 
it can’t eliminate it, the retired 
captain said. Unless ships go un¬ 
manned, sailors must talk to each 
other, he said. 

“You can minimize the human 
factor to a point,” he said. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 
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B-52 bombers train with Japanese, US jets 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

Two B-52 bombers flew over the East China 
Sea on Tuesday during joint training with the 
Japan Air Self-Defense Force and the U.S. 
Navy, the Air Force said. 

The B-52H Stratofortresses took off from 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, and con¬ 
ducted “integration training” that also includ¬ 
ed F-15C Eagle fighter jets assigned to the 18th 
Wing at Kadena Air Base in Okinawa, Japan, 
U.S. Pacific Air Forces said in a statement. 

The bombers returned to Guam after the 
flight, the Air Force said. 

The U.S. has been flying bombers out of 
Guam throughout the region for more than a 
decade as part of the Air Force’s “continuous 


bomber” presence. 

Bomber flights and other training involving 
the East China and South China seas frequent¬ 
ly raise ire in Beijing, which is a claimant over 
disputed sovereignty of islands in both seas. 

Both China and Japan claim ownership of 
the Senkaku islands — which China calls the 
Diaoyu islands — near Okinawa. 

In 2013, China declared an air defense 
identification zone in the East China Sea. It 
proclaimed that the designation required all 
aircraft passing through the zone to identify 
themselves to Chinese monitors. 

The U.S. and Japan both ignored the desig¬ 
nation and have continued to fly unannounced 
over the sea in the six years since then. 

“U.S. aircraft regularly operate throughout 


the region in support of allies, partners and in 
defense of a free and open Indo-Pacific,” the 
Air Force statement said. 

Two B-52s from Guam flew over the South 
China Sea on March 13. About a week before 
that, a single Stratofortress bomber flew over 
the South China Sea while another circled 
Japan during a joint exercise with the Japan 
Air Self-Defense Force. 

At sea, the U.S. Navy calls passages near 
disputed islands in both seas “freedom of 
navigation operations,” and in the past year 
it has frequently sent ships near disputed is¬ 
lands in the South China Sea that China has 
militarized. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 
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Pentagon IDs 
2 soldiers killed 
in Afghanistan 



Caela Marie CoLLETTE/Facebook Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Army Spc. Joseph R Collette, 29, left, and Sgt. 1st Class Will D. Undsay, 33, died Friday in Kunduz, 
A^hanistan, as a result of wounds sustained while engaged in combat operations. 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 
AND Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
Department of Defense on Sat¬ 
urday identified the two soldiers 
who died Friday in Kunduz prov¬ 
ince, Afghanistan, of wounds sus¬ 
tained while engaged in combat 
operations. 

Spc. Joseph P. Collette, 29, of 
Lancaster, Ohio, was assigned to 
the 242nd Ordnance Battalion, 
71st Explosive Ordnance Dis¬ 
posal Group out of Fort Carson, 
Colo. 

Sgt. 1st Class Will D. Lindsay, 
33, of Cortez, Colo., was assigned 
to 2nd Battalion, 10th Special 
Forces Group (Airborne), Fort 
Carson. 

The two deaths announced Fri¬ 
day come as Washington contin¬ 
ues direct talks with the Taliban 
aimed at ending the U.S.’ longest 
war — now in its 18th year. The 
deaths raised to four the number 
of American troops killed in Af¬ 
ghanistan this year. 

In a telephone interview on Sat¬ 
urday, Caela Marie Collette said 
her husband, whom she called 
Joey, was “the most genuine per¬ 
son you’ll ever meet.” 

The couple married in Decem¬ 
ber before his first overseas de¬ 
ployment to Afghanistan. They 
were waiting to have a proper 
wedding ceremony, and possibly 
children together, when he re¬ 
turned to the United States this 
summer. Each has two children 
from previous relationships. 

On Friday, Caela Collette 
learned her husband had been 
killed earlier that day. 

“We didn’t have our full cere¬ 
mony yet because we didn’t have 
time,” Collette said shortly before 
flying to Dover Air Force Base, 
Del., to retrieve her husband’s re¬ 
mains. “We got married less than 
a month before he deployed, and 
then when he returned in June 
we were going to fly to Florida 


and have a ceremony there. 

“He told me that as soon as 9/11 
happened when we were kids he 
knew right then that he wanted 
to join the Army,” Collette re¬ 
called. “He was getting out of the 
Army in February next year and 
had never been on deployment. 
He wanted to go on deployment 
badly.” 

Collette said that before her 
husband left for Afghanistan, “he 
wrote about 30 love letters and hid 
them in random places around 
the house for me to find, which I 
found most of them. So last night 
it was really comforting sitting 
down, reading through those, be¬ 
cause it’s almost like he was pre¬ 
paring for this exact scenario. 

“It’s really, really hard for ev¬ 
eryone to come to terms with ...” 
she said. “It’s just an unbeliev¬ 
able thing. He’s the last person on 
Earth to deserve something like 
this. But, honestly, out of this, I 
hope he gets the recognition he 
deserves.” 

Joseph Collette’s stepfather, 
Jim Wickline, also confirmed 
his death to the Lancaster Eagle- 
Gazette. He said his stepson had 
joined the Army after graduating 
from Lancaster High School. 

“He was loved by many people,” 
Wickline said. “He was funny and 
laid back.” 

Joseph Collette joined the 
Army in 2010. 

“The 71st Ordnance Group 
(EOD) is deeply saddened by the 
loss of Spc. Joseph P. Collette. We 
extend our deepest sympathies 
and condolences to his Family 
and friends,” Col. David K. Green, 
the unit’s commander, said in a 
statement. 

Facebook tributes 

On Facebook, members of the 
EOD community swapped out 
their profile photos for an image of 
an EOD badge with a black band 
across it. In posts and comments, 
many wrote, “We remember.” 


Several Facebook users also 
changed their profile photos to 
images of the Special Forces 
beret flash crossed with a black 
or green band. A religious minis¬ 
try in the Fort Carson area posted 
one such photo on Saturday. 

“Hearts broken for our 10th 
Group family,” Military Minis¬ 
try of Woodmen Valley Chapel 
of Colorado Springs, Colo., wrote 
in a message accompanying the 
photo. 

Lindsay enlisted in the Army 
in July 2004 and completed One 
Station Unit Training and Basic 
Airborne School at Fort Benning, 
Ga., before completing the Special 
Forces Qualification Course and 
getting assigned to 10th Group in 
July 2006, Lt. Col. Loren Bymer, 
U.S. Army Special Operations 
Command spokesman, said in a 
statement. He deployed five times 
to Iraq, to Tajikistan in 2016 and 
to Afghanistan. 

He is survived by his wife and 
four daughters 

“The 10th SFG (A) Family is 
deeply saddened at the loss of Sgt. 
1st Class Will Lindsay,” Col. Law¬ 
rence Ferguson, the group’s com¬ 
mander, said in a statement. 

“Will was one of the best in our 
formation, with more than a de¬ 
cade of service in the Regiment 
at all levels of noncommissioned 
officer leadership. We will focus 
now on supporting his Fam¬ 
ily and honoring his legacy and 
sacrifice.” 


Procession planned 

Wickline said that after arriv¬ 
ing in Dover, Collette’s remains 
would be sent to Rickenbacker In¬ 
ternational Airport in Columbus, 
Ohio, probably on Sunday, to be 
followed by a procession to a local 
funeral home. Lancaster is about 
33 miles south of Columbus. 

The Lancaster Fire Depart¬ 
ment will be a part of the proces¬ 
sion, assistant Chief K.J. Watts 
told the local newspaper. The pro¬ 
cession could be later in the week, 
he said. 

“You hit the jackpot with this 
one,” wrote Heather Masteller 
in reply to the post by Caela 
Collette. 

In other posts, Masteller said 
she had grown up with the sol¬ 
dier, who introduced her to her 
husband and best friend. “I will 
forever be sad you didn’t have as 
much time as the rest of us,” she 
wrote. “You deserved it. He de¬ 
served it. His kids deserved it.” 

News of the latest American 
deaths came nearly two weeks 
after the most recent round of 
direct negotiations between U.S. 
and Taliban officials wrapped 
up in Doha, Qatar, after nearly a 
fortnight, with both sides saying 
progress had been made. 

But as the negotiations contin¬ 
ue, so do U.S. and Taliban mili¬ 
tary operations throughout the 
country. 

Few details of the operation 
on which Collette and Lindsay 


were killed have been released, 
although the Pentagon said it oc¬ 
curred in the northern province 
of Kunduz. 

Afghan troops backed by U.S. 
forces recently began military 
operations against insurgents 
in Kunduz province, a hotbed of 
Taliban activity, provincial coun¬ 
cil member Aminullah Ayedin 
told Stars and Stripes. 

Scores of insurgents have been 
killed in the operations, as have 
more than a dozen civilians, 
Ayedin said. 

Relatively few of the roughly 
14,000 U.S. troops deployed to Af¬ 
ghanistan go into combat or serve 
near the front lines, as they assist 
NATO’s training-and-advising 
mission. However, some assist a 
separate U.S. counterterrorism 
mission that targets groups like 
al-Qaida and the local Islamic 
State affiliate. 

In January, Army Ranger 
Sgt. Cameron Meddock, 26, and 
Green Beret Sgt. 1st Class Joshua 
“Zach” Beale, 32, died in separate 
incidents. 

Last year, 13 Americans were 
killed in combat in the country 
and two others died in noncombat 
incidents. Since 2001, more than 
2,400 American troops have been 
killed in Afghanistan. More than 
20,000 have been wounded since 
the beginning of the war. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
gariand.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Syrian fighters clear explosives in area retaken from ISIS 


Associated Press 

BAGHOUZ, Syria — U.S.-backed Syrian 
fighters cleared explosives in the last area 
retaken from Islamic State on Sunday, a 
day after declaring military victory over 
the extremists and the end of their self- 
styled caliphate. 

A spokesman for the Kurdish-led Syr¬ 
ian Democratic Forces, who goes by the 
nom de guerre Mervan The Brave, said 
Baghouz village where the militants made 
their final stand is “full of all kinds of ex¬ 
plosives.” He said SDF forces were clear¬ 


ing the area and have detonated land 
mines and suicide belts left behind by the 
militants. 

A Syrian driver working with NBC News 
reporters was killed Saturday by an explo¬ 
sive device that went off in a house used as 
an SDF command post and a media cen¬ 
ter for journalists covering the fighting in 
Baghouz. 

Noah Oppenheim, the president of NBC 
News, said in a statement that network em¬ 
ployees escaped unharmed. He expressed 
“deepest sympathies” to the driver’s fam¬ 
ily and loved ones. 


The victory announced in Baghouz on 
Saturday marks the end of a devastating 
five-year campaign by an array of forces 
to retake territories held by ISIS in Syria 
and Iraq. 

Unknown numbers of fighters and sup¬ 
porters are believed to have gone under¬ 
ground, and the group has continued to 
carry out insurgent attacks in areas that 
were liberated months or even years ago. 

It’s not known whether the group’s lead¬ 
er, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, is still alive or 
where he might be hiding. 

“This is an historic moment, but we can¬ 


not be complacent,” tweeted M^. Gen. 
Christopher Ghika, the deputy commander 
of the U.S.-led coalition against ISIS. 

Separately, Syrian state media reported 
that nearly two dozen people have suffered 
from asphyxiation after shells were lobbed 
from rebel-held areas into government-ad- 
ministered villages in the country’s west. 
The state news agency quoted the director 
of a local hospital in Hama province say¬ 
ing 21 people were hospitalized after in¬ 
haling gases in the attack on al-Rasif and 
al-Aziziyeh villages. 
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Dems press for full release of Mueller's report 



Cliff Owen/AP 


Special Counsel Robert Mueller exits St. John’s Episcopal Church after attending 
services, across from the White House, in Washington, on Sunday. Democrats are 
calling for full disclosure of Mueller’s long and contentious Russia investigation. 


By Eric Tucker, Michael Balsamo 
AND Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democrats are press¬ 
ing for full disclosure of special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s report on the Trump- 
Russia investigation and vowing to use 
subpoena powers and other legal means if 
necessary to get it. 

Attorney General William Barr was 
expected to release his first summary of 
Mueller’s findings on Sunday, people famil¬ 
iar with the process said, on what lawmak¬ 
ers anticipated could be a day of reckoning 
in the two-year probe into President Don¬ 
ald Trump and Russian efforts to elect him. 
Since receiving the report Friday, Barr has 
been deciding how much of it Congress and 
the public will see. 

Democrats were on a hair trigger over 
the prospect that some information may be 
withheld. 

“I suspect that we’ll find those words of 
transparency to prove hollow, that in fact 
they will fight to make sure that Congress 
doesn’t get this underlying evidence,” Rep. 
Adam Schiff of California, chairman of the 
House intelligence committee, said Sunday 
on ABC’s “This Week.” 

His plan: Ask for information and if 
that’s denied, “subpoena. If subpoenas are 
denied, we will haul people before the Con¬ 
gress. And yes, we will prosecute in court 
as necessary to get this information.” 

At his resort in Florida, Trump stirred 
from his unusual, nearly two-day silence on 
Twitter with the mild tweet: “Good Morn¬ 
ing, Have a Great Day!” Then he followed 
up: “MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!” 

Mueller’s investigation is known to have 
concluded without a recommendation for 
further indictments after having snared 
nearly three dozen people, senior Trump 
campaign operatives among them. The 
probe illuminated Russia’s assault on the 
American political system, painted the 
Trump campaign as eager to exploit the re¬ 
lease of hacked Democratic emails to hurt 
Democrat Hillary Clinton and exposed lies 
by Trump aides aimed at covering up their 
Russia-related contacts. 

Democratic Rep. Jerrold Nadler, chair¬ 


man of the House Judiciary Committee, 
said Democrats won’t be willing to wait long 
for the Justice Department to hand over 
full information on the probe into whether 
Trump’s 2016 campaign coordinated with 
Russia to sway the election and whether 
the president later sought to obstruct the 
investigation. 

“It won’t be months,” he said on CNN’s 
“State of the Union.” Asked if he still be¬ 
lieves Trump obstructed justice, he indicat¬ 
ed there has been obstruction but “whether 
it’s criminal is another question.” 

Although Democrats have stoutly de¬ 
fended Mueller’s work against Trump’s 
repeated cries of “witch hunt,” Schiff was 
disappointed that the special counsel did 
not succeed in interviewing the president 
personally. 

“It was a mistake to rely on written re¬ 
sponses by the president,” Schiff said, be¬ 
cause those yield answers framed more by 
lawyers than by Trump. He said he was not 
surprised that Trump’s lawyers resisted 


having him submit to a personal interview, 
given that “the president is someone who 
seems pathologically incapable of telling 
the truth for long periods of time.” 

On the other side, also on “This Week,” 
Republican Rep. Jim Jordan of Ohio said 
Democrats faced the prospect of seeing no 
blockbuster in the Mueller report and were 
flailing as they try to pin something on the 
president. 

Mueller submitted his report to Barr in¬ 
stead of directly to Congress and the public 
because, unlike independent counsels such 
as Ken Starr in the case of President Bill 
Clinton, his investigation operated under 
the close supervision of the Justice Depart¬ 
ment, which appointed him. 

Mueller was assigned to the job in May 
2017 by Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein, who oversaw much of his work. 
Barr and Rosenstein analyzed Mueller’s 
report on Saturday, laboring to condense it 
into a summary letter of main conclusions. 

Barr said he wants to release as much 


as he can under the law. That decision will 
require him to weigh the Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s long-standing protocol of not releas¬ 
ing negative information about people who 
aren’t indicted against the extraordinary 
public interest in a criminal investigation 
into the president and his campaign. 

Even with the details still under wraps, 
Friday’s end to the 22-month probe without 
additional indictments by Mueller was wel¬ 
come news to some in Trump’s orbit who 
had feared a final round of charges could 
target more Trump associates or members 
of the president’s family. 

The conclusion of Mueller’s investiga¬ 
tion does not remove legal peril for the 
president. 

He faces a separate Justice Depart¬ 
ment investigation in New York into hush 
money payments during the campaign 
to two women who say they had sex with 
him years before the election. He’s also 
been implicated in a potential campaign 
finance violation by his former lawyer, Mi¬ 
chael Cohen, who says Trump asked him 
to arrange the transactions. Federal pros¬ 
ecutors, also in New York, have been inves¬ 
tigating foreign contributions made to the 
president’s inaugural committee. 

A number of Trump associates and fam¬ 
ily members have been dogged by specula¬ 
tion of possible wrongdoing. Among them 
are Donald Trump Jr., who helped arrange 
a Trump Tower meeting at the height of the 
2016 campaign with a Kremlin-linked law¬ 
yer, and Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kush- 
ner, who was interviewed at least twice by 
Mueller’s prosecutors. 

All told, Mueller charged 34 people, in¬ 
cluding the president’s former campaign 
chairman, Paul Manafort, his first national 
security adviser, Michael Flynn, and three 
Russian companies. Twenty-five Russians 
were indicted on charges related to elec¬ 
tion interference, accused either of hack¬ 
ing Democratic email accounts during 
the campaign or of orchestrating a social 
media campaign that spread disinforma¬ 
tion online. 

Five Trump aides pleaded guilty and a 
sixth, longtime confidant Roger Stone, is 
awaiting trial on charges that he lied to Con¬ 
gress and engaged in witness tampering. 


Battle over Puerto Rico funding muddles path for disaster aid bill 


These folks are living under the American 
flag. They should not be treated any 
differently than any other American 
citizen. ^ 

Rep. Jose Serrano 

D-N.Y. 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A battle 
over funding for Puerto Rico is 
complicating the path forward 
for a long-delayed disaster aid 
bill that’s a top political prior¬ 
ity for some of President Donald 
Trump’s Republican allies as 
it heads to the Senate floor this 
week. 

At stake is $13.5 billion emer¬ 
gency relief legislation to help 
southern farmers, rebuild hur¬ 
ricane-damaged military bases, 
repair water systems, and assist 
victims of last year’s California 
wildfires, among other purposes. 

The measure has wide back¬ 
ing from both Democrats and 
Republicans and is perhaps most 
ardently backed by Trump loyal¬ 
ists such as David Perdue, R-Ga., 
and Thom Tillis, R-N.C., who face 
potentially difficult re-election 
fights next year. 

The White House, however, 
isn’t pleased with the bill and is 


particularly opposed to efforts 
by Democrats to make hurricane 
relief to Puerto Rico more gener¬ 
ous. Senate Republicans are sup¬ 
porting food aid to the devastated 
island and are working with top 
Democrats like Patrick Leahy of 
Vermont to try to speed passage 
of the measure by adding addi¬ 
tional help for Puerto Rico. 

The House passed a compan¬ 
ion $14.2 billion version of the 
legislation in January, but it got 
tangled up in the politics of the 
partial government shutdown 
and Trump’s demands for a wall 
along the U.S.-Mexico border. 


The measure is especially 
sought by lawmakers from south¬ 
ern states such as Florida, Geor¬ 
gia and North Carolina, which 
were hit by hurricanes Michael 
and Florence last year. There’s 
money to respond to an earth¬ 
quake in Alaska, California wild¬ 
fires and floods in South Carolina, 
and for the ongoing recovery ef¬ 
fort in Puerto Rico, which was 
devastated by back-to-back hur¬ 
ricanes in 2017. 

And now there’s widespread 
flooding in Nebraska, Iowa and 
other Midwestern states. 

In an official position paper in 


January, the White House said 
the House bill was far too gener¬ 
ous, objecting to almost $6 bil¬ 
lion worth of the measure. But it 
stopped short of an outright veto 
threat, and GOP aides say Trump 
has since told Perdue that he’d 
sign the Senate version of the bill, 
which mirrors the House plan in 
most respects. 

For many lawmakers, passage 
is already overdue. Puerto Rico 
has already cut nutrition benefits 
by roughly 25 percent amid the 
funding crunch and Georgia law¬ 
makers warn that their farmers 
need help in the run-up to plant¬ 
ing season. 

“We are past the time when 
this should have gotten done. I 
have spoken with the president 
many times about this. His com¬ 
mitment to our farmers is unwav¬ 
ering,” Perdue said last month. 

While Trump supports $600 
million to maintain food stamp 
benefits in Puerto Rico, Capitol 
Hill aides say the White House 
is opposing more generous terms 


for delivery of disaster aid dollars 
and funding to rebuild antiquated 
water systems and make them 
more resilient to future storms. 

Allies of Puerto Rico say 
Trump treats the U.S. territory 
worse than states that have en¬ 
dured far less devastating hurri¬ 
cane disasters. 

“These folks are living under 
the American flag,” said Rep. Jose 
Serrano, D-N.Y. “They should not 
be treated any differently than 
any other American citizen.” 

The Puerto Rican vote is an 
increasingly potent vote in Flori¬ 
da, an essential state to Trump’s 
re-election bid. Freshman Sen. 
Rick Scott, R-Fla., a Trump ally, 
is a strong supporter of aid to the 
island. 

“Puerto Rico’s success is 
America’s success and Puerto 
Rico’s recovery is America’s re¬ 
covery,” Scott said in his maiden 
Senate speech earlier this year. 
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Boeing, FAA nearing end of 
737 Max 8 systems overhaui 


By Aaron Gregg and Rachel Weiner 

The Washington Post 

Boeing and the Federal Aviation Administration 
are nearing completion of a long-awaited software 
and training overhaul for the 737 Max 8 commercial 
jetliner’s flight control systems, both organizations 
confirmed Saturday. 

If the new changes are finalized and approved 
by the FAA on time, they could mark an early 
step toward remedying the safety concerns that 
have gripped the global aviation industry in recent 
months following deadly plane crashes in Indonesia 
and Ethiopia. 

The software and training fixes were announced 
by Boeing on March 11 after the FAA called for 
them in an official airworthiness directive. The two 
organizations have been developing the fixes for 
months but did not publicly commit to them until 
after a second deadly crash on March 10 involving a 
Boeing 737 Max 8 jet. 

“We’ve been working diligently and in close co¬ 
operation with the FAA on the software update,” 
a Boeing spokesman said Saturday in a statement. 
“We are taking a comprehensive and careful ap¬ 
proach to design, develop and test the software that 
will ultimately lead to certification.” 

The FAA demanded the software fixes be com¬ 
pleted “no later than April” and says it will evaluate 
the software fixes this week. 

The news comes as Boeing and the FAA are facing 
a rare safety crisis that has shaken the confidence 
of international regulators. On March 10, a Boeing 
737 Max 8 operated by Ethiopian Airlines crashed 
just minutes after takeoff, killing all 157 aboard. It 
came just months after another Boeing 737 Max 8 
crashed off the coast of Indonesia, killing 189. 

Aircraft regulators around the world grounded 


the Max 8 and Max 9 jets within days. 

The two crashes occurred under similar circum¬ 
stances. In each case, the plane veered up and down 
in the minutes after takeoff before turning into a 
fatal nose-dive. The FAA concluded on March 13 that 
it saw similarities between the two crashes based on 
recently analyzed satellite data and evidence inves¬ 
tigators found in the wreckage in Ethiopia. 

Although the precise causes of the two crashes 
remain unknown, Boeing has faced harsh criticism 
from U.S. pilot groups, advocacy organizations and 
lawmakers over a decision to add a flight control 
system called the Maneuvering Characteristics 
Augmentation System, or MCAS, into the 737 Max 
8 without notifying pilots. 

The MCAS is designed to account for changes to 
the plane’s engines. It is supposed to prevent the 
plane from stalling by automatically nudging its 
nose downward in response to information fed from 
the plane’s external sensors. Boeing did not detail 
the system in pilot training for the 737 Max, howev¬ 
er, which pilots said left them in the dark about how 
to respond to potentially dangerous scenarios. 

The circumstances under which Boeing designed 
the plane and the FAA’s oversight of it are the sub¬ 
ject of numerous lawsuits, congressional inquiries 
and a criminal investigation. 

A Boeing spokesman said Saturday that the plane’s 
new flight systems will rely on more than one exter¬ 
nal sensor to measure the direction of the plane’s 
nose before making automatic changes, something 
that should satisfy an FAA requirement that air¬ 
craft systems do not base automated decisions on a 
single fallible sensor. The spokesman said the new 
software would also prevent the plane’s automated 
system from pointing the nose of the plane too far 
downward, something that is meant to prevent the 
plane from overreacting to bad flight data. 


Man accused of stabbing woman after crash 


Associated Press 


PEORIA, Ariz. — A 25-year- 
old Arizona man who was driving 
a San Diego-area woman’s car is 
accused of 
I fatally stab- 



to help. 

Fernando Acosta, of Phoenix, 
got out of the car and accosted 
a witness with a knife before re¬ 
peatedly stabbing Martha Thy, 
of Spring Valley, Calif, along 


the Loop 101 freeway in Peo¬ 
ria on Friday, according to an 
Arizona Department of Public 
Safety probable-cause statement 
released Saturday. 

Thy was stabbed while she was 
still inside the white Lexus sedan 
and then while on her knees on 
the ground outside it after she 
crawled out and closed a door be¬ 
hind her, the statement said 

Thy died at a hospital. The 
statement said she was stabbed 
or cut at least 20 times. 

The statement did not mention 
a possible motive. No additional 
information was available, the 
Department of Public Safety said 
Saturday. 

Acosta remained jailed Satur¬ 
day on suspicion of premeditated 
first-degree murder and aggra¬ 
vated assault. 

Several people stopped to help 


the woman, the Department of 
Public Safety said. 

Gustavo Munoz told KNXV-TV 
that he was among the passers-by 
who stopped and jumped out of 
his car to help. 

“I ran towards the vehicle, and 
when I got to the other side of the 
ditch the man comes out with a 
knife. Hands full of blood. (His) 
face, body was filled with blood,” 
Munoz said. 

A man with a gun fired shots at 
the ground to try to scare the at¬ 
tacker “to see if he would drop the 
knife and stop stabbing the lady 
that was in the vehicle,” Munoz 
said. 

One of the passers-by even¬ 
tually tackled the suspect and 
knocked the knife from his hands, 
and others piled on and held the 
man down until police arrived, 
Munoz said. 



ABC-15.coM/AP 


This undated image made from video shows a medical helicopter 
after it crashed in rugged terrain east of Phoenix, killing two 
crewmembers and seriously injuring a third, in December 2015. 


Report: Pilot overtaxed 
helicopter’s capabilities 


By Paul Davenport 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Federal investi¬ 
gators say a pilot flew a medical 
helicopter beyond its capabilities 
on a high-speed, low-level flight 
across mountainous east-central 
Arizona before it hit a slope on 
a ridge, killing two of the crew¬ 
members aboard. 

A National Transportation 
Safety Board final report on the 
Dec. 15, 2015, crash said the pilot 
lost control of the helicopter as 
the combination of high speed 
and other factors overtaxed the 
hydraulics system, causing a 
phenomenon known as servo 
transparency. 

After the Native Air Ambulance 
flight operated by Air Methods 
Corp. cleared one ridgeline on a 
flight from Mesa back to its base 
in Globe, it descended and accel¬ 
erated before crewmembers saw 
another ridge directly in its path, 
according to the NTSB report. 

“According to the paramedic, 
around this time, the pilot said an 
expletive in a panicked voice. The 
paramedic looked up and saw a 
ridgeline immediately in their 
path and terrain filling up the 
view,” the report continued. 

The Airbus AS350 helicopter 
banked hard to the right and par¬ 
tially broke apart when it crashed 
about 15 miles east of Globe, the 
report said. 

Air Methods did not imme¬ 
diately respond to a request by 
The Associated Press for com¬ 
ment on the NTSB findings, but 
the company headquartered in 
Englewood, Colo., previously said 


regarding the crash that it al¬ 
ways followed the “highest safety 
standards.” 

The paramedic, Derek Boehm, 
was severely injured and sur¬ 
vived the crash. Pilot David Sch¬ 
neider, 51, died soon after the 
crash while flight nurse Chad 
Frary remained alive longer but 
died before rescuers arrived. 

The report said Air Method 
operations controllers in Denver 
didn’t notice for about two hours 
that the helicopter was missing, 
delaying the start of an aerial 
search. However, Frary’s severe 
injuries and other circumstances 
made it unlikely he would have 
survived even with timely noti¬ 
fication of the crash, the report 
said. 

Schneider was an experienced 
pilot with 5,670 flight hours, in¬ 
cluding 2,117 in the make and 
model of the helicopter that 
crashed. 

A civilian air-evacuation heli¬ 
copter and an Arizona Depart¬ 
ment of Public Safety helicopter 
located the crash wreckage about 
12 miles north of Superior about 
two hours after the Native Air 
helicopter was reported missing. 
Those helicopters were able to 
put emergency personnel on the 
ground, but they lacked the hoist 
capability to extract Boehm. 

An Air Force rescue helicopter 
from Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base in Tucson happened to be 
nearby and was able to head to 
the crash site, put two rescue of¬ 
ficers on the ground and pick up 
Boehm about four hours after the 
crash. 
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No timetable for 
reopening ship 
channel in Texas 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Officials have no 
timetable for reopening a portion 
of the Houston Ship Channel, one 
of the busiest commercial water¬ 
ways in the country, after another 
setback caused flammable chem¬ 
icals to seep into the water near a 
fire-ravaged petrochemical tank 
farm, a Coast Guard commander 
said Saturday. 

Coast Guard Capt. Kevin Oditt 
said during a news conference 
that work was underway to con¬ 
tain and absorb benzene and other 
contaminants after a dike failed 
adjacent to the farm operated by 
the Intercontinental Terminals 
Co. in Deer Park, southeast of 
Houston. 

The breach occurred Friday. 
As of early Saturday, more than 
40 vessels — oil tankers, contain¬ 
er ships and other crafts — were 
either trying to move south out 
of the channel or north toward 
awaiting terminals, according to 
Coast Guard petty officer Kelly 
Parker. 

The channel is a critical water¬ 
way that connects oil refineries 
between the Port of Houston and 
the Gulf of Mexico. 


ITC was planning Saturday to 
resume pumping some 20,000 
barrels of product from a tank 
heavily damaged by the fire, 
which began March 17 and was 
extinguished Wednesday but 
flared again on two occasions. 
The most recent flare-up on Fri¬ 
day took an hour to suppress and 
disrupted the pumping, ITC ex¬ 
ecutive Brent Weber said. 

The tanks that caught fire con¬ 
tained components of gasoline 
and materials used in nail polish 
remover, glues and paint thinner. 

Residents already alarmed by 
a large plume of black smoke that 
billowed for days from the farm 
were further shaken by an order 
Thursday to remain indoors after 
elevated levels of benzene were 
detected in the air. Schools in the 
region also were shuttered and 
waterfront parks were closed to 
the public as a precaution. 

The chemical evaporates 
quickly and can cause drowsi¬ 
ness, dizziness, rapid heartbeat 
and headaches, with worse symp¬ 
toms at higher levels of exposure. 

Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton filed a lawsuit against 
ITC, saying Friday that Texas had 


Powerball jackpot now 
$750M after no winner 


Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — Lottery 
officials say the Powerball jackpot 
has ballooned to $750 million after 
no ticket matched all six numbers 
in the most recent drawing. 

The numbers drawn Saturday 
night are 24, 25, 52, 60 and 66, 
with a Powerball of 5. 

The next drawing for what 
would be the fourth-largest jack¬ 
pot in US. history is Wednesday. 

No one has won the Powerball 


jackpot since the day after Christ¬ 
mas. Twenty-four drawings since 
then have failed to produce a 
winner. 

The buyers of three tickets 
shared the country’s largest jack¬ 
pot. It was a nearly $1.59 billion 
Powerball prize drawn on Jan. 
13, 2016. 

A South Carolina purchaser 
won a $1.54 billion Mega Millions 
jackpot, the nation’s second-larg¬ 
est lottery prize ever. 


12 hurt, 50 cars involved in 
crashes on Calif, highway 


Associated Press 

GORMAN, Calif — Authori¬ 
ties say several crashes involving 
about 50 vehicles on Interstate 5 
north of Los Angeles have sent 12 
people to the hospital. 

The Grapevine section of the 
interstate was closed as emer¬ 
gency crews responded to the ac¬ 
cidents Saturday afternoon. 

The California Highway Pa¬ 
trol’s traffic incident website 


said the accidents occurred amid 
thick fog. 

Los Angeles County Fire Capt. 
Ron Haralson said a dozen people 
were transported to the hospital. 
One was in critical condition. 

The injured included a 21- 
month-old child and a horse in a 
trailer that was rear-ended. 

The wrecks caused traffic on 
northbound and southbound 
lanes to back up for miles. 



Godofredo a. Vasquez, Houston Chronicle/AP 


The petrochemical fire at Intercontinental Terminals Co. reignited as crews tried to clean out the 
chemicals that remained in the tanks on Friday in Deer Park, Texas. 


to hold the company “accountable 
for the damage it has done to our 
environment.” The company has 
had a history of environmental 
violations, Paxton said. 

ITC spokeswoman Alice Rich¬ 
ardson declined to comment on 
Paxton’s claims, citing the pend¬ 
ing litigation. 

Deer Park Mayor Jerry Mouton 
Jr. has spent days giving assur¬ 
ances that company and public 
officials are working in a trans¬ 
parent manner to provide the lat¬ 
est updates to anxious residents. 

“Everybody out here is doing 
the best they can,” Mouton said, 
later adding, “They’re trying to 
address every situation to the 
best of their ability.” 



Brett Coomer, Houston Chronicle/AP 


Emergency crews continue to douse what's left of the petrochemical 
tank fire. 
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20 years after Columbine, families share stories 


By Dan Elliott 

Associated Press 

LITTLETON, Colo. — Fami¬ 
lies of the Columbine High School 
shooting victims gathered at the 
school Saturday to tell their sto¬ 
ries nearly 20 years after the 
tragedy, and they spoke of for¬ 
giveness, inclusion and healing, 
and the balm that sometimes only 
silence can bring. 

It was on April 20, 1999, that 
two Columbine students gunned 
down 12 classmates and a teacher 
in the Denver suburb of Littleton. 

A dozen parents, siblings, for¬ 
mer students and others who suf¬ 
fered through the ordeal met with 
reporters ahead of next month’s 
anniversary. Here are some of 
their stories. 

Parents forgive 

Darrell Scott was thinking 
about forgiveness Saturday. 

Darrell and Sandy Scott’s 
daughter, Rachel, was killed at 
Columbine, and they founded a 
program called Rachel’s Chal¬ 
lenge in her honor. One principle 
the program teaches is forgive¬ 
ness, a path the Scotts chose after 
Rachel was killed. 

“It was a difficult choice, but it’s 
enabled us to help students who 
are struggling with issues in their 
own life,” Darrell Scott said. 

Forgiveness frees you, Scott 
said. “And if you don’t forgive, 
you’re going to be unforgiving 
and bitter and angry and seek re¬ 
venge,” he said. 

Surviving son 

The Scotts’ son, Craig, was also 
a student at Columbine and was 
at the school the day of the attack. 
He worries that school shootings 
have become “a part of the Amer¬ 
ican psyche.” 

“The formula, unfortunately, 
is, you’re bullied at school, so 
maybe you’re going to do a school 
shooting,” said Scott, who has an 
organization called Value Up and 
speaks to students about valuing 
human life and not turning to 
violence. 

“If you’re bullied at school 
or harassed, that’s wrong,” he 
said. “But that’s also tempo¬ 
rary. ... When you choose to go 
and end somebody’s life, that’s 
permanent.” 

Principal reflects 

Frank DeAngelis, who was 
Columbine’s principal at the time 
of the shooting, wondered aloud 
how the killers grew so hateful, 
and whether part of the answer 
was that they felt excluded. 

“We talk about things to make 
schools safer,” he said. “But the 
thing you can’t underestimate is 
making everyone feel welcome, 
inclusiveness.” 

Schools are becoming more 
inclusive, he said, but now they 
have to fight cyberbullying. 

“That’s the thing that scares 
me,” DeAngelis said. “Now, when 
someone posts something on this 
phone, it’s there forever, and these 
kids feel their lives are destroyed 
forever.” 



Photos by Thomas Peipert/AP 

Former Columbine principal Frank DeAngelis on Saturday reflects about the upcoming 20th anniversary 
of the mass shooting at the suburban Denver high school. 



... if you don’t 
forgive, you’re going 
to be unforgiving 
and bitter and angry 
and seek revenge ^ 

Darrell Scott 

parent of Columbine shooting victim 



Above left: Columbine survivor 
Heather Martin did not return to 
her high school until 10 years 
after the mass shooting. 

Above right: Sandy and Darrell 
Scott founded a program that 
teaches foi^iveness after their 
daughter, Rachel, was killed in 
the April 20, 1999, attack. 

Right: Rick Townsend recalled 
the support families received 
from around the world after the 
attack. His daughter, Lauren, 
was killed in the attack. 



Emotional trauma 

Missy Mendo and Heather 
Martin were Columbine students 
who escaped the attack physically 
unhurt, but the emotional trauma 
kept them away from the school 
for years. 

“I struggled a lot after Colum¬ 
bine,” Martin said. 

She eventually ventured back 
to the school on the 10th anniver¬ 
sary of the shootings, in 2009, but 
Mendo had not returned before 
this year. 

Mendo and Martin helped found 
the Rebels Project — named for 
the Columbine High School mas¬ 
cot — to help other survivors of 
mass trauma. 

That work helped Mendo gather 
the courage to return Saturday. 

“Helping others, knowing that 
you help them with steps that you 
had to help yourself through” al¬ 
lowed her to go back, she said. 

Father remembers 

For Tom Mauser, whose son 
Daniel was killed at Columbine, 
the 20th anniversary will be just 
another day and a bad one. 

“We live it every day,” he said. 
“It’s a remembrance that we have 
every day that we lost our son, 
just like anybody who has lost a 
child.” 

But he appreciates that other 
people want to honor the victims 
and ask how the survivors are 
faring. 

More meaningful than observ¬ 
ing anniversaries would be to ask 
whether society will act to prevent 
school shootings, Mauser said. 

“What resolve do we have to 
stop this from happening again?” 
he said. 

Kindness needed 

Rick Townsend, whose daugh¬ 
ter Lauren was slain at Colum¬ 
bine, was thinking about kindness 
and recalling the outpouring of 
support that the families felt from 
people around the world. 

“There was a time then when 
people were saying, ‘You know, 
we really need to be nicer to each 
other. We need to support each 
other,”’ he said. 

“I think that over time some of 
that’s been lost, and I’m not sure 
why.” 

Silence says more 

Lauren Townsend’s mother. 
Dawn Anna, said she finds solace 
by helping others through trag¬ 
edy. The most important thing, 
she said, is not to talk but simply 
be present. 

She learned that from a friend 
she described as a “motor mouth” 
who came to her house after the 
Columbine shootings but — to 
her surprise and relief — said 
nothing. She only sat with her, oc¬ 
casionally getting up to get her a 
glass of water. 

“Don’t say anything, because 
there’s not a single word you 
can say that’s going to mean a 
thing,” Anna said. “And then 
when they’re ready, or if they ask 
a question, then you can start to 
talk.” 
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VETERANS _ 

Vets helping vets through crisis in Calif. 



Photos by Allison ZAUCHA/For The Washington Post 


Above: Jermaine Petit, center, talks with Tyrone Anderson and Shannon Teague, of the Veterans Crisis 
Response Team, outside the Veterans Administration Hospital in Long Beach, Calif. Below: Teague gets 
ready to respond to a veteran showing signs of mental distress. 



By Rob Kuznia 

Special To The Washington Post 

LOS ANGELES — The former 
Army soldier was slumped in the 
back seat of a sheriffs department 
squad car when Shannon Teague 
and Tyrone “T-bone” Anderson 
arrived on the scene. A couple of 
hours earlier, high on meth, he’d 
been yelling “you will die” from 
the front porch of a transition 
house for homeless veterans. 

Teague made the introductions. 
Neither she nor Anderson wore 
a uniform, except for the patch 
on their jackets and the ID tags 
clipped to their shirts. 

“I’m a social worker, and this 
is my partner, T-bone,” she told 
the man. “We are from the VA. 
You’re not in trouble.” 

Encounters such as this one 
represent a new approach to 
dealing with veterans in crisis. 
Against the backdrop and heart¬ 
ache of their persistently high sui¬ 
cide rates, authorities are touting 
the Los Angeles County program 
as a breakthrough in policing that 
could save lives. 

At its core is the belief that vet¬ 
erans are often best equipped to 
talk brethren back from the brink 
— and to guide them to services. 
Since the program’s launch in 
September, local law enforce¬ 
ment agencies answering such 
911 calls have dispatched not only 
deputies or officers but also two- 
person teams from the Veterans 
Affairs hospital in Long Beach. 

The duos have responded to 
more than 125 emergencies. A 
Vietnam vet whose thoughts had 
become so bleak he’d hung a 
noose in his backyard. A former 
soldier who’d run through traf¬ 
fic on a busy L.A. thoroughfare, 
swinging a knife and yelling at 
drivers that a voice was telling 
her to kill herself 

Vets “speak their own lan¬ 
guage,” said Lt. John Gannon, 
of the L.A. County Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment, who helped create 
the program and believes it’s al¬ 
ready made a difference. “It’s a 
subculture.” 

On the call outside that tran¬ 
sition house in a Los Angeles 
suburb, the distress was all too 
familiar. The man had PTSD and 
a brain injury suffered in com¬ 
bat. He also had a diagnosis of 
schizophrenia. 

As Teague and Anderson 
learned, the veteran had spent 
the last three days wandering the 
streets. The home’s operators re¬ 
fused to allow him back in given 
his repeated violations of their 
no-drugs rule. That’s when he 
started shouting threats and kick¬ 
ing the door. 

The pair coaxed him out of the 
squad car and into the back of 
their unmarked SUV to talk. 

“It seems like you’re hav¬ 
ing a rough morning,” Teague 
said. “Can you tell me what 
happened?” 

“You’re probably going to 
laugh,” he replied. 

She remembers assuring him 
that she wouldn’t judge him. He 
seemed exhausted. He apologized 
that his feet were smelly. 

“I can see evil in people,” he 


told her. “I can tell which people 
are evil.” 

Was anyone at the house evil? 
she asked. 

“Yes.” 

What did he want to do to peo¬ 
ple who are evil? 

“Cut their heads off” 

‘We’re coming to you’ 

The Veterans Health Admin¬ 
istration runs about 170 medical 
centers across the country and 
employs roughly 4,700 sworn of¬ 
ficers to patrol the grounds of its 
hospitals. With rare exceptions, 
officials acknowledge, they stay 
within their campus confines. 

But the pilot program run by 
the VA Long Beach Healthcare 
System sends officers and clini¬ 
cians off the grounds, either to 
respond to emergency calls or 
to check on veterans who have 
missed therapy appointments. 

Supporters call the program 
the first of its kind and hope it 
will be replicated nationwide. 

“Instead of telling veterans, 
‘Hey call the crisis line and then 
figure out a way to get to the hos¬ 
pital to get care,’ we’re going to 
change things up. ... We’re com¬ 
ing to you,” said David Weiner, 
who recently retired as the Long 
Beach VA police chief 

About 20 veterans kill them¬ 


selves every day in the United 
States — a suicide rate that is 1.5 
times that of the civilian popula¬ 
tion, according to the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. On average, 
officials say, nearly three-quar¬ 
ters of those veterans had not 
sought therapy, drug rehab and 
other services for which they are 
eligible. 

Teague doesn’t need statistics 
to understand the magnitude of 
the problem. Just in the past two 
years, three of the roughly 75 sol¬ 
diers from her unit who served in 
Iraq have taken their own lives. 

“It’s really hard to be on Face- 
book and you see somebody start¬ 
ing to decline and showing those 
signs of, like, ‘Dude I’m strug¬ 
gling really bad,’ ” she said. “And 
then, next thing you know, we 
find out he’s passed.” 

She and Anderson make an 
interesting pair. She’s 37, a so¬ 
cial worker with two sleeve tat¬ 
toos that end in messages at each 
wrist — “Love God” on the left, 
“Love Others” on the right. He’s 
55, tall and bald, a longtime cop 
whose demeanor seems as suited 
to teaching as policing. 

Both faced their share of trau¬ 
ma while in the Marines. Ander¬ 
son was shot at repeatedly during 
his tour of Lebanon, where he 
arrived just after 17 comrades 


from his company were killed in 
a 1983 terrorist attack. Teague 
broke her neck during a training 
exercise before her unit’s deploy¬ 
ment in 2003. 

As a rule, neither shares their 
war stories with the vets they 
assist, nor do they pry for de¬ 
tails about their clients’ combat 
histories. 

“Sometimes you don’t want to 
bring stuff up, because there are 
certain trigger mechanisms that 
can set people off,” Anderson 
said. 

The work that brought them 
together on the Veterans Mental 
Evaluation Team — VMET for 
short—was inspired by a tragedy 
in early 2018. As a former Marine 
who had been making threats 
was being arrested, he wheeled 
around and clocked a deputy. 

In the ensuing melee with other 
deputies, Jeremy Spencer, 47, 
started having trouble breathing. 
He died at the scene. (No cause 
of death has been released, and 
the county district attorney con¬ 
tinues to investigate, a homicide 
detective confirmed.) 

“Most of our people were not 
connecting with this guy on a 
personal level,” said Gannon, who 
runs the Sheriff’s Department 
Mental Evaluation Teams — also 
clinician-cop pairings dispatched 
to scenes where mentally ill peo¬ 
ple are posing a danger to them¬ 
selves or others. He wondered 
whether that effort could add a 
veterans component and pitched 
the idea to area VA officials. 

The Long Beach facility was 
receptive. Talks are underway 
about a similar program at the 
VA West Los Angeles Medical 
Center. The VA in Spokane has 
also expressed an interest. 

During VMET’s first four 
months, Teague and Anderson — 
with help from a night crew of two 
VA officers — responded to about 
275 calls. About half of them were 
urgent calls in the field; the other 
half were follow-ups monitoring 
the progress of vets they’d helped 


connect to services. 

“When there are situations that 
could potentially lead to really 
bad outcomes, we need to be out 
there and we need to be getting 
our veterans the care that they 
need,” said Larry Albers, chief of 
psychiatry at the Long Beach VA. 
He believes lives have already 
been saved, though the program 
is too new for any studies of its 
outcomes. 

On at least one occasion, the 
situation was very far afield, in¬ 
volving a 27-year-old combat 
veteran in Phoenix who’d texted 
his brother a disturbing message 
and a photo of a shotgun. Their 
aunt knew Weiner and contacted 
his office at the VA. The chief 
had Teague phone the vet, who’d 
recently lost two cousins — also 
combat veterans — to suicide. 

“Him getting a call from the VA 
— the exact organization he feels 
has abandoned him — meant the 
world to him,” April Peters said 
of her nephew. Teague persuaded 
him to try therapy. 

A transformation 

Any intervention that keeps a 
vet safe is considered a success, 
yet there’s no certainty for what 
happens after that. The veteran 
at that suburban transition house 
agreed to a psychiatric evaluation 
at the Long Beach VA and then 
was sent to an outside detox facil¬ 
ity. By early March, he seemed to 
have disappeared. 

Sometimes, though, a full trans¬ 
formation takes place. 

Jermaine Petit, 36, was a trag¬ 
edy waiting to happen when 
Teague and Anderson first met 
him. 

As an Air Force medic in Ger¬ 
many during the early 2000s, 
he’d treated US. soldiers gravely 
wounded in Iraq. But when he re¬ 
turned to Los Angeles after his 
tour, his life began unraveling. 

He started using crystal meth. 
He’d often wander the streets, 
homeless, paranoid and delu¬ 
sional, armed with hatchets and 
knives. He was arrested more 
than a dozen times, with police 
once subduing him with a Taser. 

The VA team got called late one 
night after Petit had a confronta¬ 
tion with some men his mother 
feared were gang members. 
The team drove 30 miles to her 
home, arriving to find the vet¬ 
eran clutching a hammer. They 
eventually persuaded him to set it 
aside and go with them to the VA 
hospital in Long Beach. 

Teague and Anderson began 
visiting Petit there in the psychi¬ 
atric ward. At first he was nonre- 
sponsive. “He felt we kidnapped 
him,” Anderson said. 

Yet, in rehab he started focus¬ 
ing on goals and even mentoring 
others. These days he hugs his 
visitors. 

“When you see someone at one 
of their lowest points and you see 
them in such desperation, and 
then to be able to kind of follow 
them through their journey of 
recovery, to see them at a point 
where they are flourishing — it’s 
really heartwarming and gratify¬ 
ing,” Teague said. 
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Majority in new US poll in 
favor of stricter gun laws 

Support has changed little, but many fear for public safety 


By Lisa Marie Pane 
AND Emily Swanson 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A m^ority 
of Americans favor stricter gun 
laws, and most believe places 
of worship and schools have be¬ 
come less safe over the last two 
decades, according to a new poll 
conducted by The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research. 

The survey was conducted 
both before and after this month’s 
mass shooting at two mosques in 
New Zealand. It found that 67 per¬ 
cent of Americans support mak¬ 
ing U.S. gun laws stricter, while 
22 percent say they should be left 
as they are and 10 percent think 
they should be made less strict. 

The New Zealand shooting on 
March 15 did not appear to have 
an impact on Americans’ sup¬ 
port for new gun laws; support 
for tighter gun laws was the same 
in interviews conduct before and 
after the shooting. 

While a majority of Ameri¬ 
cans have consistently said they 
support stronger gun laws, pro¬ 
posals have stalled repeatedly 
in Congress in recent years, a 
marked contrast to New Zealand 
and some other countries, such as 
Australia, that have acted swiftly 
after a mass shooting. Less than a 
week after the mosque shootings. 
New Zealand moved to ban “mili¬ 
tary-style” semi-automatic weap¬ 
ons and high-capacity magazines. 
Similarly, after a mass shooting in 
1996 Australia enacted sweeping 


gun bans within two weeks. 

The new poll suggests many 
Americans would support similar 
measures, but there’s a wide gulf 
between Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans on banning specific types of 
guns. Overall, 6 in 10 Americans 
support a ban on AR-15 rifles and 
similar semiautomatic weapons. 
Roughly 8 in 10 Democrats, but 
only about 4 in 10 Republicans, 
support that policy. 

Republicans are also far less 
likely than Democrats to think 
that making it harder to buy a gun 
would prevent mass shootings, 36 
percent to 81 percent. Overall, 
58 percent of Americans think it 
would. 

Still, some gun restrictions get 
wide support across party lines. 
Wide shares of both Democrats 
and Republicans support a uni¬ 
versal background check require¬ 
ment, along with allowing courts 
to prevent some people from buy¬ 
ing guns if they are considered 
dangerous to themselves or oth¬ 
ers even if they have not commit¬ 
ted crimes. 

In contrast to New Zealand, the 
United States has enacted few na¬ 
tional restrictions in recent years. 
In part, that’s a reflection of gun 
rights being enshrined in the U.S. 
Constitution. In a poll by the Pew 
Research Center in spring 2017, 
74 percent of gun owners said the 
right to own guns is essential to 
their own sense of freedom. 

That poll also found that gun 
owners were far more likely than 
those who don’t own guns to con¬ 
tact public officials about gun pol¬ 


icy or donate to organizations that 
take a stance on the issue. 

A divided Congress after last 
year’s midterm elections only 
serves to make any new national 
gun laws unlikely for the foresee¬ 
able future. 

Overall support for stricter 
gun laws is unchanged since an 
AP-NORC poll conducted one 
year ago, a month after the school 
shooting in Parkland, Fla., that 
left 17 people killed. The post- 
Parkland poll marked an increase 
in support for stricter gun laws, 
from 61 percent in October 2017. 

But the strength of that support 
appears to have ebbed. The per¬ 
centage who say gun laws should 
be made much stricter, rather 
than just somewhat stricter, drift¬ 
ed down slightly after reaching 
a peak in the post-Parkland poll, 
from 45 percent then to 39 per¬ 
cent now. 

The poll showed a wide share of 
Americans say safety in churches, 
synagogues, mosques and other 
places of worship has worsened 
over the past two decades. Sixty- 
one percent say religious houses 
have grown less safe over the last 
two decades. Slightly more said 
so after the New Zealand shoot¬ 
ing than before, 64 percent to 57 
percent. 

Nearly 7 in 10 believe elemen¬ 
tary and high schools have be¬ 
come less safe than they used to 
be. And 57 percent say the same 
about colleges and universities. 

Charlene Bates, who works 
in the library at a high school in 
Idaho, said she believes a combi¬ 



Alex Brandon/AP 


An AR-15-style rifle is displayed on July 26, 2012, at the Firing-Line 
indoor range and gun shop in Aurora, Colo. A new poll found 67 
percent of Americans support stricter gun laws. 


nation of factors has made schools 
less safe than in the past. Mental 
illness, parents who aren’t as en¬ 
gaged in their kids’ lives, social 
media and violent video games 
are among the reasons she cites 
for gun violence in schools. 

“There are a lot of kids that 
you’re just unsure about; they’re 
kind of unstable,” said Bates, 46, 
from Pocatello, about 235 miles 
east of Boise. There are some 
students who are quiet and keep 
to themselves, and she wonders 
if they’re “like a bomb waiting to 
go off ... I think that’s what scares 
me the most.” 

While Idaho is one of the safest 
places in the United States, Bates 
sees coverage of mass shootings 
and violence elsewhere in the 
United States and around the 
world. 

Her school’s resource officer 
conducted some training recently 
and “he said it’s not if, it’s when. 
This is very likely to happen even 


in our community. 

“We aren’t isolated,” she said. 

When it comes to places of 
entertainment, the public has 
mixed views. Nearly half con¬ 
sider concerts to be less safe than 
they were, and about as many say 
the same of bars and restaurants. 
Fewer — roughly a third — say 
sporting events have gotten less 
safe. 

While many consider public 
transportation systems to be less 
safe, about a third of Americans 
say airports have gotten more 
safe over 20 years — likely a re¬ 
flection of the stepped up security 
since the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

The AP-NORC poll of 1,063 
adults was conducted Mar. 14- 
18 using a sample drawn from 
NORC’s probability-based Ameri- 
Speak Panel, which is designed to 
be representative of the U.S. pop¬ 
ulation. The margin of sampling 
error for all respondents is plus or 
minus 4.1 percentage points. 


The New Zealand shooting on March 
15 did not appear to have an impact on 
Americans’ support for new gun laws. 

AP-NORC poll 


Exxon Valdez oil spill 
inflicted lasting wounds 


Associated Press 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — It 
was just after midnight on March 
24,1989, when an Exxon Shipping 
Co. tanker ran aground outside 
the town of Valdez, Alaska, spew¬ 
ing millions of gallons of thick, 
toxic crude oil into the pristine 
Prince William Sound. 

The world watched the after- 
math unfold: scores of herring, 
sea otters and birds soaked in oil, 
and hundreds of miles of shore¬ 
line polluted. Commercial fisher¬ 
men in the area saw their careers 
hit bottom. 

This month marks 30 years 
since the disaster, at the time the 
largest oil spill in U.S. history. 
Only the 2010 Deep Water Hori¬ 
zon disaster in the Gulf of Mexico 
has eclipsed it. 

The 986-foot Exxon Valdez 
tanker was bound for California 
when it struck Alaska’s Bligh Reef 


at 12:04 a.m. It spilled 11 million 
gallons of crude oil, which storms 
and currents smeared across 
1,300 miles of shoreline. 

The oil also extensively fouled 
spawning habitat in Prince Wil¬ 
liam Sound for herring and pink 
salmon, two of its most important 
commercial fish species. 

Fishermen and others affected 
by the spill dealt with ruined live¬ 
lihoods, broken marriages and 
suicides. Exxon compensation 
checks, minus what fishermen 
earned on spill work, arrived too 
late for many. 

Most of the affected species 
have recovered, but the spill led 
to wide-scale changes in the oil 
industry. Today, North Slope oil 
must be transported in double¬ 
hull tankers, which must be 
escorted by two tugs. Radar mon¬ 
itors the vessel’s position as well 
as that of icebergs. 



John Gaps III/AP 


A local fisherman inspects a dead California gray whale on the northern shore of Latouche Island, 
Alaska, on April, 9, 1989, after the Exxon Valdez oil spill. The whale was found in the oil-contaminated 
waters of Prince William ^und. 
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Stranded Norwegian cruise ship towed to port 


Helicopters rescue 475 passengers amid 
storms after vessel reports engine trouble 


By Mark Lewis 
AND Jari Tanner 
Associated Press 
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Passengers are helped from a rescue helicopter in Fraena, Norway, on Sunday after being rescued from 
the Viking Sky cruise ship. Rescue workers evacuated more than 475 passengers before the ship was 


STAVANGER, Norway — Res¬ 
cue helicopters took more than 
475 passengers from a cruise ship 
that got stranded off Norway’s 
western coast in bad weather 
before the vessel departed for a 
nearby port under escort and with 
nearly 900 people still on board, 
the ship’s owner said Sunday. 

The Viking Sky carried 1,373 
passengers and crewmembers 
when it had engine trouble in an 
unpredictable area of the Nor¬ 
wegian coast known for rough, 
frigid waters. The crew issued a 
mayday call Saturday afternoon. 

Five helicopters flying in the 
pitch dark took passengers from 
the tossing ship in a painstaking 
process that continued through¬ 
out the night. The rescues took 
place under difficult conditions 
that included wind gusts up to 43 
mph and waves over 26 feet high. 

Photos posted on social media 
showed the ship listing from side 
to side and furniture smashing 
violently into walls. 

“We understand 20 people suf¬ 


fered injuries as a result of this 
incident, and they are all receiv¬ 
ing care at the relevant medical 
centers in Norway, with some al¬ 
ready having been discharged,” 
Viking Ocean Cruises, the com¬ 
pany that owns and operates the 
ship, said. 

The company said in a state¬ 
ment that before the ship depart¬ 
ed for the port of Molde nearly a 
day after it became disabled, 479 
passengers had been airlifted to 
land by helicopters, leaving 436 
passengers and 458 crewmem¬ 
bers onboard. 

An American passenger, Rod¬ 
ney Horgen, of Minnesota, was 
visiting Norway as a dream pil¬ 
grimage to his ancestral home¬ 
land when the trip quickly turned 
into a nightmare. 

Horgen, 62, said he knew some¬ 
thing was badly amiss when the 
guests on the tossing cruise liner 
were all brought to the ship’s 
muster point. He felt sure the 
end had come when a huge wave 
crashed through glass doors and 
swept his wife, Judie Lemieux, 30 
feet across the floor. 

“When the windows and door 
flew open and the 2 meters of 


towed to the port of Molde. 

water swept people and tables 20 
to 30 feet, that was the breaker. I 
said to myself, ‘This is it,”’ Hor¬ 
gen recalled. “I grabbed my wife 
but I couldn’t hold on. And she 
was thrown across the room. And 
then she got thrown back again 


by the wave coming back. 

Hands and faces of fellow pas¬ 
sengers were cut and bleeding 
from shattered glass, he said. An 
experienced fisherman, Horgen 
said he had never experienced 
such rough boating conditions. 


Police said the crew, fear¬ 
ing the ship would run aground, 
managed to anchor in Hustadvika 
Bay so the evacuations could take 
place. A tugboat and two other 
vessels assisted the Viking Sky 
travel from the bay to Molde. 


Death toll from 
Cyclone Idai has 
risen to above 750 

Associated Press 

BEIRA, Mozambique — Cyclone Idai’s death toll is 
above 750 in the three southern African countries hit 
10 days ago by the storm, as workers restore electric¬ 
ity, water and try to prevent the outbreak of cholera, 
authorities said Sunday. 

In Mozambique the number of dead has risen to 446 
while there are 259 dead in Zimbabwe and at least 56 
dead in Malawi for a three-nation total of 761. 

All numbers for deaths are still preliminary, 
warned Mozambican Environment Minister Celso 
Correia. As floodwaters recede and more bodies are 
discovered, the final death toll in Mozambique alone 
could be above the early estimate of 1,000 made by 
the country’s president a few days after the cyclone 
hit, said aid workers. 

Nearly 110,000 people are now in camps more 
than a week after Cyclone Idai hit, said Correia, the 
government’s emergency coordinator. As efforts to 
rescue people trapped by the floods wind down, aid 
workers across the vast region are bracing for the 
spread of disease. 

“We’ll have cholera for sure,” Correia said at a 
press briefing, saying a center to respond to cholera 
has been set up in Beira though no cases have yet 



Themba Hadebe/AP 


A displaced family arrives after being rescued from 
a flooded area of Buzi district, 120 miles outside 
Beira, Mozambique, on Saturday. 

been confirmed. 

Beira is working to return basic services, he said. 
Electricity has been restored to water pumping and 
treatment stations by the government water agency 
so Beira and the nearby city of Hondo are getting 
clean water, he said. Electricity has been restored to 
part of Beira, and the port and railway line have re¬ 
opened, he said. 

Malaria is another looming health problem that 
the minister said was “unavoidable” because large 
expanses of standing water encourage the spread of 
malaria-carrying mosquitoes. 


UK ministers back May 
amid ouster plan reports 


Iraqi parliament sacks 
official after ferry sinking 

BAGHDAD — The Iraqi par¬ 
liament’s deputy speaker says the 
house’s m^ority has voted to sack 
a provincial official following the 
tragic sinking of a ferry in the Ti¬ 
gris River that killed nearly 100 
people. 


Hassan al-Kaabi told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Sunday that the 
m^ority of the house’s 329 mem¬ 
bers voted to sack the governor 
of Nineveh province and his two 
deputies. 

Angry residents of Mosul have 
protested against Nofal al-Akoub, 
demanding his firing. The ferry 
loaded with holidaymakers cel¬ 


ebrating the Kurdish and Persian 
new year sank Thursday. 

Police official Mazen Abdullah 
said 97 were killed and 67 remain 
missing. Abdullah said 55 were 
rescued. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi ordered an investi¬ 
gation into the incident. 

From The Associated Press 


By David Goodman 

Bloomberg 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Philip Hammond and other Cabi¬ 
net colleagues publicly backed 
Theresa May on Sunday as sev¬ 
eral British newspapers said the 
prime minister is under increas¬ 
ing pressure to stand down over 
her handling of Brexit. 

Speaking on Sky News, Ham¬ 
mond said that removing the 
prime minister won’t help the 
U.K., and talk of a new leader is 
“self-indulgent.” Still, in com¬ 
ments that could harden splits 
in May’s Cabinet, the chancel¬ 
lor refused to rule out holding a 
second referendum to help break 
the impasse over her Brexit deal, 
saying it was a “perfectly coher¬ 
ent proposition.” 

The chancellor was speaking 
after the Sunday Times, Sunday 
Telegraph, Mail on Sunday and 
the Observer said that Cabinet 
ministers were taking steps to 
remove May and install an inter¬ 
im leader to complete the Brexit 
process. 

According to the Sunday Times, 
at least six senior ministers want 
her deputy, David Lidington, to 
take the job until there’s a for¬ 
mal leadership election. They’ll 
confront her at a Cabinet meeting 
Monday, and threaten a mass res¬ 
ignation if she doesn’t step down, 
the report said. 

Michael Gove, a leading Brexi- 


teer in the 2016 referendum, and 
Foreign Minister Jeremy Hunt 
also have some support. 

Lidington said Sunday that he 
had no interest in taking May’s 
job, adding that “one thing that 
working closely with the prime 
minister does is cure you com¬ 
pletely of any lingering shred of 
ambition to want to do that task.” 
He was interviewed outside his 
home. 

Gove, speaking outside his 
home, later Sunday said he backed 
May and rejected any plan to 
change the prime minister. 

“This is a time for cool heads,” 
he said. “It’s not the time to 
change the captain of the ship; 
what we need to do is chart the 
right course.” 

May has two weeks to find a 
way forward after the Europe¬ 
an Union postponed the U.K.’s 
March 29 exit date, and she hopes 
to hold a third vote on her Brexit 
deal in the coming week and give 
members of Parliament a chance 
to weigh in on alternatives. 

On Sunday, Hammond reiter¬ 
ated that it was up to lawmakers 
to come together to find a way 
forward if they continue to reject 
May’s deal, and that the govern¬ 
ment would give them time to do 
that in coming days. 

“One way or another Parlia¬ 
ment is going to have the oppor¬ 
tunity this week to decide what 
it is in favor of,” he said on Sky’s 
“Sophy Ridge on Sunday.” 
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Thousands attend 
New Zealand vigil 
to honor the dead 



By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zea¬ 
land — Thousands of people gath¬ 
ered in the New Zealand city of 
Christchurch on Sunday to listen 
to prayers, songs and speeches at 
a vigil to remember the 50 people 
killed in a terrorist attack on two 
mosques. 

One of those watching from a 
wheelchair was Mustafa Boztas, 
21, who was shot in the leg and 
liver during the March 15 attack 
at the A1 Noor mosque. 

“It’s beautiful to see what the 
community has put together to 
show they care about us, and to 
show that we are all one,” Boztas 
said. 

He said he was recovering well 


and hoped to be walking normal¬ 
ly soon. 

Officials estimate up to 40,000 
people attended the event on a 
sunny evening at Hagley Park. It 
was held on a stage that had been 
set up for a concert by Canadian 
singer Bryan Adams that was 
canceled after the attacks. 

The names of each of the 50 
people killed were read out. 

Okirano Tilaia, the head boy 
at Cashmere High School, which 
lost two students in the attack, 
cited Martin Luther King Jr. in 
his speech, saying he conquered 
people with love, peace and 
solidarity. 

“Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can,” Tilaia 
said. “And hatred cannot drive 
out hatred. Only love can.” 


New Zealand has been holding 
a series of memorials since the 
attacks. On Friday, people across 
the nation observed the Muslim 


call to prayer one week after the 
attacks. Next Friday, a national 
remembrance is scheduled. 
Australian Brenton Tarrant, 28, 


has been charged with murder in 
the attacks and is scheduled to 
make his next court appearance 
on April 5. 


Venezuelan power struggle creates diplomatic duel abroad 



Fernando Vergara/AP 


Venezuelan citizens stand outside their consulate after finding it 
closed in Bogota, Colombia, on Tuesday. 


By Christine Armario 

Associated Press 

BOGOTA, Colombia — When 
Lorena Delgado approached the 
Venezuelan Consulate in Colom¬ 
bia’s capital on a recent afternoon 
hoping to extend the life of her 
expiring passport, she found the 
metal gates to the languishing 
building shuttered. 

Days earlier, Venezuelan lead¬ 
er Nicolas Maduro had severed 
ties with the neighboring Andean 
nation where more than 1 million 
of his compatriots have fled in 
recent years, recalling all his dip¬ 
lomats and leaving the consulate 
and embassy buildings closed. 

The man challenging Maduro’s 
claim to the presidency had ap¬ 
pointed a new ambassador, but 
he was at a loss about how to help 
her. Despite Colombia recogniz¬ 
ing Juan Guaido as Venezuela’s 
legitimate president, the ambas¬ 
sador he sent does not have ac¬ 
cess to the consulate or the ability 
to issue passport extensions. 

“You feel trapped,” said Delga¬ 
do, 32, who needs to travel abroad 
to apply for a work visa. “We’re in 
limbo.” 

As Venezuela’s power struggle 
stretches on, a parallel dispute for 
control of embassy buildings in 
the countries recognizing Guaido 
as Venezuela’s true president has 
taken root. 

While new opposition-ap¬ 
pointed diplomats are being rec¬ 
ognized around the world, the 
United States is the only nation 
where they control a consul¬ 
ate building. In no country do 
Guaido’s envoys have the ability 
to carry out basic tasks like is¬ 
suing a passport, as Venezuela’s 
civil registration agency remains 
under the control of Maduro. 


The diplomatic duel has left 
the estimated 3.4 million Ven¬ 
ezuelans who now live abroad 
stuck between two administra¬ 
tions. In most countries, holdover 
consular employees continue to 
carry out tasks like registering 
births abroad while new, Guaido- 
appointed ambassadors remain 
outside embassy walls, symbols 
of their movement’s lagging 
advance. 

“At this moment, we don’t have 
a solution from either side,” said 
Paola Soto, 25, who is trying to 
reunite with her 5-year-old son in 
Chile. 

The battle for diplomatic rec¬ 
ognition is largely taking place 
behind closed doors, but it has oc¬ 
casionally spilled out into public. 

In February, the Guaido-ap- 
pointed ambassador to Costa 


Rica, Maria Faria, announced she 
had taken control of the embassy 
in San Jose, proudly posting on 
Twitter a photograph of herself 
standing in front of a Venezuelan 
flag inside the building. A shout¬ 
ing match erupted outside when 
the Maduro-appointed diplomats 
tried to get in. 

Costa Rica’s Ministry of For¬ 
eign Affairs, despite recognizing 
Faria as Venezuela’s ambassa¬ 
dor, issued a statement deploring 
her actions, saying she’d broken 
an established protocol allowing 
Maduro appointees 60 days to 
leave. 

In March, a similarly confus¬ 
ing incident took place in Lima, 
Peru, when workers were spotted 
at night removing chairs and even 
a stately bust of South American 
independence hero Simon Bolivar 


from the Venezuelan Embassy. 
The furniture was put back inside 
after anti-government protesters 
decried the action. 

More recently, on March 18, 
Guaido’s US. ambassador an¬ 
nounced he was taking control 
of the New York Consulate and 
two military-owned buildings 
in Washington where images of 
Maduro have been replaced with 
portraits of Guaido. 

Venezuelan Foreign Minister 
Jorge Arreaza accused the Unit¬ 
ed States of violating articles of 
the Vienna Convention on Diplo¬ 
matic Relations that require host 
countries to protect foreign em¬ 
bassy buildings even when ties 
are severed. 

He warned that if the US. 
doesn’t fulfill its international ob¬ 
ligations, the Venezuelan govern¬ 
ment could pursue legal action 
and retaliate with reciprocal ac¬ 
tion — a not-so-veiled threat that 
they might occupy the recently 
vacated US. Embassy in Caracas. 
The US. withdrew all embassy 
personnel from Caracas due to 
safety concerns after Maduro 
severed ties with the US. over its 
support for Guaido. 

He added that while they can¬ 
not issue documents like pass¬ 
ports, the Guaido-led consulate 
does plan to look for other rem¬ 
edies to help the increasingly 
large number of Venezuelans who 
possess no valid form of identifi¬ 
cation. One idea being floated is 
the creation of a consular-issued 
identification card that would be 
recognized by the host nation. 

In other countries, the Guaido- 
named ambassadors are taking 
a gentler approach, choosing to 
slowly work toward eventually 
taking control of consulates in 


conjunction with the host nation’s 
foreign relations ministry — or 
avoiding the topic altogether. 

Humberto Calderon, the ap¬ 
pointed ambassador to Colombia, 
said he’s focused more on tending 
to Venezuelan migrants, viewing 
occupying the buildings as a po¬ 
tential agitation that could harm 
Colombians living in Venezuela. 

Calderon once served as Ven¬ 
ezuela’s energy minister and is 
working from a hotel. He said that 
when Maduro severed diplomatic 
relations with Colombia, nearly 
all the consular staff left, board¬ 
ing a government-sent plane and 
flying home. He’s had no access 
to anything they left behind in the 
buildings. 

In other countries, some Mad¬ 
uro employees have stayed on, 
gingerly sidestepping the higher 
voltage political fight. 

In Peru, five Maduro-appoint¬ 
ed envoys will remain in place 
to carry out consular functions, 
according to a high-ranking Ven¬ 
ezuelan official who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to discuss the 
situation. He said that after talks 
with Peru’s Foreign Ministry, an 
agreement was reached allowing 
them to remain in the country 
and continue working in the em¬ 
bassy, even though the nation rec¬ 
ognizes Guaido’s ambassador. 

“The objective is to maintain 
consular relations,” he said. “Not 
diplomatic ones.” 

That’s a scenario that’s likely to 
play out in most countries. Even 
as more than 50 heads of state de¬ 
clare their allegiance to Guaido, 
necessity will inevitably compel 
them to maintain a range of ties 
to the Maduro government. 

















Monday, March 25,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 15 


BUSINESS/WEATHER 



VivAN NEREiM/Bloomberg 


Naif AlSamri, left, and Ayman Alsanad, co-founders of delivery app 
Mrsool, pose at their office in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on March 14. 


Delivery app lets Saudis 
bargain for the best deal 


By Vivian Nereim 

Bloomberg 

Typing out your order on 
Mrsool is only the start of what’s 
made the Saudi delivery app more 
popular in the kingdom than Uber 
and Facebook. 

The experience that follows re¬ 
creates the bargaining of a tradi¬ 
tional market. Once the customer 
picks out items from a store or 
restaurant, couriers bid to run 
the errand, offering a delivery 
price within a certain range, 
which shoppers can reject if they 
find the quotes too expensive. 
The back-and-forth can continue 
as the courier buys and delivers 
the order, chatting and sharing 
photographs or voice notes. 

Created in 2015, Mrsool tapped 
into the quirks of the Saudi market 
while the economy went through 
a major transformation. Although 
the private sector has struggled 
to adapt to Crown Prince Mo¬ 
hammed bin Salman’s sweeping 
efforts to wean the kingdom off 
oil, e-commerce has taken off 
in a country addicted to smart¬ 
phones as buying habits change 
and consumers increasingly look 


for deals online. 

Mrsool’s under-40 founders, 
Ayman Alsanad and Naif AlSam- 
ri, recently completed a multimil- 
lion-dollar fundraising campaign, 
getting cash from STV as well as 
local firm Raed Ventures and 
Saudi investor Mazen Al-Jubeir. 
Alsanad declined to say exactly 
how much capital was raised. 

More than half of orders are for 
food, but there’s also demand for 
delivery of groceries, medicine 
and gifts like flowers or chocolate, 
Alsanad said. Customers have the 
choice of any store in their city. 
One client even used Mrsool to 
order gasoline after his car ran 
out of fuel on the highway. 

Among other features that 
have made it a hit at home is 
cash payment, since the economy 
still relies heavily on physical 
riyals. Alsanad said, however, 
that Mrsool plans to offer digital 
transfers soon. 

International expansion is the 
next step. Alsanad said Mrsool 
wants to use the money raised 
in the funding round to grow re¬ 
gionally starting with Bahrain, 
connected to Saudi Arabia by a 
causeway. 


Fed's slashing of rate hike 
projections stuns investors 


Bloomberg 

Federal Reserve policymak¬ 
ers have concluded that when in 
doubt, do no harm. 

Welcome to the new abnormal. 

Six months ago, U.S. central 
bankers thought they’d soon be 
returning to the days of on-target 
inflation, full employment and in¬ 
terest rates that, while lower than 
in decades past, would still need 
to rise into growth-restricting 
territory to keep things on track. 

But in a watershed moment, the 
Federal Reserve surprised inves¬ 
tors Wednesday by slashing rate 
projections to show no increase 
this year. 

The move was a serious about- 
face. Since September 2017, the 
Fed had signaled it would proba¬ 
bly need to eventually raise rates 
above its estimate of the so-called 
neutral level for the economy 
— which neither slows nor spurs 
growth — to slow the expansion 
and protect against the possibil¬ 
ity of higher inflation. 

That was based on a long-stand¬ 
ing view in the economics pro¬ 
fession about how the economy 
works: If central bankers allow 
the unemployment rate to fall too 
far below its lowest sustainable 
level by keeping rates too low, 
then inflation will rise. 

But in the U.S., though the un¬ 
employment rate has fallen to 3.8 
percent, near the lowest levels in 
five decades, neither price gains 
nor inflation expectations have 
gone up. If anything, they’ve been 
sliding. 

It appears to be a global prob¬ 
lem. The apparent contradiction 
has policy makers rethinking 


things. 

Here are key developments that 
explain the Fed’s dilemma: 

■ Don’t look down. Low rates 
globally mean central banks in¬ 
cluding the Fed have less fire¬ 
power to counter an economic 
slowdown. The yield on 10-year 
Treasury securities, at 2.54 per¬ 
cent, is only about a tenth of a 
percentage point higher than the 
Fed’s overnight rate. Some econo¬ 
mists view the Fed’s tightening 
cycle as now having peaked, and 
investors see more chance of a 
rate cut over the next year than 
an increase. 

■ Price problems. Low infla¬ 
tion has been a thorn in the Fed’s 
side throughout this expansion, 
and it’s a big part of the reason 
that the central bank has cut 
back its rate-raising plans for the 
cycle. 

Fed officials say they target 
2 percent inflation symmetri¬ 
cally but they’ve been on the low 
side since they formally adopted 
that target in 2012. The Fed isn’t 
alone. From Japan to Europe, 
central banks are struggling to 
meet their inflation goals. 

■ Big balance sheet. The Fed’s 
balance sheet exploded to $4.5 
trillion from $1 trillion on the 
back of three rounds of post-cri¬ 
sis bond-buying. The policy com¬ 
mittee has gradually shrunk it to 
just under $4 trillion by allowing 
bonds to mature without reinvest¬ 
ing the proceeds. Fed Chairman 
Jerome Powell and his colleagues 
announced last week that the roll¬ 
ing-off process will start to slow in 
May and will end in September. 

Suffice it to say. Fed officials 
are weighing a lot of big questions 


about bedrock economic con¬ 
cepts. Still, that story — and the 
caution it calls for—could change 
if growth beats expectations. 

“Everyone is saying this a huge 
dovish pivot,” said Neil Dutta, 
head of economics at Renais¬ 
sance Macro Research. “I’m not 
so sure. It’s a forecast-dependent 
pivot.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 25). 

Dollar buys (March 25). 

British pound (March 25). 

Japanese yen (March 25). 

South Korean won (March 25)... 


..$1.1624 

..€0.8603 

.$1.35 

....109.00 

.1,101.00 


Bahrain(Dinar).0.3770 

Britain (Pound).$1.3184 

Canada (Dollar).1.3405 

China(Yuan) 6 7130 

Denmark (Krone).6.6011 

Egypt (Pound).17.2557 

Euro .$1.1304/0.8846 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8465 

Hungary (Forint).279.72 

Israel (Shekel) 3 6113 

Japan (Yen) 110 05 

Kuwait(Dinar).0.3034 

Norway (Krone).8.5418 

Philippines (Peso).52.50 

Poland (Zloty) 3 80 

Saudi Arab (Riyal).3.7519 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3514 

South Korea (Won).1,135.65 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9941 

Thailand (Baht).31.67 

Turkey (NewLira).5.6243 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are Interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.39 

30-year bond.2.89 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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The number of pounds of cocaine that the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Tampa offloaded in Miami on Friday. 

The cocaine was seized in 12 separate operations in the Eastern Pacific Ocean off the coasts of Mexico, 
Central America and South America during a three-month period and was worth an estimated $360 mil¬ 
lion, the Coast Guard said. The Tampa is based in Portsmouth, Va. 




Courtesy of Illinois State Police/AP 


This little piggy was rescued 


Illinois State Trooper Amanda Jenkins carries a piglet away from the scene of a crash on Interstate 70 near Casey, III. Police said a livestock 
hauler ran off the road and overturned on the interstate in eastern Illinois, setting about 3,000 piglets loose. The Tribune-Star in Terre 
Haute, Ind., reported that about 100 of the piglets died in the crash. Illinois State Police said the surviving pigs were recaptured and 
continued to their destination in Indiana. 


Man uses mannequins 
to send a message 

^ A SANTA ROSA — Jason 
Windus gave his Cali¬ 
fornia neighbor something to look 
at during a dispute over the height 
of a backyard fence—naked man¬ 
nequins having a garden party. 

Four of the fashion dum¬ 
mies are seated in wicker chairs 
around a matching table. Another 
is standing with its arms over 
its head and shamrocks over its 
breasts. 

A hand-scrawled sign on top of 
a nearby wooden barrel reads, 
“Reserved seat for the nosey 
neighbor that complained about 
my fence to the city.” 

“They wanted me to tear down 
my fence to see inside my yard, 
and now they get to,” Windus 
said. 

Thief removes 140 
maple sap buckets 

WT ST. ALBANS — A sap 
w I bucket thief has brought 
a sour note to Vermont’s maple 
sugaring season. 

Fred Hopkins told MyNBCS 
that someone took 140 of his sap 
buckets. 

Hopkins makes award-winning 
maple syrup at his home in the 
town of St. Albans and gifts it to 
friends and family. 

He said he has replaced many 
of the buckets that were near a 
cemetery and the Franklin Coun¬ 
ty Sportsman’s Club. 

K-9 named Trump 
featured in meme 

PI ORLANDO — A Florida 
r L sheriff’s agency may tell 
its deputies to stop naming K- 
9s after real people after a dog 
named Trump was featured in a 
Facebook meme. 

The Orlando Sentinel reported 
a picture showing an Orange 
County sheriff’s patrol car which 
has a decal featuring the dog’s 
name and picture was posted 
Wednesday by the Facebook page 
“Cop Hunter.” The text over¬ 
laid on the image said “Atta boy. 
Trump! Making a difference.” 

The pro-law enforcement con¬ 
servative group’s meme had 1,200 
likes on Friday. 

Golden Gate toll to 
cost $9.75 by 2023 

SAN FRANCISCO —A 
trip across the Golden 
Gate Bridge is about to get more 
expensive. 

The (Santa Rosa) Press Demo¬ 
crat reported Golden Gate Bridge 
officials voted Friday to raise tolls 
to $9.75 by 2023. 

The first increase will come in 
July when a trip from the North 
Bay from San Francisco will rise 
from $7 to $7.35. 

The toll increases are expected 
to raise an estimated $100 million 
over five years and help transpor¬ 
tation officials buy another ferry 
boat to meet growing demand. 

Officials: Teens backed 
schoors computers 

ly I ELIZABETH — Offi- 
cials said several high 


school students hacked into their 
schools’ computer systems to try 
and change their grades. 

Parents were notified Wednes¬ 
day about the data breach in the 
Elizabeth school district. 

Schools spokesman Pat Poli- 
tano said one student gained ac¬ 
cess to the system by stealing a 
teacher’s password. He said other 
students accessed attendance re¬ 
cords and tried unsuccessfully to 
change grades. 

District Superintendent Olga 
Hugelmeyer said the consequenc¬ 
es for those involved are “likely to 
be severe.” 

Ex-McDonald’s manager 
sentenced for theft 

NORWICH —A former 
I manager at a Connecti¬ 
cut McDonald’s restaurant who 
conspired with a cashier to steal 
more than $25,000 has pleaded 
no contest. 

Jolene Rochester, of Lebanon, 
received a suspended prison sen¬ 


tence Thursday after her plea to a 
reduced charge of second-degree 
larceny. A judge also ordered 
Rochester, 31, to pay $10,000 in 
restitution. 

Police said co-workers used 
Rochester’s manager codes to 
override expenses and pocket 
cash during a nightly computer 
shutdown when all transactions 
were cash only. 

The thefts occurred on a week¬ 
ly basis at the Norwich restaurant 
from June to December 2017. 

Coyote carcasses found 
as governor weighs ban 

I w I animal activists and 
state officials are pushing for 
New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham to sign a bill outlawing 
coyote-killing contests. 

The Santa Fe New Mexican re¬ 
ported Los Lunas resident Elisa¬ 
beth Dicharry was informed of 
discarded coyote carcasses by 


a friend who came across them 
Wednesday. 

Dicharry said duct tape tags 
dated Jan. 12 were found on some 
of the animals’ snouts, indicating 
they might have been targeted in 
a coyote-killing contest. 

The discovery of the carcasses 
comes as Lujan Grisham con¬ 
templates whether to sign Senate 
Bill 76, a bipartisan measure that 
would prohibit coyote-killing con¬ 
tests on both public and private 
lands in New Mexico. 

Convicted murderer 
sued by cellmate 

lyiQ BILOXI — A man 
Iwl^# who confessed to be¬ 
heading his mother with his teeth 
and a butter knife is being sued 
for allegedly biting off the nose 
and lips of a fellow inmate three 
years earlier. 

The (Biloxi) Sun Herald re¬ 
ported that Terrelle Johnson was 
sued this month by Jaron Stubbs, 


who said he has post-traumatic 
stress whenever he looks in the 
mirror. 

Also named is the Federal Bu¬ 
reau of Prisons because Stubbs 
was in the Stone County Jail on 
federal charges when the attack 
happened. 

Stubbs said jail guards knew 
Johnson had mental health issues 
but put the men in the same cell 
anyway. 

Sbeep rescued from 
a tree in Brooklyn 

lyw NEWYORK —Asoak- 
ItI 1 ing wet sheep was 
found tied to a Brooklyn tree. 

That’s what New York City po¬ 
lice discovered in Coney Island 
Creek Park on Thursday night. 
Authorities don’t know how the 
sheep ended up there, but they 
responded to a 911 call. 

The animal is now in the New 
York City Animal Care Center. 
From wire reports 
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Evan Agostini, Invision/AP 


Emilia Clarke, who plays “Mother 
of Dragons” Daenerys Targaryen 
on the HBO fantasy series “Game 
of Thrones,” wrote about her life- 
threatening aneurysms and brain 
surgeries in The New Yorker. 

‘GOT’ actress 
says she’s had 
2 aneurysms 

Associated Press 

An unknown actress before land¬ 
ing the role, Clarke had just finished 
filming her first season as Daenerys 
Targaryen, the “Mother of Dragons,” 
on the HBO fantasy series “Game of 
Thrones” when she had the first an¬ 
eurysm in 2011 at age 24 while work¬ 
ing out at a London gym. 

“Just when all my childhood 
dreams seemed to have come true, 
I nearly lost my mind and then my 
life,” Clarke writes in a first-person 
story in The New Yorker. “I’ve never 
told this story publicly, but now it’s 
time.” 

Clarke said she had been healthy 
all her life, but was suffering from 
serious stress when the artery burst 
in her brain. Much of it came from 
constant press questions about the 
nudity of her character, a conquering 
queen, in the show’s first episode. 

“I always got the same question: 
some variation of ‘You play such a 
strong woman, and yet you take off 
your clothes. Why?”’ Clarke writes. 
“In my head. I’d respond, ‘How 
many men do I need to kill to prove 
myself?”’ 

She said she suffered a subarach¬ 
noid hemorrhage, which can very 
easily be fatal. She was unable to 
speak her full name even weeks 
later. 

The second surgery, which was 
more invasive and involved opening 
her skull, came after Clarke finished 
shooting the third season. 

“I looked as though I had been 
through a war more gruesome than 
any that Daenerys experienced,” 
Clarke writes. “I emerged from the 
operation with a drain coming out of 
my head. Bits of my skull had been 
replaced by titanium. These days, 
you can’t see the scar that curves 
from my scalp to my ear, but I didn’t 
know at first that it wouldn’t be 
visible.” 

And, she adds, there was “the con¬ 
stant worry about cognitive or sen¬ 
sory losses.” 

She recovered fully, however, and 
was able to keep the problems from 
the media with one exception. 

“Six weeks after the surgery, the 
National Enquirer ran a short story,” 
Clarke writes. “A reporter asked me 
about it and I denied it.” 


Past, present and future 

Derulo reaches out to K-pop with let’s Shut Up & Dance’ 


By Andrew Dalton 
Associated Press 

J ason Derulo is simultaneously looking ahead, looking back 
and looking across the ocean for his new project. 

In “Let’s Shut Up & Dance,” the pop singer collaborates 
with Asian K-pop acts Lay Zhang and NCT 127 in a trans¬ 
pacific partnership he thinks ought to be increasingly com¬ 
mon in the musical future. 

At the same time, the single is the first of four in the com¬ 
ing months culminating in an EP boxed set of vinyl 45s 
in June that is a tribute to his childhood hero, Michael 
Jackson. 

Derulo, who has launched a number of Top 10 
pop hits like “Whatcha Say” and “Talk Dirty” 
since emerging on the music scene in 2009, is 
looking to take inspiration from both past and 
future. 

“I was so excited about this collaboration,” 

Derulo said of Zhang, a member of the Chinese 
and South Korean boy band EXO, and NCT 
127, a 10-member, Seoul-based boy group. “We 
come from totally different worlds, but I re¬ 
ally, really love their talent.” 

Derulo has collaborated with everyone 
from pop hitmakers like Jennifer Lopez, 

Nicki Min^ and David Guetta to Colombian 
superstar Maluma and country music king 
Luke Bryan. The 29-year-old would seem to 
be too old to be a fan of the bubblegum musical 
style that has had Asian youth captivated for 
years and made serious inroads among Amer¬ 
ican teens, especially with the success of 
the boy band BTS, who released two No. 1 
albums in the US. last year and 



Jason Derulo, who collaborated 
with K-pop acts Lay Zhang and NCT 127, 
thinks trans-Pacific musical partnerships 
should be more common in the future. 


won honors at the Billboard Music Awards and American Music 
Awards. 

For “Let’s Shut Up & Dance,” which has been viewed more than 
18 million times on YouTube, Derulo takes the artists’ styles from 
rainbow-hued to black, sexes up their usual youthful innocence and 
puts them in nighttime street scenes. But makes full use of their 
antic, athletic and synchronized dance moves. 

“This was the norm back in the day in terms of dance,” he said. “I 
feel like artists have become lazy.” 

The video has echoes of Jackson’s work, and “The Great¬ 
est Dancer” EP where the song appears is set to drop 
on June 25, the 10th anniversary of the King of Pop’s 
death. 

The timing has also meant it comes when 
Jackson’s legacy is being questioned on the 
heels of “Leaving Neverland,” the HBO docu¬ 
mentary on two men who accuse Jackson of 
„ molesting them as children, allegations the 
Jackson family and estate have denied and 
denounced. 

Derulo said he is keeping the late artist 
he remembers separate from anything that 
may have happened privately. 

“This has nothing to do with anyone’s 
personal life,” said Derulo, who had not 
seen “Leaving Neverland” when he spoke 
to the AP. 

The Jackson influence in “Let’s Shut Up 
& Dance” is not overtly expressed. There 
is no imagery of him, no sparkling glove or 
moonwalk. 

“That was important to me,” Derulo said. 
“This is not Vegas. I wanted to make sure in 
the song and the choreography that you can feel 
Michael’s presence, and you can feel the influ¬ 
ence, but it wasn’t a copycat.” 

Derulo is also keeping busy with his role in 
“Cats,” the movie version of the musical that 
dominated Broadway in the 1970s and ’80s. 
Taylor Swift, Ian McKellen and Jennifer 
Hudson play felines alongside Derulo 
in the film, to be released Dec. 20. 
“I was a musical theater kid, 
so theater and acting is al¬ 
ways something I wanted to 
dive into. It was never the 
role that I thought could 
jump my acting career,” 
he said. 

Derulo said the way 
“Cats” uses motion- 
capture and other 
technology will be like 
nothing viewers have 
seen before. 

“It’s like seeing 
‘Avatar’ for the first 
time or seeing ‘The 
Matrix’ for the first 
time,” he said. 




Report: Domestic box office reached record high in ’18 


Los Angeles Times 

The domestic box office reached a record 
high in 2018, with $11.9 billion in tickets sold 
in the US. and Canada, up 7 percent from 
the previous year. Overseas box-office re¬ 
ceipts were less stellar, declining 1 percent 
to $29.2 billion, according to a new report. 

The Motion Picture Association of Amer¬ 
ica said March 21 in its annual survey that 
worldwide box-office ticket sales rose by 1 
percent to $41.1 billion for 2018. 

Hollywood pumped out a string of block¬ 
busters in 2018, including “Avengers: Infin¬ 
ity War” and “Black Panther,” that drew 
moviegoers to cinemas. Those releases 


helped the industry to improve over last 
year’s results; the domestic box office 
dropped approximately 2.5 percent in 2017. 

The number of tickets sold rose 5 percent 
to 1.3 billion in 2018 but remain down from 
the highs seen a decade ago. Domestic ad¬ 
missions stood at 1.42 billion in 2009. 

A total of 758 movie titles were released 
domestically in 2018, down slightly from 
785 the previous year. 

The MPAA said three-quarters of the 
US. and Canada populations, or 263 million 
people, went to the movies at least once in 
2018. The gender composition of the cinema 
audience was 51 percent female and 49 per¬ 


cent male. The 25- to 39-year-old age group 
had the most frequent moviegoers, followed 
by the 40-49 age group 
On average, the typical moviegoer in the 
US. and Canada bought five tickets in 2018, 
up from 4.7 tickets in 2017. 

China, Japan and the UK. continued to 
occupy the top three foreign box-office mar¬ 
kets. Chinese ticket sales reached $9 billion, 
up from $7.9 billion in 2017. 

Nonetheless, the political climate in China 
has significantly cooled the frenzy of trans¬ 
pacific entertainment deals and has made 
it more difficult for many US. distributors 
and producers doing business there. 
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A STARS AND STRIPES PODCAST 

A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of Private Military 
Contracting and the new reality of modern warfare. 


This month on Force for Hire 
Blackwater, the myth, the fact, the standard 

Blackwater gained a foothold in the public psyche so 
strong that the corporation remains synonymous with 
private military contracting. 

Insight: Adam Gonzales 

An in-depth look at the combat veteran who founded an 
online source for veterans to find employers looking for 
private contractors. 
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By Azeem Ibrahim 
Special to The Washington Post 

B angladesh is once again calling 
for the establishment of safe zones 
for the Rohingya in Myanmar so 
it can begin resettling some of the 
1 million or so refugees in its care around 
the district of Cox’s Bazar. This is not the 
first time the government in Dhaka has 
pushed for this. Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina pressed Myanmar on the issue be¬ 
fore the U.N. General Assembly in 2017. 

Now, Bangladesh’s new foreign minister, 
Abulkalam Abdul Momen, has started lob¬ 
bying Russia, China and India, as well as 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, 
to try to use their influence to persuade 
Myanmar to establish safe zones within its 
territory. This effort is pointless and ill-ad¬ 
vised. Myanmar has no interest in estab¬ 
lishing safe zones, and China and Russia 
have already prevented any such appeals 
from getting through the U.N. Security 
Council. Yet these efforts by Bangladesh 
bode ill nonetheless. 

It is finally dawning on Bangladesh 
that Myanmar has no intention of taking 
back the Rohingya refugees. In fact, all 
diplomatic efforts by Myanmar’s civilian 
government are a delaying tactic until the 
international community moves on. 

Bangladesh’s response to the inflow of 
Rohingya refugees since mid-2017 has 
been magnanimous, but reluctantly so. The 
domestic politics of the refugee situation 
in Bangladesh have always been difficult. 
Bangladesh is a poor, very densely popu¬ 
lated country. Most Bangladeshis have 
sympathy for the plight of the Rohingya 
refugees but are worried about their own 
futures. They can scarcely imagine how 
they might also look after the refugees. 
This has led domestic politicians to grad¬ 


By Abbe Smith 

Special to The Washington Post 

T he outcry at Harvard University 
about Winthrop House dean and 
law professor Ronald Sullivan 
joining Harvey Weinstein’s de¬ 
fense team is a ramped-up, #MeToo ver¬ 
sion of what criminal lawyers call the 
“cocktail party question.” We hear it all 
the time: “How can you represent those 
people?” Those of us who are both crimi¬ 
nal defense lawyers and feminists are 
sometimes asked a variation: “How can 
you represent rapists?” 

This happened to Hillary Clinton when 
she ran for president. Suddenly, the fact 
that she had accepted a court appointment 
to represent an indigent man accused of 
child sexual assault when she was a young 
lawyer practicing in Arkansas became 
news. As Clinton explained in an inter¬ 
view, “I had a professional duty to rep¬ 
resent my client to the best of my ability, 
which I did.” 

Of course, Weinstein is not indigent 
— far from it — and Sullivan has no ob¬ 
ligation to take his case. Lawyers in the 
United States have a choice in whom they 
represent — unless they are public defend¬ 
ers who are required to defend those who 
qualify for their services. As a former di¬ 
rector of the Public Defender Service for 
the District of Columbia, Sullivan knows 
this distinction well. He made a choice to 
defend Weinstein. 

There are good reasons for doing so. 
Able defense lawyers are essential to the 
functioning of the adversary system. They 
ensure that the government meets its bur¬ 
den of proof, which ultimately protects all 
of us. It is especially important to hold the 
government to its burden when the ac- 


ually harden their position on the refugees, 
culminating with the announcement before 
the U.N. Security Council on March 1 that 
Bangladesh will no longer take any more 
refugees from Myanmar. 

For its part, Myanmar has “honored” its 
resettlement agreement with Bangladesh 
by building so-called transit camps for re¬ 
turning refugees — which look eerily simi¬ 
lar to World War II concentration camps, 
with barbed wire, high fences and “se¬ 
curity” provided by the very same army 
that carried out the initial “clearance op¬ 
erations” two years ago. Thankfully, those 
camps are currently sitting empty, as the 
Rohingya refuse to trade the safe camps in 
Bangladesh for the prison camps in Myan¬ 
mar. The position of the Rohingya refugees 
I spoke to in the camps around Cox’s Bazar 
is eminently sensible. They would prefer 
to go back to the land of their forefathers 
— but they cannot until they are assured 
full citizenship and equal rights according 
to international law. 

Myanmar is not willing to entertain ei¬ 
ther of those demands, despite their moral 
and legal force. Instead, Myanmar has of¬ 
fered to regularize the Rohingyas’ status 
as second-class citizens with identification 
cards. Yet to get even that much paper¬ 
work, the Rohingya are required to accede 
to the status of “foreigner” in the land of 
their birth, thus relinquishing their legal 
claim to equal status. 

What the Rohingya need is what they 
are due in international law: equal rights 
before the law in the country of their birth. 
That includes full citizenship and freedom 
of movement, to say nothing of justice and 
accountability for the crimes against hu¬ 
manity that they have endured. 

So-called safe zones would provide no 
such guarantees. And while the govern¬ 
ment in Naypyidaw remains under the 


cused is a social pariah, as Weinstein has 
become. He is the galvanizing force be¬ 
hind the #MeToo movement and has be¬ 
come the face of predatory rape. The rush 
to judgment against Weinstein has been 
swift and harsh. No one is sticking their 
neck out for him. (Weinstein has denied all 
the charges.) 

We ought to know better in the age of the 
Innocence Project. Things are not always 
what they seem. Mistakes happen. Process 
matters. There ought at least to be a trial 
before a public hanging. That’s where de¬ 
fense lawyers come in. 

But none of this answers how Sullivan — 
husband (of a strong feminist), father, dean 
and public interest lawyer — could feel OK 
about zealously defending a man accused 
of rape. Working for Weinstein, he will 
have to do what Justice Byron White has 
described as the defense lawyer’s unique 
ethical duty: to “defend his client whether 
he is innocent or guilty ... [and] put the 
State’s case in the worst possible light, re¬ 
gardless of what he thinks or knows to be 
the truth.” Few criminal lawyers, female 
or male, enjoy rape cases. Even Atticus 
Finch in “To Kill a Mockingbird” — act¬ 
ing on behalf of an innocent black man ac¬ 
cused of raping a white woman — derived 
“no pleasure” from cross-examining com¬ 
plainant Mayella Ewell. He “sat with his 
head down” when Ewell walked by him 
glaring with “hatred.” 

I am a woman who, both as a public de¬ 
fender and a clinical law professor, has 
represented many men accused or con¬ 
victed of sexual assault. These cases are 
not my favorite part of the job, but they 
are important. The clients are vilified, the 
stakes high, the punishment, in case of 
conviction, endless. After a sex offender 
has served his sentence, he wears a scarlet 


control of those who initiated the original 
genocide, “safe zones” would just make 
the Rohingya sitting ducks, at the mercy of 
people who think they should not exist in 
Myanmar at all. Under these circumstanc¬ 
es, the Rohingya must continue to impose 
on the hospitality of Bangladesh. 

If the situation remains as it is now, the 
Rohingya will be relatively safe. The wild 
cards here are Bangladesh and China. 
China is building part of its Belt and Road 
initiative through Myanmar, in regions 
near the old Rohingya areas — a project 
that will bring Myanmar snugly under 
China’s wing. That means that if Beijing 
ever decides that its interests in Bangla¬ 
desh would be served by supporting the 
relocation of the Rohingya to Myanmar, it 
could easily press Naypyidaw to accept the 
forceful relocation of the Rohingya refu¬ 
gees into the prison camps constructed by 
the Myanmar government, which told the 
international community that it was happy 
to welcome them back. In reality, the 
Myanmar authorities knew full well that 
the Rohingya would never return volun¬ 
tarily unless their own demands are met. 

Although Cox’s Bazar remains a haven 
for the refugees, the political trend in 
Dhaka is worrisome. It is not beyond the 
realm of possibility that Dhaka might soon 
begin to take unilateral action to “incen- 
tivize” Rohingya refugees to return to 
Myanmar by looking to create some kind 
of “hostile environment” in and around the 
refugee camps. The international commu¬ 
nity needs to be alive to the fact that the 
situation is once again looking to take a 
turn for the worse, and should intervene to 
help Bangladesh sustain the refugees and 
reward it for the good it has done so far. 

Azeem Ibrahim is a director at the Center for 
Global Policy and author of “Rohingyas: Inside 
Myanmar’s Genocide.” 


letter for the rest of his life: His name is on 
a registry, and he is restricted in where he 
can live and work. 

Choosing who gets a zealous defense is 
not an individual lawyer’s prerogative — it 
can’t be reserved only for the factually in¬ 
nocent or recognizably sympathetic causes 
such as battered women who kill abusive 
husbands or nonviolent drug offenders fac¬ 
ing lengthy sentences. 

I have no problem with Sullivan explain¬ 
ing why he would agree to represent Wein¬ 
stein, as he did to Harvard students and 
some reporters. This serves an educational 
function for the Harvard community and 
the general public. But he should not have 
to apologize. It’s a shame that Sullivan felt 
he had to distance himself from his client, 
saying, “When I’m in my lawyer capacity 
... it doesn’t mean I’m supporting anything 
the client may have done.” 

That some students were upset by Sul¬ 
livan’s decision to represent Weinstein is 
understandable. Sexual harassment and 
assault remain serious problems on col¬ 
lege campuses and, as a dean of students, 
Sullivan has a special responsibility to sen¬ 
sitively handle such cases. However, that 
Harvard students — and the Harvard ad¬ 
ministration, based on its decision to con¬ 
duct a “climate review” at Winthrop House 
—would be concerned about whether there 
is a “safe atmosphere” at the college be¬ 
cause of Sullivan’s representation of Wein¬ 
stein is shameful. Sullivan is not the first 
lawyer to represent an unpopular client, 
nor will he be the last. It is disappointing 
that there is so little understanding of the 
role of law and lawyers in a free society at 
this esteemed Ivy League institution. 

Abbe Smith is a professor of iaw at Georgetown 
University and a member of the American Board 
of Criminal Lawyers. 


How can anyone defend Harvey Weinstein? Duty. 
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Australia braces for second cyclone in days 


By Trevor Marshallsea 

Associated Press 

SYDNEY — Residents of Australia’s 
northwest coast were bracing for a torrid 
night of fierce winds and heavy rain on Sun¬ 
day as the country’s second m^or cyclone 
of the weekend slowly wound toward land. 

A day after Cyclone Trevor hit a remote 
part of the Northern Territory coast, slow- 
moving Cyclone Veronica settled just off the 
coast about 1,000 miles to the west in the 
Pilbara region of Western Australia state. 

While that area is also lightly populated. 


residents were warned that because the 
cyclone was moving unusually slowly — at 
less than half a mile per hour—they would 
likely have to shelter for several hours. 

A Category 3 storm on a scale in which 5 
is the strongest, Veronica had winds of up 
to 136 mph. It initially had been forecast to 
strike the coast Sunday afternoon, but its 
movement slowed appreciably for several 
hours, its center sitting some 18 miles out 
to sea as coastal areas were battered by 
wind and rain. 

James Ashley, a senior forecaster with 
Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology, said 


Veronica was unique because of its slow 
speed, which would bring a long danger 
period. 

“We are expecting a prolonged period 
—12 hours or more — of destructive winds 
near the core of the cyclone,” Ashley said. 

On Sunday evening, the Bureau predict¬ 
ed Veronica would weaken and start head¬ 
ing west, passing briefly over the coast as a 
Category 1 storm near the town of Damp- 
ier on Monday afternoon, before heading 
back to sea. 

Some 60,000 people live in the area most 
affected by Veronica, but the region is said 


to be generally well-prepared for cyclones. 

With Trevor downgraded Sunday to a 
tropical low pressure system as it moved 
inland, the more than 2,000 people evacu¬ 
ated from Northern Territory coastal areas 
in its path began moving back home. 

Officials were awaiting word on any 
damage to property and livestock. Flood 
warnings were still in effect for inland 
areas as the system moved southeast. 

Cyclones are frequent in Australia’s trop¬ 
ical north but rarely claim lives. Still, two 
large storms such as Trevor and Veronica 
hitting on the same weekend is rare. 


Indonesia’s first subway opens 



Dita Alangkara/AP 


Indonesian President Joko Widodo, second from left, has a selfie 
taken with Indonesian actor Reza Rahadian, left, as they ride on a 
Jakarta Mass Rapid Transit train during the inauguration ceremony of 


with the first stage expected to 


Russian 

arrested 

smuggling 

orangutan 

Associated Press 

DENPASAR, Indonesia — In¬ 
donesian authorities have ar¬ 
rested a Russian tourist who was 
attempting to smuggle a drugged 
orangutan out of the resort island 
of Bali, a conservation official 
said Sunday. 

Andrei Zhestkov, 27, was ar¬ 
rested late Friday at Bali’s inter¬ 
national airport after customs 
officers found a 2-year-old male 
orangutan sleeping in a rattan 
basket placed in his luggage, said 
Ketut Catur Marbawa, an official 
with Bali’s conservation agency. 

Marbawa, whose agency is part 
of the Environment and Forestry 
Ministry, said customs officers 
also found allergy pills wrapped 
in plastic, two geckos and five liz¬ 
ards in Zhestkov’s suitcase. All 
the animals were alive. 

He said Zhestkov told authori¬ 
ties he fed the orangutan allergy 
pills mixed with milk, causing the 
animal to lose consciousness for 
up to three hours. 

He said Zhestkov also told of¬ 
ficials he bought the orangutan 
for $3,000 from a market on 
Indonesia’s main island of Java 
after being told by a friend that he 
could take it home as a pet. 



BKSDA Bali/AP 


A sedated 2-year-old orangutan 
rests Saturday inside a rattan 
basket following the arrest 
of Russian national Andrei 
Zhestkov, who allegedly tried 
to smuggle the ape out of 
Indonesia. 

Marbawa said Zhestkov had 
yet to be charged because police 
were still investigating to see if 
there were links to international 
syndicates involved in wildlife 
trafficking. 

Marbawa did not know wheth¬ 
er Zhestkov had a lawyer. He said 
the Russian mission in Bali had 
been informed about the case. 

Orangutans are listed as criti¬ 
cally endangered by the Interna¬ 
tional Union for the Conservation 
of Nature. Only around 13,400 
Sumatran orangutans remain in 
the wild. 


By Niniek Karmini 

Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Indo¬ 
nesia’s long-awaited first subway 
opened Sunday in the country’s 
capital with the aim of relieving 
crippling traffic gridlock in South¬ 
east Asia’s biggest economy. 

Minutes after inaugurating the 
10-mile transit line running south 
from Jakarta’s downtown. Presi¬ 
dent Joko Widodo presided over 
a groundbreaking ceremony to 
mark the beginning of the second 
phase: a 5-mile northward line 
planned for completion by 2024. 
The two projects are being built 
at a cost of $2.6 billion. 

“Today we will begin a new 
civilization by operating the first 
phase of mass rapid transit in Ja¬ 
karta,” Widodo told several thou¬ 
sand guests and residents at the 
inauguration. 

The line that opened Sunday 
includes seven elevated and six 
underground stations built by two 
consortiums of local and Japa¬ 
nese companies. Passengers can 
ride for free until the end of the 
month, after which operator PT 
MRT Jakarta has said tickets will 
cost the equivalent of between 70 
cents and $1. 

The project, funded through 
a loan from the Japan Interna¬ 
tional Cooperation Agency, has 
been planned since the 1980s, but 
its construction was hampered 
by political crises, red tape and 
funding disagreements. Widodo 
was the Jakarta governor when 
construction finally kicked off in 


the subway line Sunday. 

October 2013. 

The line that opened Sunday 
runs from the southern neighbor¬ 
hood of Lebak Bulus to Jakarta’s 
downtown and is expected to take 
less than 30 minutes. 

In addition to the subway proj¬ 
ect, a $2.4 billion elevated rail 
network linking Jakarta and its 
satellite cities is also taking shape. 


begin operatmg m April. 

It likely will take several years 
for new transit systems to make 
a dent in the congestion. About 
1.4 million people commute into 
central Jakarta on workdays. The 
initial subway line aims to carry 
only about 130,000 people a day 
by the end of this year. 


Military-backed party takes lead in long-delayed Thailand election 


Associated Press 

BANGKOK — A military- 
backed party has taken the lead 
in Thailand’s first election since 
a 2014 coup, preliminary results 
showed Sunday, suggesting junta 
leader and Prime Minister Pra- 
yuth Chan-ocha could stay in 
power. 

With 89 percent of votes count¬ 
ed, the Palang Pracharat party 
was first with 7 million votes. Pheu 
Thai, which was the governing 
party ousted by the coup, was next 
with 6.6 million votes. 

A new party. Future Forward, 


which became popular with young 
voters, had scooped up nearly 4.8 
million votes. Voters deserted the 
Democrat Party, Thailand’s oldest 
political party, and its leader, Ab- 
hisit Vejjajiva, resigned. 

Thais voted for a 500-mem¬ 
ber parliament, which along with 
a 250-member junta-appointed 
Senate will decide the next prime 
minister. 

The election was the latest 
chapter in a nearly two-decade 
struggle between conservative 
forces including the military and 
the political machine of Thaksin 
Shinawatra, a tycoon who up¬ 


ended tradition-bound Thailand’s 
politics with a populist political 
revolution. 

Thaksin was ousted as prime 
minister in a 2006 military coup 
and now lives in exile abroad to 
avoid a prison term, but parties 
allied with him have won every 
election since 2001. His sister, Yin- 
gluck Shinawatra, who led the Pheu 
Thai government that was ousted 
in 2014, also fled the country after 
what supporters said was a politi¬ 
cally motivated prosecution. 

Prayuth, the blunt-speaking 
army chief who led the 2014 coup, 
was hoping to extend his hold on 


power after engineering a new po¬ 
litical system that aims to stifle the 
influence of big political parties 
not aligned with the military. 

About 51 million Thais were eli¬ 
gible to vote. Leaders of political 
parties opposed to military rule 
urged a high turnout as the only 
way to derail Prayuth’s plans, but 
many voters stayed home. 

Thailand’s powerful King Maha 
Vqjiralongkorn issued a statement 
on the eve of the election that said 
the role of leaders is to stop “bad 
people” from gaining power and 
causing chaos. It was also broad¬ 
cast on Thai television stations 


minutes before voting started. 

Invoking a speech by his father, 
the previous Thai king who died in 
2016 after reigning for seven de¬ 
cades, Vajiralongkorn said not all 
citizens can be transformed into 
good people so leaders must be 
given support in ruling to create a 
peaceful nation. 

It was the monarch’s second 
notable intervention in politics re¬ 
cently. Last month, he demanded 
his sister. Princess Ubolratana 
Mahidol withdraw, as a prime 
ministerial candidate for a small 
Thaksin-allied party within 24 
hours of her announcement. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Battery fluid 
5 Sandwich meat 
8 Barks 

12 Leaf 

13 Out — limb 

14 Ganges wrap 

15 Warner — 

16 Naughtiness 
18 Flashing 

disco light 

20 Trumpet’s cousin 

21 Legal wrong 

23 Wee dollop 

24 Sushi bar bowlful 
28 NYC gallery 

31 Dos Passos 
trilogy 

32 Fizzy drinks 

34 Bankroll 

35 Humorist Sahl 
37 Chooses the 

wrong actor 
39 Prattle 

41 Unpaid TV 
spots (Abbr.) 

42 John of “Full 
House” 

45 Morals 
49 Blunders 

51 “Damn Yankees” 
vamp 

52 Celestial bear 

53 Hosp. section 


54 McGregor of film 

19 Pear choice 

55 Euclidean subj. 

22 Dutch bloom 

56 Burst 

24 Silent 

57 Orange veggies 

25 Equal (Pref.) 

26 Sea of the 

DOWN 

North Atlantic 

1 LAPD alerts 

27 Refuses, as 

2 Shopper’s aid 

an offer 

3 Mr. Stravinsky 

29 Wrestling surface 

4 Explorer 

30 Billboards 

Hernando 

33 “Shoo!” 

5 Where the school 

36 Large gong 

day starts 

38 Actress Judd 

6 Blackbird 

40 Fluffy neckpiece 

7 Fern, counterpart 

42 Overconfident 

8 Hindu retreat 

43 Lose energy 

9 Colorful arcs 

44 Omit 

10 Gratis 

46 Hawkeyes’ home 

11 Winnow 

47 Chowder morsel 

17 Massachusetts 

48 Without 

cape 

50 Author Umberto 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



3-25 CRYPTOQUIP 


CFRM AEO VNLB SEMH EK 


KJOKKA ZOLB KRNSFRXH EMSE 


N SXNMHVEXS HFQV, Q lORHH 

SFNS’H ZECM-JENZQMI. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WE CAN NO LONGER 
RELY ON THAT OLD ROCKET TO LIFT OFF THE 
GROUND. IT’S NOT THRUST-WORTHY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals H 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 
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Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 

target both sellers and 







SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


"Spring in Garmisch!" 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL ocop, free brkfst. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


TruNorth Global 250 

NASCAR GOTS 
Saturday 

At Martinsville Speedway 
Martinsville, Va. 

Lap length: 0.S26 miles 
(Pole position in parentheses) 

1. (2) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 250. 

2. (16) Ben Rhodes, Ford, 250. 

3. (5) Brett Moffitt, Chevrolet, 250. 

4. (10) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 250. 

5. (1) Stewart Friesen, Chevrolet, 250. 

6. (15) Myatt Snider, Ford, 250. 

7. (19) Grant Enfinger, Ford, 250. 

8. (6) Matt Crafton, Ford, 250. 

9. (8) Johnny Sauter, Ford, 250. 

10. (13) Bubba Waliace, Chevrolet, 
250. 

11. (18) Flarrison Burton, Toyota, 250. 

12. (21) David Giliiland, Toyota, 250. 

13. (12) Austin Diiion, Chevroiet, 250. 

14. (7) Raphaei Lessard, Toyota, 250. 

15. (3) Todd Giiiiland, Toyota, 250. 

16. (9) Austin Hiil, Toyota, 250. 

17. (4) Sheldon Creed, Chevrolet, 250. 

18. (11) Derek Kraus, Toyota, 250. 

19. (14) Tyler Ankrum, Toyota, 250. 

20. (24) Spencer Davis, Ford, 249. 

21. (23) Timmy Hill, Chevrolet, 249. 

22. (26) Austin Theriault, Ford, 248. 

23. (20) Tyler Dippel, Chevrolet, 248. 

24. (27) Reid Wilson, Chevrolet, 247. 

25. (30) Korbin Forrister, Toyota, 246. 

26. (29) Jordan Anderson, Chevrolet, 
246. 

27. (25) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, 244. 

28. (32) Travis Kvapil, Chevrolet, 240. 

29. (28) Brennan Poole, Toyota, 239. 

30. (31) Daniel Sasnett, Chevrolet, 238. 

31. (22) Cory Roper, Ford, Rear End, 
225. 

32. (17) Gus Dean, Chevrolet, Oil Line, 

61. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 70.175 

Time of Race: 1 Hour, 52 Minutes, 26 
Seconds. Margin of Victory: Under Cau¬ 
tion Seconds. 

Caution Fiags: 7 for 50 laps. 

Lead Changes: 8 among 4 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: S. Friesen 1-8; K. Busch 
9-74; A. Hill 75-79; K. Busch 80-120; S. 
Friesen 121-130; R. Chastain 131-180; K. 
Busch 181; R. Chastain 182-184; K. Busch 
185-250. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Lead, Laps Led): Kyle Busch 4 times for 
174 laps; Ross Chastain 2 times for 53 
laps; Stewart Friesen 2 times for 18 laps; 
Austin Hill 1 time for 5 laps. 


College basketball 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Deals 


NIT 

Second Round 
Friday, March 22 

Creighton 79, Memphis 67 
Saturday, March 23 
Indiana 63, Arkansas 60 
Lipscomb 86, UNC-Greensboro 69 

Sunday, March 24 

Wichita state (20-14) at Clemson (20- 
.3) 

Xavier (19-15) vs. Texas (17-16) 
Harvard (19-11) at N.C. State (23-11) 
TCU (21-13) vs. Nebraska (19-16) 

Monday, March 25 

Norfolk State (22-13) at Colorado (22- 


12) 

Quarterfinais 
Tuesday, March 26 
TCU-Nebraska at Creighton (20-14) 
Tuesday, March 26 or Wednesday, 
March 27 

Lipscomb (27-7) vs. Harvard-N.C. 
state 

Indiana (19-15) vs. Wichita State- 
Clemson 

Norfolk State-Colorado winner vs. 
Xavier-Texas 

CIT 

First Round 
Saturday, March 23 

FlU 87, Texas State 81 
NOTE: Top 3 seeds, Marshall (20-14), 
UL Monroe (19-15) and NJIT (22-12), get a 
bye to the Quarterfinals 


Miami Open 


Saturday 
At Hard Rock Stadium 
Miami Gardens, Fia. 

Purse: ATP, $8.36 miiiion (Masters 1000); 
WTA, $9.04 miiiion (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

^Men* 

Second Round 

Jordan Thompson, Australia, def. Kar¬ 
en Khachanov (10), Russia, 6-2, 6-3. 

Daniil Medvedev (13), Russia, def. 
Adrian Mannarino, France, 6-2, 6-1. 

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Steve John¬ 
son (31), United States, 7-6 (6), 6-4. 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Guido 
Pella (26), Argentina, 6-2, 6-4. 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Stan 
Wawrinka (30), Switzerland, 5-7, 6-2, 7-6 
(5). 

Marco Cecchinato (14), Italy, def. 
Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
walkover. 

David Goffin (18), Belgium, def. Pablo 
Andujar, Spain, 6-4, 6-1. 

Denis Shapovalov (20), Canada, def. 
Dan Evans, Britain, 4-6, 6-1, 6-3. 

Kevin Anderson (6), South Africa, def. 
Jaume Munar, Spain, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Grigor Dimitrov (24), Bulgaria, def. Fe¬ 
liciano Lopez, Spain, 6-1, 6-3. 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Marin Cilic 
(9), Croatia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Roger Federer (4), Switzerland def. 


College hockey ■ Golf 


Conference tournaments 

ATLANTIC HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
At Buffalo, N.Y. 
Championship 
Saturday, March 23 

American International 3, Niagara 2, 
OT 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
Championship 
Saturday, March 23 

Notre Dame 3, Penn State 2 

ECAC 

At Lake Piacid, N.Y. 

Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
Clarkson 3, Cornell 2, OT 
HOCKEY EAST 
At Boston 
Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
Northeastern 3, Boston College 2 
NATiONAL COLLEGIATE HOCKEY 
CONFERENCE 
At Saint Paui, Minn. 

Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
Minnesota Duluth 3, St. Cloud State 2, 
20T 

WESTERN COLLEGiATE HOCKEY 
ASSOCiATiON 
Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
At Mankato, Minn. 

Minnesota State 3, Bowling Green 2, 


AP sportlight 


March 25 

1958 — Sugar Ray Robinson regains 
the middleweight title for a record fifth 
time with a 15-round decision over Car¬ 
men Basilio. 

1961 — Cincinnati ends Ohio State’s 
32-game winning streak with a 70-65 win 
in the NCAA basketball championship. In 
the third-place game, St. Joseph’s beats 
Utah 127-120 in quadruple-overtime. 

1967 — UCLA, led by sophomore Lew 
Alcindor’s 20 points, beats Dayton 79-64 
for the NCAA basketball championship. 


Valspar Championship 

Saturday 

At Innisbrook Resort (Copperhead) 

Palm Harbor, Fla. 

Purse: $6.7 million 
Yardage: 7,340; Par 71 
Third Round 

Paul Casey 70-66-68-204 -E 

Dustin Johnson 69-69-67-205 -f 

Jason Kokrak 69-71-66-206 -7 

Luke Donald 67-70-70-207 -( 

Scott Stallings 69-68-70-207 -£ 

Louis Oosthuizen 70-72-66-208 -E 

Nick Taylor 71-70-67-208 -E 

JimFuryk 69-71-68-208 -E 

Curtis Luck 70-68-70-208 -E 

Sungjaelm 70-67-71-208 -E 

Austin Cook 69-67-72-208 -E 

Matt Jones 73-68-68-209 -i 

Brian Stuard 68-72-69-209 

Sam Bums 69-74-67-210 -3 

Russell Knox 67-76-67-210 -3 

Dylan Frittelli 72-71-67-210 -3 

Harris English 75-68-67-210 -3 

Ryan Armour 70-72-68-210 -3 

Mackenzie Hughes 70-72-68-210 -3 

Bubba Watson 69-71-70-210 -3 

Sepp Straka 66-76-69-211 -2 

Denny McCarthy 68-74-69-211 -2 

Bill Haas 72-70-69-211 -2 

Brian Gay 73-69-69-211 -2 

Jon Rahm 71-68-72-211 -2 

Lucas Glover 72-67-72-211 -2 

NickWatney 71-72-69-212 -1 

Charley Hoffman 69-74-69-212 -] 

Henrik Stenson 70-73-69-212 -] 

Roger Sloan 70-72-70-212 -] 

Joaquin Niemann 69-73-70-212 -] 

C.T. Pan 71-70-71-212 -] 

Russell Henley 69-72-71-212 -] 

Rory Sabbatinl 70-69-73-212 -] 

Shawn Stefani 68-71-73-212 -] 

Kramer Hickok 71-68-73-212 -] 

Roberto Castro 68-71-73-212 -] 

Zach Johnson 71-72-70-213 E 

Graeme McDowell 71-72-70-213 E 

Chesson Hadley 74-69-70-213 E 

Julian Etulain 69-73-71-213 E 

Rafa Cabrera Bello 71-71-71-213 E 

Satoshi Kodaira 70-71-72-213 E 

Wyndham Clark 71-70-72-213 E 

Sam Saunders 71-69-73-213 E 

Brandt Snedeker 70-70-73-213 E 

Vaughn Taylor 74-69-71-214 +1 


Second Round 

Sunday, March 24 

Presbyterian (19-15) vs. Robert Morris 
(18-16) 

Monday, March 25 

Texas Southern (22-13) vs. Texas Rio 
Grande Valley (20-16) 

CSU Bakersfield (17-15) vs. Southern 
Utah (17-16) 

Tuesday, March 26 

Charleston Southern (18-15) vs. Hamp¬ 
ton (17-17) 

Presbyterian-Robert Morris winner 
vs. Marshall (20-14) 

FlU (20-13) vs. Green Bay (18-16) 


Quarterfinals 
Saturday, March 23 

William Carey 102, Sciences & Arts 98, 
)T 

Lewis-Clark State 80, LSU-Alexandria 
’4 

Georgetown (Ky.) 80, Arizona Christian 

’8 

Carroll (Mont.) 72, Pikeville 56 
Semifinals 
Monday, March 25 
Georgetown (Ky.) vs. William Carey 
Lewis-Clark State vs. Carroll (Mont.) 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 26 
Semifinal winners 


Radu Albot, Moldova, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

Reilly Opelka, United States, def. Di¬ 
ego Schwartzman (21), Argentina, 6-4, 
3-6, 6-4. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (8), Greece, def. 
Mackenzie McDonald, United States, 7-6 
(4), 6-1. 

Frances Tiafoe (28), United States, 
def. Miomir Kecmanovic, Serbia, 7-6 (6), 
7-6 (5). 

David Ferrer, Spain, def. Alexander 
Zverev (2), Germany, 2-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

Women 
Third Round 

Petra Kvitova (3), Czech Republic, def. 
Donna Vekic (26), Croatia, 6-4, 3-6, 6-4. 

Caroline Garcia (19), France, def. Julia 
Goerges (15), Germany, 6-0, 7-5. 

Ashleigh Barty (12), Australia, def. 
Sam Stosur, Australia, 6-0, 6-3. 

Hsieh Su-wei (27), Taiwan, def. Naomi 
Osaka (1), Japan, 4-6, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Caroline Wozniacki (13), Denmark, def. 
Monica Niculescu, Romania, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Kiki Bertens (7), Netherlands, def. Vik¬ 
toria Kuzmova, Slovakia, 3-6, 6-0, 6-1. 

Anett Kontaveit (21), Estonia, def. Ajia 
Tomljanovic, Australia, 7-6 (3), 2-6, 7-6 
(4). 


74-69-71-214 -H 
71-71-72-214 -H 
67-75-72-214 -H 
69-71-74-214 -H 
66-72-76-214 +1 


Lydia Ko 67-67-67-201 

Sung Hyun Park 66-66-69-201 

Shanshan Feng 70-69-64-203 

Bronte Law 69-69-65-203 

Jessica Korda 69-67-67-203 

Sei Young Kim 69-67-67-203 

Charlotte Thomas 65-71-67-203 

Mi Jung Hur 68-66-69-203 

Azahara Munoz 70-71-63-204 

Cristie Kerr 69-67-68-204 

Brooke M. Henderson 67-68-69-204 

Linnea Strom 69-65-70-204 

Mo Martin 71-68-66-205 

Jennifer Song 70-68-67-205 

Mirim Lee 67-70-68-205 

Sarah Schmelzel 67-70-68-205 

Na Yeon Choi 65-71-69-205 

Amy Yang 68-66-71-205 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

D.C. United 2 0 1 7 7 0 

Columbus 2 11 7 4 4 

Toronto FC 2 0 0 6 6 3 

Montreal 2 1 0 6 6 4 

Orlando City 1 1 2 5 5 6 

New York 111 453 

Cincinnati 111 455 

Philadelphia 12 1 4 5 6 

New York City FC 0 0 3 3 4 4 

Atlanta 0 1 2 2 2 4 

Chicago 0 2 1 14 7 

New England 0 2 1 13 6 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 3 0 1 10 10 5 

Seattle 3 0 0 9 10 3 

Houston 2 0 1 7 6 4 

FC Dallas 2 11 7 5 3 

Minnesota United 2 1 0 6 8 5 

LA Galaxy 2 1 0 6 5 5 

Sporting KC 1114 4 3 

Real Salt Lake 12 1 4 3 8 

Colorado 0 2 2 2 5 8 

Portland 0 2 1 1 4 10 

Vancouver 030 047 

San Jose 0 3 0 0 2 9 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
FC Dallas 2, Colorado 1 
Orlando City 1, New York 0 
Philadelphia 3, Columbus 0 
Los Angeles FC 2, Real Salt Lake 1 
Sunday’s game 
Cincinnati at New England 
Friday, March 29 
New York City FC at Toronto FC 
Saturday, March 30 
New York at Chicago 
Minnesota United at New England 
Montreal at Sporting Kansas City 
Los Angeles FC at San Jose 
Atlanta at Columbus 
Philadelphia at Cincinnati 
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake 
Houston at Colorado 
Seattle at Vancouver 

Saturday 

Los Angeles FC 2 , 

Real Salt Lake 1 

Real Salt Lake 1 0-1 

Los Angeles FC 1 1—2 

First half— 1, Real Salt Lake, Kreilach, 1 
(penalty kick), 35th minute; 2, Los Ange¬ 
les FC, Rossi, 2, 40th. 

Second half— 3, Los Angeles FC, Zim- 
mermann, 1 (Hamalainen), 90th. 

Goalies— Real Salt Lake, Nick Riman- 
do, Andrew Putna; Los Angeles FC, Tyler 
Miller, Pablo Sisniega. 

Yellow Cards— Los Angeles FC, Har¬ 
vey, 18th; Horta, 21st. Real Salt Lake, 
Luiz, 4th; Saucedo, 24th; Beckerman, 
55th; Kreilach, 79th; Herrera, 90th. 

Red Cards— Real Salt Lake, Portillo, 


Billy Hurley III 
Sung Kang 
Kevin Kisner 
Danny Willett 
Joel Dahmen 


Maybank Championship 

Saturday 

Saujana Golf & Country Club 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Yardage: 7,135; Par: 72 
Second Round 

Nacho Elvira, Spain 65-72-66-203 

David Lipsky, United States 72-66-67-205 
Maximilian Kieffer, Germany 71-67-68-206 
J. Janewattananond, Thailand 66-72-68-206 
Scott Hend, Australia 69-70-67-206 

Ernie Els, South Africa 68-70-69-207 

Benjamin Herbert, France 69-73-65-207 
Oliver Fisher, England 70-70-68-208 

Tour of Hope Founders Cup 

Saturday 

At Wildfire GC at JW Marriott Phoenix 
Desert Ridge Resort & Spa 
Phoenix 

Purse: $1.5 million 
Yardage: 6,666; Par 72 
Third Round 

Yu Liu 68-64-65-197 -19 

Carlota Ciganda 66-69-63-198 -18 

Angel Yin 67-67-66-200 '' 

Hyo Joo Kim 69-68-64-201 

Jin Young Ko 65-72-64-201 

Nelly Korda 68-67-66-201 

I l/r^ 


Orlando City 1, Red Bulls 0 

Orlando 0 1—1 

New York 0 0-0 

Second half— 1, Orlando, Kljestan, 1 
(Moutinho), 73rd minute. 

Goalies— Orlando, Brian Rowe, Greg 
Ranjitsingh; New York, Luis Robles, Ryan 

Yellow Cards— Orlando, Jansson, 51st; 
Sane, 78th; Kljestan, 90th. New York, 
Muyl, 90th. 

A-15,108. 

Union 3, Crew 0 

Columbus 0 0-0 

Philadelphia 2 1—3 

First naif— 1, Philadelphia, Accam, 1 
(Picault), 31st minute; 2, Philadelphia, 
Accam, 2, 41st. 

Second half— 3, Philadelphia, llsinho, 
1 (Accam), 48th. 

Goalies— Columbus, Joe Bendik, Jon 
Kempin; Philadelphia, Carlos Miguel, 
Matt Freese. 

Yellow Cards— Columbus, Sauro, 68th. 
A-15,135. 

FC Dallas 2, Rapids 1 

Colorado 0 1—1 

Dallas 1 1-2 

First half— 1, Dallas, Barrios, 2 (Fer¬ 
reira), 35th minute. 

Second half— 2, Colorado, Smith, 1, 
69th; 3, Dallas, Hollingshead, 1, 82nd. 

Goalies— Colorado, Tim Howard, Clint 
Irwin; Dallas, Jesse Gonzalez, Jimmy 
Maurer. 

Yellow Cards— Dallas, Barrios, 76th; 
Gonzalez, 86th. Colorado, Price, 88th. 

A-14,514. 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Claimed C Pe¬ 
dro Severino off waivers from Washing¬ 
ton. Designated INF Stevie Wilkerson for 
assignment. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Agreed to terms 
with LHP Chris Sale on a five-year con¬ 
tract for 2020-24. Reassigned C Juan Cen¬ 
teno and OF Gorkys Hernandez to their 
minor league camp. Optioned INF Tzu- 
Wei Lin, LHP Bobby Poyner and RHP Mar¬ 
cus Walden to Pawtucket (IL) and LHP 
Darwinzon Hernandez to Portland (EL). 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Optioned OF 
Nicky Delmonico to Charlotte (IL). 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned RHP 
Nick Goody to Columbus (IL). Reassigned 
OF Trayce Thompson to their minor 
league camp. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Optioned LHP 
Reymin Guduan and INF AJ Reed to their 
minor league camp. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned RHP 
Heath Fillmyer to Omaha (PCL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Acquired OF 
Mike Tauchman from Colorado for LHP 
Phillip Diehl. Optioned RHP Jonathan 
Loaisiga to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). 
Reassigned LHP Nestor Cortes Jr., OF Es- 
tevan Florial and RHP David Hale to their 
minor league camp. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Optioned OF 
Braden Bishop and RHP Dan Altavilla to 
Tacoma (PCL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Announced the re¬ 
tirement of RHP Jason Hammel. 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Optioned INF Ian 
Happ, C Taylor Davis and RHPs Alec Mills 
and Dillon Maples to Iowa (PCL). Re¬ 
leased RHP Junichi Tazawa. Reassigned 
INF Cristhian Adames and OF Johnny 
Field to the minor league camp. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Reassigned RHPs 
Anthony Bass and Matt Bowman to their 
minor league camp. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned RHP 
Carlos Estevez and INF Pat Valaika to 
Albuquerque (PCL). Reassigned C Brett 
Nicholas to their minor league camp. 

NEW YORK METS - Signed INF Ruben 
Tejada to a minor league contract. Reas¬ 
signed OFs Carlos Gomez and Rajai Da¬ 
vis; INF Adeiny Hechavarria; and LHPs 
Ryan O’Rourke and Hector Santiago to 
their minor league camp. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Agreed to 
terms with IB Paul Goldschmidt on a 
five-year contract for 2020-24. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Acquired 
OF Michael Reed from Minnesota for OF 
John Andreoli and cash considerations. 
Designated LHP Steven Okert for assign¬ 
ment. Traded OF Matt Joyce to Atlanta 
for cash. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Op¬ 
tioned RHP Joe Ross to Fresno (PCL) and 
C Spencer Kieboom and RHP Erick Fedde 
to Harrisburg (EL). Reassigned INF Cart¬ 
er Kieboom, RHPs Henderson Alvarez III, 
Aaron Barrett and Scott Copeland and 
LHP Vidal Nuno III to their minor league 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed CB Rashaan 
Melvin. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

DALLAS STARS - Recalled C Justin 
Dowling from Texas (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Assigned 
Fs Joey Anderson, Blake Pietila, John 
Ouenneville, Eric Tangradi and D Josh Ja¬ 
cobs to Binghamton (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Recalled D 
Tyler Lewington from Hershey (AHL). 


Fight schedule 

March 30 

At 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Oleksan- 
dr Gvozdyk vs. Doudou Ngumbu, 12, for 
Gvozdyk’s WBC light heavyweight title; 
Egldijus Kavallauskas vs. Ray Robinson, 
10, welterweights; Kudratillo Abdukak- 
horov vs. Keita Obara, 12, welterweights; 
Christian Mbilli vs. Chris Pearson, 10, 
middleweights; Fredrick Lawson vs. Juan 
Ruiz, 10, welterweights. 

At Fantasy Springs Casino, Indio, Ca¬ 
lif., Angel Acosta vs. Ganigan Lopez, 12, 
for Acosta’s WBO junior flyweight title; 
Ryan Garcia vs. Jose Lopez, 10, light¬ 
weights; Eduardo Hernandez vs. Ibrahim 
Class, 10, junior lightweights. 


College baseball 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Albany 5, Manhattan 2 
Canislus 14, Siena 12 
Hartford 14-2, Georgetown 1-1 
Marist 11, Richmond 1 
Niagara 5-1, Rider 13-0 
SOUTH 

Barton 10-7, King 7-1 
Campbell 21, UNC-Asheville 1 
Georgia Tech 4, Louisville 0 
High Point 3, SC Upstate 1 
Jacksonville 6, Lipscomb 5 
Martin Methodist 8, Loyola (NO) 7 
Mount Olive 9-3, Chowan 6-11 
North Georgia 10, Augusta 5 
Savannah St. 4, N.C. Central 1 
The Citadel 1, VMI 0 
Va. Wesleyan 7-7, Emory & Henry 2-0 
Washington & Jefferson 17, Thiel 5 
MIDWEST 

Adrian 8-10, Alma 5-2 
Culver-Stockton 1-8, Peru St. 0-11 
Hampden-Sydney 12-6, E. Mennonite 

6-1 

Missouri Baptist 17-7, Columbia (Mo.) 
4-13 

Mount Mercy 6-7, Graceland 2-2 
William Penn 4-9, Clarke 3-2,1st game, 
10 innings 

SOUTHWEST 

San Diego St. 19, New Mexico 3 

FAR WEST 

Sacramento St. 7, Texas Rio Grande 
Valley 1 

Washington 4, Southern Cal 3, 10 in¬ 
nings 
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Guaranteed money 
about half of 2019 
free agent deals 



Dave OfiNAUER/Stars and Stripes 

Kubasaki’s Kai Croghan sends the ball past Chadwick’s Troy Dillon. The Dragons lost on penalty kicks in 
the final of the Perry Cup tournament to defending champ Chadwick. 

DODEA Pacific soccer 

Late add to Perry Cup field, 
Kubasaki makes trip worth it 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — Ku¬ 
basaki came up just short in its 
bid for a Perry Cup tournament 
title in the Dragons’ first ap¬ 
pearance in the in-season soccer 
invitational. 

The Dragons lost in penalty 
shots to Chadwick, which repeat¬ 
ed as the tournament’s champion 
on Saturday. 

But for Noah Hayes and Ku¬ 
basaki, which was a last-minute 
entry in the 10-team event, “it 
was worth it” to play in the two- 
day event. 

“It’s a good practice” for the 
Far East Division I Tournament 
in May, said Hayes, a senior, who 
scored eight goals. “Hard work, 
determination, what it takes to 
win a tournament, what it takes 
to get to a final.” 

“They enjoyed competing” in 
the tournament, Kubasaki coach 
Chris Eastman said. “I feel like 
they did that every game. They 
played physically, but they played 
cleanly every single game. I’m 
proud of the effort.” 

Saturday’s final was played 
under sunny skies but in blustery 
wind gusts up to 35 mph, giving 
Kubasaki a first-half wind advan¬ 
tage and the Dolphins the wind at 
their backs in the second half 

Jake Baik, named the tour¬ 
nament’s Most Valuable Player, 


scored on a PK after a foul in the 
area to give the Dolphins the lead 
five minutes in. 

From there, the Dragons kept 
applying pressure. They got the 
equalizer on Sam Gbatu’s header 
off Jeffrey Horton’s comer kick 
four minutes before intermission. 

Even with the piercing, howl¬ 
ing wind in their faces, Kubasaki 
refused to be cowed in the second 
half They forced Dolphins keep¬ 
er Mitchell Masuda to make one 
spectacular save after another, 
two coming on corner-kick set 
pieces. 

“The wind played a big factor 
in how difficult it was to save the 
ball,” Masuda said. 

The match was still deadlocked 
at 1-1 after full time, leading to 
penalties straightaway. Each 
side missed their initial try, then 
Chadwick converted their next 
three while Kubasaki missed 
twice in an effort to stay in the 
shootout. 

“It feels great,” Masuda said. 
“The relief is sweeter than any¬ 
thing, but you can’t replicate the 
taste of victory.” 

It was a far cry from Chadwick’s 
easy 3-0 victory over Yokota in 
the Perry Cup final last March 
17. “This was fun; the competition 
really stepped up this year,” ath¬ 
letics director Mike Farzley said. 
Chadwick is an Incheon-based 
school that plays in Korea’s Red 
Division. 

Despite the defeat, the Drag¬ 


ons would “absolutely” return if 
invited next year, Eastman said, 
adding that the Perry Cup “is 
what Far East is supposed to be 
like. It’s sad that [Division I] only 
has four teams.” 

This was the largest field in 
the Perry Cup’s five-year history, 
up to 10 this year from seven in 
2018. Kubasaki was invited late 
last month when tournament or¬ 
ganizers sought to even the field 
out at 10 teams. 

Red Devils prevail 
in inaugural Cobra Cup 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— Jillian Mock netted two goals 
as Kinnick cruised to the title in 
the inaugural four-team Cobra 
Cup soccer tournament. The Red 
Devils shut out host E. J. King 5-0 
to complete the double-elimina¬ 
tion tournament unbeaten at 3-0. 

Kinnick was joined only by the 
host Cobras, Matthew C. Perry 
and Robert D. Edgren. Orga¬ 
nizers and Kinnick coach Nico 
Hindie say they’re hopeful of a 
bigger field to rival the Perry Cup 
in future seasons. 

“It’s a great opportunity for 
all the teams to get some experi¬ 
ence,” Hindie said. “Hopefully, 
[the] tournament will grow to 
something comparable to the 
Perry Cup to support girls soccer 
in the Pacific and give them equal 
opportunities.” 


By Barry Wiener 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Guaranteed 
payments for unrestricted NFL 
free-agent contracts this month 
make up just over half of the total 
money to be paid, down a bit from 
2018, when Kirk Cousins signed 
a fully guaranteed $84-million 
deal. 

For the first 148 deals reached 
in March, the players’ union says 
$1,116 billion is guaranteed. That’s 
50.15 percent of the nearly $2,227 
billion in total values. Take out 
Cousins’ three-year deal, the 2018 
total drops from 52.56 percent to 
48 percent. 

Teams also have spent far more 
so far in free agency this year. 
There were 120 contracts worth 
$1,836 billion at this point in 2018. 

The average amount per con¬ 
tract in this free agency period 
has been $15.04 million, of which 
the guaranteed dollars reached 
$7.54 million; the larger monetary 
agreements, such as quarterback 
Nick Foies’ deal with Jacksonville 
for $88 million for four years, 
$50,125 million guaranteed, skew 
the average somewhat. 

Eighteen veterans signed con¬ 
tract extensions that totaled 
$226,725 million, of which $93.17 
million was guaranteed. 

Contracts in Mqjor League 
Baseball, the NBA and the NHL 
are fully guaranteed for the length 
of the deal. 

“Obviously we are trying to fig¬ 
ure how to improve that to 100 per¬ 
cent,” says Giants safety Michael 
Thomas, a member of the NFL- 
PA’s executive committee. “We 
know it won’t happen overnight, 
but with best practices from the 
players, the agents and the agents 
of the union working together, we 
can get closer to the 100 percent.” 

The current 10-year labor 
agreement expires in March 2021. 
All player contracts are negotiat¬ 
ed individually and the CBA does 
not specifically address them, so 
other mechanisms are needed to 
boost the guarantees. 

The fact the salary cap has 
risen substantially each year of 
this CBA since 2014 has helped 
the players get higher pay overall. 
There also are regulations requir¬ 
ing the 32 teams to spend at least a 
certain amount of their cap space 
each season. 


And, of course, there is (or 
should be) the competitive desire 
of each club. 

When Cousins received that 
megadeal from Minnesota last 
year, the NFL lagged far behind 
in guarantees. It still does. 

“No other league has that man¬ 
date,” 12-year veteran linebacker 
Lorenzo Alexander of Buffalo 
said. “It comes down to making 
that a norm. Whether in the CBA 
maybe we move toward it, or what 
the NBA has done where the se¬ 
lect stars go out there and are 
demanding certain structure of 
their contracts. We need to look to 
our elite players, our quarterbacks 
who have that type of leverage. As 
they create that culture, they can 
make it a norm within the struc¬ 
ture of football. 

“We have to collaborate as 
players,” added Alexander, also 
a member of the NFLPA’s execu¬ 
tive committee. “Owners always 
will fight tooth and nail” to avoid 
guarantees. 

Both players make salient 
points about how the current CBA 
— which often, particularly in the 
early years of the deal, was per¬ 
ceived as a loss for the union—has 
helped them and their peers. 

Alexander notes the health and 
retirement benefits in the agree¬ 
ment. Thomas cites the elimina¬ 
tion of two-a-days in training 
camps and the curtailed hitting 
allowed in practices. 

“The biggest difference in 
CBAs, and you notice as a player, 
is from the safety area, because I 
have been able to elongate my ca¬ 
reer and get more earning power 
and playing multiple years,” Alex¬ 
ander said. 

Most annoying to any player 
you ask is the perception that pro 
athletes negotiate a guaranteed 
paycheck and then become too 
comfortable to fully apply them¬ 
selves. Both Alexander and Thom¬ 
as get riled up when they hear any 
of that. 

“It is an excuse ... a terrible ex¬ 
cuse,” Thomas said. “A player get¬ 
ting guaranteed money would not 
change who he is as a competitor, 
and he will go out there and be the 
best he can be and try to be the 
best player ever. I do not think that 
will ever change. 

“If [an owner] feels like you got 
the right person, then invest in 
him,” he added. 


We need to look to our elite players, 
our quarterbacks who have that type of 
leverage. As they create that culture, they 
can make it a norm within the structure of 
football, f 

Lorenzo Alexander 

Bills LB and member of the NFLPA’s executive committee 
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Patrick Semansky/AP 

UCLA guard Lindsey Corsaro, second from left, reacts after making a three-pointer in a first-round game 
against Tennessee in the Women’s NCAA Tournament Saturday in Corvaliis, Ore. UCLA won 89-77. 


Pac-12, ACC lead the way 


By Doug Feinberg 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Pac-12 
and Atlantic Coast Conference 
showed conference supremacy in 
the opening round of the women’s 
NCAA Tournament. 

The two power conferences 
combined to go 13-1 in the first 
two days. The Pac-12 won all 
six of its contests, while the ACC 
went 7-1. The lone loss came in a 
matchup between the two confer¬ 
ences, with Cal rallying to rout 
North Carolina. 

“I’m not surprised at all that 
the Pac-12 teams went 6-0. I just 
have so much respect for the play¬ 
ers, teams and coaching in our 
league,” Cal coach Lindsay Got¬ 
tlieb said. “We knew we’d have a 
tough first-round game with UNC 
and that the ACC is really strong, 
so we tried to take a little extra 
pride in representing our league 
and getting the job done.” 

It’s the third time in four years 
the Pac-12 has gone unbeaten in 
the opening round of the tourna¬ 
ment. The conference is 23-1 in 
the first round over the past four 
seasons. 

The top two conferences will 
square off once in the second 
round, with Arizona State play¬ 
ing at Miami. Seven other teams 
will advance to the Sweet 16 on 
Sunday. UConn will be trying to 
make its 25th consecutive trip to 
the regional seminfinals when 
it hosts Buffalo. One team that 
won’t be moving on is Tennessee, 
which lost to UCLA on Saturday. 
The Lady Vols failed to make it 
out of the first round for the sec¬ 
ond time in their storied history. 
The only other time that hap¬ 
pened was 2009. They also failed 
to win 20 games for the first time 
since 1975-76. 

With all the talk of parity this 
year only three double-digit 
seeds advanced to the second 


round. That doesn’t mean the 
first round wasn’t exciting. Three 
games went to OT — equaling the 
total of the entire tournament last 
year. A total of 10 games were de¬ 
cided by single digits, double the 
first round last year. 

Seven of the top eight teams 
advanced fairly easily, with Iowa 
being the lone one or two seed to 
struggle in the first round. 

Mississippi State and Louis¬ 
ville will try to reach the Sweet 
16 on Sunday. The Cardinals 
hope to have senior point guard 
Arica Carter back. She practiced 
and awaits clearance to play after 
missing the past two games with 
an injured left knee. Cardinals 
coach Jeff Walz will also be back 
on the bench after serving a one- 
game NCAA suspension. 

As Walz took notes and drank 
a mint chocolate chip milkshake 
at an adjacent restaurant, the 
Cardinals rolled with longtime 
associate head coach Stephanie 
Norman calling the shots. He was 
back in the arena soon after the 
game, though the team did well 
without him. 

“I think if you asked my staff, 
they would tell me to go back for 
tomorrow’s game,” Walz joked. 
“I’m not even going to ask the 
players because I’m afraid I know 
what the answer there will be.” 

Here are a few other tidbits 
from the tournament: 

Familiar foes 

South Carolina and Florida 
State will meet for the third time 
in the past five seasons in the 
NCAA Tournament — only this 
one is a couple of rounds earlier. 

The Gamecocks defeated the 
Seminoles in the Elite Eight in 
2015 and 2017 in nip-and-tuck 
games to reach the Final Four, 
with South Carolina eventually 
winning the national champion¬ 
ship the second time. 


On Sunday, the teams face off 
again in Charlotte, N.C., in the 
second round with the winner 
moving on to the Sweet 16. And 
while the names and faces may 
have changed over the last couple 
of seasons. South Carolina coach 
Dawn Staley said she foresees a 
similar style in this game. 

“Our games were knockdown, 
drag-outs,” Staley said. “They 
were the type of games where a 
possession here or there and the 
results could have been different. 
I don’t think it will be any differ¬ 
ent on Sunday.” 

Facing a mentor 

Missouri coach Robin Pinge- 
ton was an NAIA All American 
while playing for Iowa coach Lisa 
Binder at St. Ambrose University 
in Davenport, Iowa. 

“You never have those kind 
of thoughts, that this kid could 
someday be a BCS coach at an 
SEC school, doing so well that 
they’re in the top 32 in the coun¬ 
try,” Binder said about coaching 
against a former player of hers in 
the postseason. “I mean, you can’t 
think that type of story. That’s 
just unbelievable. And she’s done 
a great job with it.” 

Star signal callers 

Maples Pavilion had a pair 
of talented quarterbacks in the 
stands for the BYU and Stan¬ 
ford games. Hall of Earner Steve 
Young, a former BYU star, sat 
just off the court near the Cou¬ 
gars bench for their win over 
Auburn. Seattle Seahawks quar¬ 
terback Russell Wilson, incognito 
sporting a red Stanford hoodie, 
was in the stands a couple of rows 
behind the team’s bench rooting 
for little sister Anna, a reserve 
guard for the Cardinal. He stood 
to cheer when she scored a late 
basket. 


Scoreboard 


GREENSBORO REGIONAL 
First Round 
Friday, March 22 
At Chariotte, NX. 

South Carolina 74, Belmont 52 
Florida State 70, Bucknell 67 
At iowa City 
Iowa 66, Mercer 61 
Missouri 77, Drake 76, OT 

Saturday, March 23 
At Waco, Texas 
California 92, North Carolina 72 
Baylor 95, Abilene Christian 38 
At Raieigh, N.C. 

Kentucky 82, Princeton 77 
N.C. State 63, Maine 51 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At Charlotte, N.C. 

Florida State (24-8) vs. South Carolina 
(22-9) 

At Iowa City 

Missouri (24-10) vs. Iowa (27-6) 

Monday, March 25 
At Waco, Texas 

Baylor (32-1) vs. California (20-12) 

At Raleigh, N.C. 

Kentucky (25-7) vs. N.C. State (27-5) 

Monday, March 25 
At Waco, Texas 

Baylor (32-1) vs. California (20-12) 

At Raleigh, N.C. 

Kentucky (25-7) vs. N.C. State (27-5) 
Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
At Greensboro, N.C. 
Baylor-California winner vs. Florida 
State-South Carolina winner 

Kentucky-N.C. State winner vs. Mis- 
souri-lowa winner 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
At Greensboro, N.C. 

Semifinal winners 

PORTLAND REGIONAL 
First Round 
Friday, March 22 
At Starkville, Miss. 

Clemson 79, South Dakota 66 
Mississippi State 103, Southern Uni¬ 
versity 46 

At Coral Gables, Fla. 

Arizona State 60, UCF 45 
Miami 69, Florida Gulf Coast 62 

At Eugene, Ore. 

Indiana 69, Texas 65 
Oregon 78, Portland State 40 

Saturday, March 23 
At Syracuse, N.Y. 

South Dakota State 76, Quinniplac 65 
Syracuse 70, Fordham 49 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At Starkville, Miss. 

Mississippi State (31-2) vs. Clemson 
(20-12) 

At Coral Gables, Fla. 

Arizona State (21-10) vs. Miami (25-8) 

At Eugene, Ore. 

Indiana (21-12) vs. Oregon (30-4) 

Monday, March 25 
At Syracuse, N.Y. 

South Dakota State (27-6) vs. Syracuse 
(25-8) 

Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
At Portland, Ore. 

Mississippi State-Clemson winner, vs. 
Arizona State-Miami winner 

South Dakota State-Syracuse winner, 
vs. Indiana-Oregon winner 

Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
At Portland, Ore. 

Semifinal winners 


CHICAGO REGIONAL 
First Round 
Friday, March 22 
At College Station, Texas 

Marquette 58, Rice 54, OT 
Texas A&M 84, Wright State 61 
Saturday, March 23 
At Notre Dame, Ind. 

Notre Dame 92, Bethune-Cookman 50 
Michigan State 88, C. Michigan 87 
At Ames, Iowa 
Missouri State 89, DePaul 78 
Iowa State 97, New Mexico State 61 
At Stanford, Calif. 

BYU 73, Auburn 64 
Stanford 79, UC Davis 54 
Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At College Station, Texas 
Marquette (27-7) vs. Texas A&M (25-7) 
Monday, March 25 
At Notre Dame, Ind. 

Notre Dame (31-3) vs. Michigan State 
( 21 - 11 ) 

At Ames, Iowa 

Missouri St. (23-9) vs. Iowa St. (26-8) 

At Stanford, Calif. 

BYU (26-6) vs. Stanford (29-4) 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
At Chicago 

Notre Dame-MIchigan State winner 
vs. Marquette-Texas A&M winner 

Missouri State-lowa State winner vs. 
BYU-Stanford winner 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
At Chicago 
Semifinal winners 

ALBANY REGIONAL 
First Round 
Friday, March 22 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Louisville 69, Robert Morris 34 
Michigan 84, Kansas State 54 
At Storrs, Conn. 

Buffalo 82, Rutgers 71 
UConn 110, Towson 61 

Saturday, March 23 
At Corvallis, Ore. 

Gonzaga 68, Little Rock 51 
Oregon State 80, Boise State 75, OT 
At College Park, Md. 

Maryland 73, Radford 51 
UCLA 89, Tennessee 77 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Louisville (30-3) vs. Michigan (22-11) 

At Storrs, Conn. 

Buffalo (24-9) vs. UConn (32-2) 

Monday, March 25 
At Corvallis, Ore. 

Gonzaga (29-4) vs. Oregon St. (25-7) 

At College Park, Md. 

UCLA (21-12) vs. Maryland (29-4) 

Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
At Albany, N.Y. 

Louisville-Michlgan winner vs. Gon- 
zaga-Oregon State winner 

UCLA-Maryland winner vs. Buffalo- 
UConn winner 

Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
At Albany, N.Y. 

Semifinal winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At Tampa, Fla. 

National Semifinals 
Friday, April 5 

Greensboro winner vs. Portland winner 
Albany winner vs. Chicago winner 

National Championship 
Sunday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 



Timothy D. Easley/AP 


Louisville forward Sam Fuehring, right, battles Robert Morris guard 
Nia Adams for a rebound Friday during the first half of their first- 
round game in the Women’s NCAA Tournament in Louisville, Ky. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

z-TampaBay 76 58 14 4 120 301 202 

X-Boston 75 46 20 9 101 233 189 

Toronto 75 44 25 6 94 264 223 

Washington 75 43 24 8 94 257 233 

N.Y. Islanders 75 43 25 7 93 210 184 

Pittsburgh 76 41 24 11 93 256 226 

Carolina 74 41 26 7 89 223 205 

Montreal 75 40 28 7 87 226 217 

Columbus 74 4 0 30 4 8 4 223 218 

Philadelphia 75 36 31 8 80 228 249 

Florida 75 33 30 12 78 243 255 

Buffalo 74 31 34 9 71 206 244 

N.Y. Rangers 74 29 32 13 71 206 245 

New Jersey 76 28 39 9 65 208 259 

Detroit 75 27 38 10 64 203 256 

Ottawa 75 26 43 6 58 222 278 

Western Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

x-Calgary 75 47 21 7 101 268 210 

x-San Jose 75 43 23 9 95 266 237 

x-Winnipeg 75 45 26 4 94 254 218 

Vegas 75 42 27 6 90 234 206 

Nashville 76 42 28 6 90 223 202 

St. Louis 75 40 27 8 88 223 205 

Dallas 75 38 31 6 82 188 186 

Colorado 75 34 29 12 80 239 227 

Arizona 75 36 32 7 79 199 210 

Minnesota 76 35 32 9 79 203 223 

Chicago 74 32 32 10 74 246 270 

Edmonton 75 33 34 8 74 213 249 

Vancouver 75 32 33 10 74 207 232 

Anaheim 77 31 36 10 72 180 237 

Los Angeles 74 27 39 8 62 178 235 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 
z-clinched conference 
Friday’s ^ames 
Minnesota 2, Washington 1 
Anaheim 4, San Jose 3, OT 
Saturday’s games 
New Jersey 2, Arizona 1, SO 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Philadelphia 2 
Colorado 4, Chicago 2 
Ottawa 4, Edmonton 3, OT 
N.Y. Rangers 2, Toronto 1, OT 
Boston 7, Florida 3 
Carolina 5, Minnesota 1 
Winnipeg 5, Nashville 0 
Montreal 7, Buffalo 4 
Pittsburgh 3, Dallas 2 
St. Louis 4, Tampa Bay 3 
Calgary 3, Vancouver 1 
Detroit 3, Vegas 2, OT 
Los Angeles 4, Anaheim 3, SO 
Sunday’s games 
Philadelphia at Wa^ington 
Arizona vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nassau 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Montreal at Carolina 
Colorado at Chicago 
Columbus at Vancouver 

Monday’s games 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers 
Buffalo at New Jersey 
Florida at Toronto 
Boston at Tampa Bay 
Dallas at Winnipeg 
Nashville at Minnesota 
Vegas at St. Louis 
Los Angeles at Calgary 
Detroit at San Jose 

Tuesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Columbus 
Carolina at Washington 
Buffalo at Ottawa 
Florida at Montreal 
Los Angeles at Edmonton 
Chicago at Arizona 
Anaheim at Vancouver 

Saturday 

Bruins 7, Panthers 3 

Boston 1 S 1-7 

Florida 0 2 1-3 

First Period—1, Boston, Acciari 5 (Clif¬ 
ton, Backes), 2:23. 

Second Period—2, Boston, Marchand 
32 (Bergeron), 0:28. 3, Florida, Hawry- 
luk 5 (Hoffman), 0:52. 4, Boston, Chara 5 
(Coyle, Heinen), 5:05. 5, Boston, Kuhiman 
2, 6:38. 6, Florida, Hoffman 35 (Brown, 
Weegar), 10:04. 7, Boston, Kampfer 3 
(Moore, Heinen), 15:48 (pp). 8, Boston, 
Pastrnak 33 (Chara, Halak), 16:36. 

Third Period—9, Florida, Trocheck 8 
(Ekblad, Borgstrom), 3:57 (pp). 10, Bos¬ 
ton, Bergeron 31 (Pastrnak, Marchand), 
19:33. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 16-13-10-39. 
Florida 12-11-11-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 1 
of 3; Florida 1 of 1. 

Goalies—Boston, Halak 20-10-4 (34 
shots-31 saves). Florida, Montembeault 
4-3-1 (38-32). 

A-17,129 (19,250). T-2:34. 

Avalanche 4, Blackhawks 2 

Chicago 0 1 1—2 

Colorado 0 2 2—4 

Second Period—1, Colorado, Compher 
16 (Kerfoot, Nemeth), 3:07. 2, Chicago, 
Toews 32 (Sikura, Kane), 5:20. 3, Colo¬ 
rado, Wilson 11 (Girard, Kerfoot), 13:57 
(pp). 

Third Period—4, Colorado, Andrighet- 
to 6 (Wilson, Johnson), 1:26. 5, Chicago, 
Gustafsson 16 (Keith, Saad), 12:04. 6, 
Colorado, Brassard 13,17:40. 

Shots on Goal—Chicago 8-11-12—31. 
Colorado 7-12-6-25. 

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 0 
of 3; Colorado 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Chicago, Crawford 12-17-3 
(24 shots-21 saves). Colorado, Grubauer 
15-9-3 (31-29). 

A-17,099 (18,007). T-2:26. 


Canadiens 7, Sabres 4 

Buffalo 12 1-4 

Montreal 0 4 3-7 

First Period—1, Buffalo, Reinhart 19 
(Mittelstadt, Montour), 12:26. 

Second Period—2, Montreal, Leh- 
konen 9 (Shaw, Domi), 5:09. 3, Montreal, 
Gallagher 32 (Danault), 9:12. 4, Montreal, 
Shaw 18 (Kulak, Domi), 14:23. 5, Buffalo, 
Nylander 2 (Eichel, Dahlin), 14:53 (pp). 6, 
Buffalo, Scandella 5 (Larsson), 16:08. 7, 
Montreal, Byron 14 (Weal, Thompson), 
18:03. 

Third Period—8 , Montreal, Gallagher 
33 (Tatar, Weber), 8:35. 9, Buffalo, Eichel 
26, 13:13. 10, Montreal, Domi 26 (Tatar, 
Retry), 15:30 (pp). 11, Montreal, Tatar 23 
(Danault, Gallagher), 17:47. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 8-7-12-27. 
Montreal 12-20-12-44. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 1 
of 4; Montreal 1 of 2. 

Goalies-Buffalo, Hutton 17-22-5 (43 
shots-37 saves). Montreal, Price 32-22-5 
(27-23). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:34. 


Kings 4, Ducks 3 (SO) 

1 1 1 0-3 

Los Angeles 111 0—4 

Los Angeles won shootout 1-0 

First Period—1, Anaheim, Fowler 5 
(Steel, Welinski), 3:47. 2, Los Angeles, 
Clifford 9 (Martinez, lafallo), 5:09 (pp). 

Second Period—3, Los Angeles, Carter 
12 (Brown, Wagner), 13:48. 4, Anaheim, 
Rakell 14 (Henrique, Silfverberg), 19:58 
(pp). 

Third Period—5, Anaheim, Rowney 6 
(Grant), 9:42 (sh). 6, Los Angeles, Grund- 
strom 3 (Martinez, Toffoli), 16:07. 

Overtime—None. 

Shootout—Anaheim 0 (Terry NG, 
Rakell NG, Silfverberg NG), Los Angeles 1 
(Kempe NG, Kopitar G, lafallo NG). 

Shots on Goal-Anaheim 7-4-8-1-20. 
Los Angeles 11-9-6-4—30. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 1 
of 2; Los Angeles 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Miller 7-6-2 (30 
shots-27 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 15- 
21-6 (20-17). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:36. 


Rangers 2 , Maple Leafs 1 (OT) Devils 2 , Coyotes 1 (SO) 


N.Y. Rangers 0 0 11-2 

Toronto 0 0 10—1 

Third Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Buchn- 
evich 18 (Skjei, Shattenkirk), 0:19. 2, To¬ 
ronto, Hyman 19 (Tavares, Marner), 8:33. 

Overtime—3, N.Y. Rangers, Strome 15 
(Nieves), 1:48. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 11-7-7- 
3-28. Toronto 13-10-20-2-45. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 3; Toronto 0 of 3. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 11-12- 

3 (45 shots-44 saves). Toronto, Andersen 
34-15-5 (28-26). 

A-19,251 (18,819). T-2:33. 

Penguins 3, Stars 2 

Pittsburgh 1 1 1-3 

Dallas 0 2 0-2 

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Guentzel 

38 (Letang, Kessel), 15:25 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Dallas, Seguin 29 

(Hintz, Radulov), 1:03. 3, Pittsburgh, Mc¬ 
Cann 18 (Kessel), 14:41. 4, Dallas, Coglia- 
no 5 (Nichushkin, Klingberg), 18:40. 

Third Period—5, Pittsburgh, McCann 
19 (Blueger, Gudbranson), 4:20 (sh). 

Shots on Goal-PIttsburgh 12-9-9-30. 
Dallas 10-6-15-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
1 of 1; Dallas 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Murray 26-12-5 
(31 shots-29 saves). Dallas, Khudobin 13- 
16-4 (30-27). 

A-18,532 (18,532). T-2:32. 

Blues 4, Lightning 3 

Tampa Bay 0 2 1—3 

St. Louis 3 1 0-4 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Thomas 8 
(Dunn, Bozak), 11:30 (pp). 2, St. Louis, 
Steen 8 (Sanford), 12:08. 3, St. Louis, 
Tarasenko 29 (Schenn, O’Reilly), 12:45. 

Second Period—4, Tampa Bay, Klllorn 
17 (Cirelli), 0:27 (sh). 5, Tampa Bay, Point 
40 (McDonagh), 7:24. 6, St. Louis, Schenn 
15 (Tarasenko, Barbashev), 14:24. 

Third Period—7, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 

39 (Miller), 4:46. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 12-19-11— 
42. St. Louis 13-8-5-26. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 

Bay Oof 3; St. Louis 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 36-9- 

4 (26 shots-22 saves). St. Louis, Binning- 
ton 20-4-1 (42-39). 

A-18,127 (19,150). T-2:29. 

Red Wings 3, 

Golden Knights 2 (OT) 

Detroit 10 11-3 

Vegas 011 0-2 

First Period—1, Detroit, Glendening 10 
(Athanasiou, Hirose), 3:06. 

Second Period—2, Vegas, Eakin 20 
(Schmidt, Reaves), 14:43. 

Third Period-3, Vegas, Smith 18,10:12 
(sh). 4, Detroit, Mantha 18 (Kronwall, 
Athanasiou), 11:17 (pp). 

Overtime—5, Detroit, Mantha 19 (Lar¬ 
kin), 0:19. 

Shots on Goal-Detroit 9-10-10-1-30. 
Vegas 10-8-12-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 1 
of 2; Vegas 0 of 3. 

Goalies-Detroit, Howard 20-20-5 (30 
shots-28 saves). Vegas, Subban 7-7-1 
(30-27). 

A-18,437 (17,367). T-2:29 

Senators 4, Oilers 3 (OT) 

Ottawa 2 0 11-4 

Edmonton 111 0—3 

First Period—1, Ottawa, Tkachuk 18 
(Wolanin, DeMelo), 4:37 (pp). 2, Edmon¬ 
ton, Chiasson 21 (Nurse), 8:12. 3, Ottawa, 
Ryan 14 (Chabot, White), 15:28 (pp). 

Second Period—4, Edmonton, McDa- 
vid 38 (DraisaitI, Kassian), 2:54. 

Third Period—5, Ottawa, Gibbons 6 
(Lindberg, Paajarvi), 7:37. 6, Edmonton, 
Cave 3 (Gagner, Gambardella), 8:33. 

Overtime—7, Ottawa, Tkachuk 19 (An¬ 
derson, Balcers), 2:09. 

Shots on Goal-Ottawa 12-13-8-2-35. 
Edmonton 7-11-11-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 2 
of 2; Edmonton 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Ottawa, Anderson 15-25-4 
(29 shots-26 saves). Edmonton, Koskinen 
23-18-5 (35-31). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:28. 


Arizona 1 0 0 0—1 

New Jersey 1 0 0 0—2 

New Jersey won shootout 2-1. 

First Period—1, Arizona, Ekman-Lars- 
son 12 (Garland, Galchenyuk), 2:31. 2, 
New Jersey, Stafford 4 (Wood, Zacha), 
17:01. 

Shootout—Arizona 1 (Cousins NG, 
Galchenyuk NG, Hinostroza NG, Keller 
NG, Garland G, Panik NG), New Jersey 2 
(Palmier! NG, Stafford NG, Severson NG, 
Hischier NG, Coleman G, Zacha G). 

Shots on Goal—Arizona 11-7-5-1—24. 
New Jersey 8-10-12-2—32. 

Power-play opportunities—Arizona 0 
of 3; New Jersey 0 of 5. 

Goalies—Arizona, Kuemper 24-18-7 

(32 shots-31 saves). New Jersey, Black¬ 
wood 8-9-0 (24-23). 

A-16,514 (16,514). T-2:36. 

Hurricanes 5, Wild 1 

Minnesota 0 1 0—1 

Carolina 0 2 3—5 

Second Period—1, Carolina, J.Staal 

9 (Faulk, Teravainen), 3:06. 2, Carolina, 
Pesce 7 (Williams, Aho), 5:32. 3, Minne¬ 
sota, E.Staal 21 (Fiala, Spurgeon), 8:57 
(pp). 

Third Period—4, Carolina, Svechnikov 
19 (J.Staal, Teravainen), 3:27. 5, Carolina, 
Wallmark 10 (Martinook, Ferland), 9:09. 
6, Carolina, Teravainen 19,11:12. 

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 7-11-7—25. 
Carolina 11-13-9-33. 

Power-play opportunities—MI n nesota 
1 of 4; Carolina 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Dubnyk 29-26-6 
(33 shots-28 saves). Carolina, Mrazek 20- 
13-3 (25-24). 

A-16,751 (18,680). T-2:27. 

Fiames 3, Canucks 1 

Calgary 111-3 

Vancouver 0 0 1—1 

First Period—1, Calgary, Giordano 16 
(Hathaway, Ryan), 9:44. 

Second Period—2, Calgary, Hathaway 

10 (Giordano), 17:08. 

Third Period—3, Vancouver, Boeser 25 
(Edier, Pettersson), 0:38 (pp). 4, Calgary, 
Mangiapane 7 (Giordano), 7:25. 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 12-10-9—31. 
Vancouver 6-9-13—28. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 0 
of 4; Vancouver 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Calgary, Smith 21-14-2 (28 

shots-27 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
27-21-9 (31-28). 

A-18,685 (18,910). T-2:26. 

Islanders 4, Flyers 2 

N.Y. Islanders 1 1 2-4 

Philadelphia 1 0 1-2 

First Period—1, Philadelphia, Hagg 5 
(Gudas, Hartman), 6:39. 2, N.Y. Islanders, 
Nelson 23 (Mayfield, Toews), 14:27. 

Second Period—3, N.Y Islanders, Led- 
dy 4 (Boychuk, Barzal), 10:58. 

Third Period—4, Philadelphia, Gostis- 
behere 8 (Couturier, Giroux), 6:16 (pp). 
5, N.Y. Islanders, Jo.Bailey 15 (Nelson, 
Ladd), 16:03. 6, N.Y. Islanders, Jo.Bailey 
16 (Komarov, Pelech), 17:26. 

Shots on Goal-N.Y. Islanders 14-15- 
11-40. Philadelphia 10-5-9-24. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 5; Philadelphia 1 of 2. 

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Lehner 21-12- 
5 (24 shots-22 saves). Philadelphia, Hart 
15-11-1 (40-36). 

A-19,668 (19,543). T-2:25. 

Jets 5, Predators 0 

Nashville 0 0 0-0 

Winnipeg 0 3 2—5 

Second Period—1, Winnipeg, Connor 
30 (Myers, Hayes), 4:42. 2, Winnipeg, 
Copp 11 (Perreault, Hendricks), 14:16. 
3, Winnipeg, Hayes 18 (Connor, Trouba), 
15:41. 

Third Period—4, Winnipeg, Connor 31 
(Hayes), 15:22. 5, Winnipeg, Connor 32 
(Laine, Hayes), 19:51. 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 12-9-12-33. 
Winnipeg 8-19-16-43. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
0 of 0; Winnipeg 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Nashville, Rinne 26-19-4 (43 
shots-38 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
32-20-2 (33-33). 

A-15,321 (15,321). T-2:25. 


Roundup 


Avalanche roll to 
4th straight win 


Associated Press 

DENVER — Colin Wilson 
scored his first goal in more than a 
month, Philipp Grubauer stopped 
29 shots and the playoff-chasing 
Colorado Avalanche earned their 
fourth straight win by holding off 
the Chicago Blackhawks 4-2 on 
Saturday. 

J.T. Compher and Sven An- 
drighetto also scored. Derick 
Brassard added an empty-netter 
as the Avalanche moved into po¬ 
sition for the second wild card in 
the Western Conference. 

Colorado had an array of for¬ 
wards step up with All-Star Mikko 
Rantanen missing the game with 
an upper-body injury. Wilson 
came through with his first goal 
since Feb. 7. 

Grubauer kept up his tor¬ 
rid play by winning his fourth 
straight start. He’s allowed four 
goals over stretch. 

Jonathan Toews and Erik 
Gustafsson scored for Chicago, 
and Corey Crawford stopped 21 
shots. 

Blues 4, Lightning 3: Vladimir 
Tarasenko had a goal and an as¬ 
sist, Jordan Binnington made 39 
saves, and host St. Louis snapped 
Tampa Bay’s seven-game win 
streak. 

Robert Thomas, Alexander 
Steen and Brayden Schenn also 
scored for the Blues, who earned 
their third consecutive win. Bin¬ 
nington improved to 20-4-1. He 
has won his last four starts and 
seven of his last nine overall. 

Canadiens 7 , Sabres 4: Bren¬ 
dan Gallagher had two goals 
and an assist, and host Montreal 
earned its third straight win. 

Max Domi and Tomas Tatar 
each had a goal and two assists as 
the Canadiens (40-28-7) moved 
three points ahead of idle Colum¬ 
bus in the race for the second wild 
card in the Eastern Conference. 
Artturi Lehkonen, Andrew Shaw 
and Paul Byron also scored. 

Making his seventh start in a 
row, Montreal star Carey Price 
macie 23 saves. 

Hurricanes 5, Wild 1: Teuvo 
Teravainen had a goal and two 
assists, sending host Carolina to 
the win. 

Jordan Staal, Brett Pesce, 
Andrei Svechnikov and Lucas 
Wallmark also scored for the 
Hurricanes, who picked up their 
fifth win in seven games to keep 
their hold on the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence’s first wild-card spot. Petr 
Mrazek stopped 24 shots. 

Jets 5, Predators 0: Kyle Con¬ 
nor had three goals and an assist 
in his first NHL hat trick, helping 
host Winnipeg clinch a playoff 
spot. 

Kevin Hayes had a goal and 
three assists for the Jets, and An¬ 
drew Copp also scored. Connor 
Hellebuyck made 33 saves for his 
second shutout of the season. 



Jack Dempsey/AP 


Colorado Avalanche goaltender 
Philipp Grubauer stopped 29 
shots in his team’s 4-2 win 
against the Chicago Blackhawks 
on Saturday in Denver. 

Bruins 7, Panthers 3: Patrice 
Bergeron, David Pastrnak, Brad 
Marchand and Zdeno Chara each 
had a goal and an assist as Bos¬ 
ton clinched a playoff berth with 
a road win. 

Steve Kampfer, Karson Kuhi¬ 
man and Noel Acciari also scored 
for the Bruins. Jaroslav Halak 
stopped 31 shots. 

Devils 2 , Coyotes 1 (SO): 
Blake Coleman and Pavel Zacha 
scored in the shootout and host 
New Jersey hurt Arizona’s play¬ 
off chances, sending the Coyotes 
to their fourth straight loss. 

Islanders 4, Flyers 2: Josh 
Bailey scored twice 1:23 apart in 
the third period, stopping a 12- 
game drought and leading New 
York to a win at Philadelphia. 

Rangers 2, Maple Leafs 1 
(OT): Ryan Strome scored 1:48 
into overtime, and New York won 
at Toronto to stop a five-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

Senators 4, Oilers 3 (OT): 

Brady Tkachuk scored 2:09 into 
overtime for his second goal of 
the game, lifting Ottawa to a win 
at Edmonton. 

Penguins 3, Stars 2: Jared 
McCann scored twice, including 
the go-ahead goal on a spinning 
short-handed play in the third 
period, and Pittsburgh won at 
Dallas. 

Red Wings 3, Golden Knights 
2 (OT): Anthony Mantha scored 
the tying goal midway through 
the third period and got the game- 
winner 19 seconds into overtime, 
lifting Detroit to a win at Las 
Vegas. 

Kings 4, Ducks 3 (SO): Anze 
Kopitar scored the only goal in 
the shootout, and host Los Ange¬ 
les beat Anaheim in a low-stakes 
edition of the Freeway Faceoff. 

Flames 3, Canucks 1: Mark 
Giordano had a goal and two as¬ 
sists, leading Calgary Flames to a 
win at Vancouver. 
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John Hefti/AP 


Mavericks forward Luka Doncic looks to shoot as Warriors forward 
Draymond Green defends on Saturday in Oakland, Calif. 


Roundup 


Doncic, Nowitzki lift 
Mavs over Warriors 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Luka 
Doncic had a triple-double, Dirk 
Nowitzki scored a season-best 21 
points in a rare start and the Dal¬ 
las Mavericks capitalized on Ste¬ 
phen Curry’s absence to beat the 
Golden State Warriors 126-91 on 
Saturday night. 

Golden State dropped out of 
the top seed in the Western Con¬ 
ference to a half-game behind 
Denver. With Curry resting, 
Kevin Durant had 25 points and 
DeMarcus Cousins scored 19. 
The Warriors were 4-for-30 from 
three-point range, with Durant 
going O-for-8 and Klay Thompson 
missing all four of his tries. 

Doncic had 23 points, 11 re¬ 
bounds and 10 assists. Dallas had 
dropped 12 straight in Oakland. 

Hawks 129, 76ers 127: Trae 
Young scored 32 points, including 
a last-second, go-ahead floater, as 
Atlanta ended visiting Philadel¬ 
phia’s six-game winning streak. 

With 3.5 seconds remaining. 
Young took the inbound pass 
from Kevin Huerter and dribbled 
past Jimmy Butler before sinking 
the short, soft jumper for the lead 
with 0.1 seconds remaining. But¬ 
ler missed a long attempt as the 
final buzzer sounded. 

Jazz 114, Bulls 83: At Chi¬ 
cago, Rudy Gobert had 21 points 
and 14 rebounds, and Utah rolled 
to one of its most lopsided wins of 
the season. 

The 31-point margin of victory 
was just three shy of Utah’s sea¬ 
son high. The Jazz raced out to 
a 70-36 halftime lead and never 
looked back in winning for the 
sixth time in seven games. 


TImberwolves 112, Grizzlies 

99: Karl-Anthony Towns had 33 
points and 23 rebounds, and Min¬ 
nesota ended a five-game slide 
with a win over host Memphis. 

Andrew Wiggins added 22 
points and rookie Josh Okogie 
had 17 as Minnesota, eliminated 
from the playoffs Friday night, 
ended its longest losing streak of 
the season. 

Heat 113, Wizards 108: Dw- 

yane Wade scored 11 of his 20 
points in the fourth quarter, help¬ 
ing visiting Miami remain alone 
in eighth place in the East. 

Wade also had nine rebounds 
while scoring in double digits for 
a ninth consecutive game. 

Hornets 124, Celtics 117: 
Kemba Walker scored 18 of his 
game-high 36 points in the fourth 
quarter and Charlotte rallied to 
beat visiting Boston. 

It was Walker’s 23rd game of 
30 or more points this season. 
He added 11 rebounds and nine 
assists. 

Trail Blazers 117, Pistons 
112: Damian Lillard had 28 
points, nine assists and six re¬ 
bounds as Portland beat visiting 
Detroit for its third straight win. 

Al-Farouq Aminu scored 22 
points, including nine points in 
the fourth quarter as Portland 
rallied from a six-point deficit. 

Kings 112, Suns 103: Buddy 
Hield had 25 points and set the 
franchise season record for three- 
pointers in host Sacramento’s win 
over Phoenix. 

Hield made 7-for-14 from be¬ 
yond the arc, giving him 245 
three-pointers this season, sur¬ 
passing the mark of 240 set by 
Peja Stojakovic in 2003-04. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

x-Toronto 51 22 .699 

x-Philadelphia 47 26 .644 

Boston 43 30 .589 

Brooklyn 38 36 .614 

New York 

Miami 

Orlando __ __ _ 

Charlotte 33 39 .458 

Washington 30 44 .405 

Atlanta 26 48 .351 

Centrai Division 

y-Milwaukee 54 19 .740 

x-Indiana 44 29 .603 

Detroit 37 35 .514 

Chicago 21 53 .284 

Cleveland . 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 


31 43 .419 15'/2 


Northwest Division 

x-uenver 49 22 .690 

Portland 45 27 .625 

Oklahoma City 43 30 .589 

Utah 43 30 .589 

Minnesota 33 40 .452 

Pacific Division 

x-Golden State 49 23 .681 

L.A. Clippers 43 30 .589 

Sacramento 36 36 .500 

L.A. Lakers 31 41 .431 

Phoenix 17 57 .230 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Friday’s games 
Orlando 123, Memphis 119, OT 
Denver 111, New York 93 
L.A. Clippers 110, Cleveland 108 
Oklahoma City 116, Toronto 109 
Houston 111, San Antonio 105 
Milwaukee 116, Miami 87 
Brooklyn 111, L.A. Lakers 106 
Saturday’s games 
Charlotte 124, Boston 117 
Miami 113, Washington 108 
Atlanta 129, Philadelphia 127 
Minnesota 112, Memphis 99 
Utah 114, Chicago 83 
Dallas 126, Golden State 91 
Portland 117, Detroit 112 
Sacramento 112, Phoenix 103 
Sunday’s games 
L.A. Clippers at New York 
Cleveland at Milwaukee 
Denver at Indiana 
Charlotte at Toronto 
Houston at New Orleans 
San Antonio at Boston 
Detroit at Golden State 
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers 
Monday’s games 
Philadelphia at Orlando 
Oklahoma City at Memphis 
Phoenix at Utah 
Brooklyn at Portland 

Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Cleveland 
San Antonio at Charlotte 
Chicago at Toronto 
Orlando at Miami 
Atlanta at New Orleans 
Houston at Milwaukee 
L.A. Clippers at Minnesota 
Sacramento at Dallas 
Detroit at Denver 
Washington at L.A. Lakers 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Saturday 

Hawks 129, 76ers 127 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 6-13 13-13 25, 
Harris 6-17 0-1 13, Embiid 7-11 11-14 27, 
B.Simmons 9-16 3-4 21, Redick 5-13 2-2 14, 
Ennis III 2-5 3-4 8, Scott 3-7 0-0 9, Marja- 
novic 2-5 0-0 5, McConnell 2-4 1-1 5. To¬ 
tals 42-91 33-39 127. 

ATLANTA - Prince 8-15 3-3 23, Collins 

4-10 4-4 13, Dedmon 7-11 1-2 17, Young 
11-20 6-7 32, Huerter 3-7 0-0 7, Bembry 3- 
6 0-0 6, Len 6-13 1-1 14, Adams 2-3 0-1 5, 
Bazemore 1-7 1-3 3, Anderson 3-6 0-0 6, 
Carter 1-8 0-0 3. Totals 49-106 16-21 129. 
Philadelphia 41 27 32 27-127 

Atlanta 34 40 26 29-129 

Three-Point Goals-Philadelphia 10-23 
(Scott 3-6, Embiid 2-3, Redick 2-6, Mar- 
janovic 1-1, Ennis III 1-3, Harris 1-4), At¬ 
lanta 15-47 (Young 4-9, Prince 4-10, Ded¬ 
mon 2-5, Collins 1-1, Adams 1-2, Huerter 

1-3, Len 1-5, Carter 1-6, Anderson 0-2, 
Bazemore 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Philadelphia 52 (Embiid 12), 
Atlanta 49 (Collins 9). Assists—Philadel¬ 
phia 21 (B.Simmons 9), Atlanta 28 (Young 
11). Total Fouls-Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 
25. Technicals—Philadelphia coach 76ers 
(Defensive three second), Bembry, At¬ 
lanta coach Hawks (Defensive three sec¬ 
ond). A-16,640 (18,118). 


Hornets 124, Celtics 117 

BOSTON - Tatum 5-17 0-0 12, Morris 
6-13 0-0 15, Williams III 1-2 0-0 2, Irving 
12-23 3-4 31, Smart 2-10 0-0 6, Ojeleye 1-3 

2-2 5, Brown 10-13 4-7 29, Theis 2-3 1-2 5, 
Yabusele 0-1 0-0 0, Rozier 5-8 0-0 12. To¬ 
tals 44-93 10-15 117. 

CHARLOTTE - Bridges 8-13 1-2 20, Wil¬ 
liams 4-9 4-4 13, Biyombo 2-3 0-2 4, Walker 
11-25 8-8 36, Bacon 4-10 2-4 11, Kaminsky 

2- 4 2-2 7, Hernangomez 4-8 0-0 8, Graham 

1-6 1-2 4, Lamb 3-11 0-0 8, Monk 3-6 4-4 13. 
Totals 42-95 22-28 124. 

Boston 35 29 34 19-117 

Charlotte 29 34 26 35-124 

Three-Point Goals—Boston 19-43 
(Brown 5-6, Irving 4-11, Morris 3-5, Ro¬ 
zier 2-5, Smart 2-7, Tatum 2-7, Ojeleye 

1-2), Charlotte 18-38 (Walker 6-13, Monk 

3- 4, Bridges 3-6, Lamb 2-5, Bacon 1-1, Ka¬ 
minsky 1-2, Graham 1-3, Williams 1-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 42 
(Morris 9), Charlotte 53 (Walker 11). As¬ 
sists—Boston 31 (Smart 8), Charlotte 26 
(Walker 9). Total Fouls—Boston 23, Char¬ 
lotte 15. A-19,438 (19,077). 


Jazz 114, Bulls 83 

UTAH - Ingles 5-14 1-1 13, Favors 6-10 

1- 1 13, Gobert 9-11 3-7 21, Rubio 6-11 0-0 
12, Mitchell 5-8 4-4 16, O’Neale 1-4 0-0 3, 
Sefolosha 1-3 0-0 2, Crowder 4-12 0-0 11, 
Udoh 1-2 0-0 2, Niang 2-4 0-0 4, Neto 3-5 

2- 2 10, Korver 2-8 0-0 5, Mitrou-Long 1-3 
0-0 2. Totals 46-95 11-15 114. 

CHICAGO - Harrison 2-9 2-2 6, Mark- 
kanen 6-20 5-5 18, Lopez 5-11 0-2 10, 
Dunn 1-8 2-2 4, Blakeney 5-11 0-0 10, 
Felicio 5-8 0-0 10, Arcidiacono 0-6 4-4 4, 
Luwawu-Cabarrot 2-2 1-2 5, Selden 4-11 

1- 3 9, Sampson 3-6 0-0 7. Totals 33-92 15- 
20 83. 

Utah 33 37 21 23-114 

Chicago 18 18 25 22- 83 

Three-Point Goals-Utah 11-32 
(Crowder 3-9, Mitchell 2-2, Neto 2-3, In¬ 
gles 2-7, O’Neale 1-3, Korver 1-4, Niang 
0-1, Mitrou-Long 0-1, Rubio 0-2), Chicago 

2- 16 (Sampson 1-4, Markkanen 1-6, Lopez 
0-1, Arcidiacono 0-1, Blakeney 0-2, Selden 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 
58 (Gobert 14), Chicago 45 (Markkanen 
10). Assists-Utah 27 (Ingles 5), Chicago 
16 (Dunn 5). Total Fouls-Utah 17, Chi¬ 
cago 16. Technicals—Crowder. A—20,506 
(20,917). 

Kings 112, Suns 103 

PHOENIX - Bridges 5-9 0-0 11, Bender 
2-6 0-0 4, Ayton 9-16 1-4 19, Booker 10-27 
10-10 32, Melton 1-2 0-0 3, Spalding 0-2 1- 
2 1, Holmes 3-9 8-8 14, Okobo 1-5 0-0 3, 
Fredette 0-1 0-0 0, Daniels 5-11 2-2 16. To¬ 
tals 36-88 22-26 103. 

SACRAMENTO - Barnes 10-17 0-0 25, 
BJelica5-10 1-2 13, Cauley-Stein 1-1 1-2 3, 
Fox 3-12 7-8 13, Hield 9-20 0-0 25, Brewer 
2-3 2-3 7, Bagley III 5-13 6-7 16, Koufos 2-5 
0-0 4, Ferrell 0-0 0-0 0, Bogdanovic 2-11 0- 
0 6. Totals 39-92 17-22 112. 

Phoenix 32 21 22 28-103 

Sacramento 19 28 32 33-112 

Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 9-34 
(Daniels 4-10, Booker 2-11, Melton 1-2, 
Bridges 1-3, Okobo 1-4, Fredette 0-1, 
Bender 0-3), Sacramento 17-38 (Hield 
7-14, Barnes 5-8, BJelica 2-5, Bogdanovic 
2-7, Brewer 1-1, Bagley III 0-1, Fox 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 
43 (Ayton 11), Sacramento 51 (Bjelica 17). 
Assists—Phoenix 25 (Booker 10), Sacra¬ 
mento 25 (Fox 9). Total Fouls—Phoenix 
21, Sacramento 19. Technicals—Sac¬ 
ramento coach Kings (Delay of game). 
A-17,583 (17,608). 


Kings guard Buddy Hield, right, 
set the franchise season record 
for three-pointers on Saturday 
in Sacramento, Calif. The Kings 
beat the Phoenix Suns 112-103. 


Calendar 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 

May 14 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 14-19 — Draft combine, Chicago. 
May 30 - NBA Finals begin. 
June20-NBA Draft. 


Heat 113, Wizards 108 

MIAMI - Jones Jr. 1-5 0-0 2, Olynyk 6-9 
0-0 14, Adebayo 6-11 4-4 16, Richardson 
6-12 4-4 18, Waiters 7-13 1-1 19, J.Johnson 

5- 11 2-4 13, Whiteside 1-2 0-0 2, Dragic 3-9 
2-4 9, Wade 9-16 0-2 20. Totals 44-88 13- 
19 113. 

WASHINGTON - Brown Jr. 2-9 3-4 
7, Portis 6-15 1-2 14, Bryant 8-13 0-0 17, 
Satoransky 5-13 1-2 12, Beal 6-14 2-4 
16, Green 9-12 4-4 25, Parker 2-10 2-2 6, 
McRae 2-6 1-1 5, Randle 1-4 3-4 6. Totals 
41-96 17-23 108. 

Miami 25 27 26 35-113 

Washington 27 26 26 29-108 

Three-Point Goals-Miami 12-39 (Wait¬ 
ers 4-9, Olynyk 2-5, Wade 2-6, Richardson 

2- 7, J.Johnson 1-4, Dragic 1-5, Adebayo 0- 
1, Jones Jr. 0-2), Washington 9-30 (Green 

3- 5, Beal 2-8, Randle 1-1, Portis 1-2, Bry¬ 
ant 1-3, Satoransky 1-4, Parker 0-3, Brown 
Jr. 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Miami 44 (Adebayo 11), Washington 53 
(Portis, Bryant 11). Assists—Miami 29 
(Adebayo 8), Washington 25 (Satoransky 
8). Total Fouls-Miami 23, Washington 20. 
Technicals—Olynyk, Bryant. A—20,409 
(20,356). 

Mavericks 126, Warriors 91 

DALLAS — Jackson 4-8 0-0 9, Nowit¬ 
zki 8-14 0-0 21, Powell 2-3 0-0 4, Doncic 

6- 14 7-11 23, Brunson 5-9 0-0 11, Antetok- 
ounmpo 0-1 1-2 1, Finney-Smith 2-3 1-1 5, 
Kleber 6-9 0-0 16, Burke 3-7 5-5 13, Macon 
0-1 0-0 0, Harris 2-5 0-0 6, Broekhoff 6-8 

3-3 17, C.Lee 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 44-83 17-22 
126. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 9-25 7-7 25, 
Green 2-4 1-2 6, Cousins 8-11 2-4 19, Cook 

3- 10 0-0 7, Thompson 4-13 0-0 8, McKin- 
nie 1-2 3-4 5, Looney 5-6 2-2 12, Jerebko 
1-3 0-0 3, Bell 1-5 0-2 2, Iguodala 0-3 0-0 
0, Evans 0-3 0-0 0, D.Lee 2-5 0-0 4. Totals 
36-90 15-21 91. 

Dallas 37 37 34 18-126 

Golden State 22 24 24 21- 91 

Three-Point Goals—Dallas 21-49 
(Nowitzki 5-8, Kleber 4-6, Doncic 4-11, 
Burke 2-4, Broekhoff 2-4, Harris 2-5, 
Brunson 1-4, Jackson 1-5, Finney-Smith 
0-1, Powell 0-1), Golden State 4-30 (Cous¬ 
ins 1-1, Green 1-2, Jerebko 1-3, Cook 1-5, 
McKinnie 0-1, D.Lee 0-1, Evans 0-2, Iguo¬ 
dala 0-3, Thompson 0-4, Durant 0-8). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 49 
(Doncic 11), Golden State 36 (Cousins, 
Cook 6). Assists—Dallas 33 (Doncic 10), 
Golden State 22 (Cook 7). Total Fouls- 
Dallas 22, Golden State 22. Technicals— 
Durant. A-19,596 (19,596). 

T-woives 112, Grizzlies 99 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 9-15 3-3 22, 
Saric 3-9 2-2 11, Towns 12-20 5-5 33, Jones 

4- 8 3-3 12, Okogie 5-11 6-6 17, Bates-Diop 

4- 6 0-0 8, Tolliver 2-6 0-0 6, Dieng 1-6 1- 
2 3, Bayless 0-1 0-0 0, Reynolds 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 40-83 20-21 112. 

MEMPHIS - Holiday 3-8 0-0 7, Cabocio 
1-7 0-0 3, Valanciunas 7-15 5-7 20, Conley 

7- 17 7-8 23, Dorsey 3-13 1-1 8, Washburn 
1-1 0-0 3, Parsons 4-8 0-0 9, Rabb 3-6 1-2 
7, Noah 1-4 3-4 5, Carter 1-5 0-0 2, Wright 

5- 10 0-0 12, Watanabe 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 36- 
96 17-22 99. 

Minnesota 25 24 35 28-112 

Memphis 25 25 18 31- 99 

Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 12-26 
(Towns 4-7, Saric 3-6, Tolliver 2-6, Jones 
1-1, Okogie 1-3, Wiggins 1-3), Memphis 
10-33 (Wright 2-4, Conley 2-6, Wash¬ 
burn 1-1, Valanciunas 1-1, Holiday 1-3, 
Cabocio 1-4, Parsons 1-4, Dorsey 1-6, 
Watanabe 0-1, Carter 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Minnesota 49 (Towns 
23), Memphis 47 (Valanciunas 14). As¬ 
sists—Minnesota 25 (Jones 9), Memphis 
22 (Wright 6). Total Fouls-Minnesota 
20, Memphis 22. Technicals—Minnesota 
coach TImberwolves (Defensive three 
second), Memphis coach Grizzlies 
(Defensive three second). A—16,977 
(18,119). 

Trail Blazers 117, Pistons 112 

DETROIT - Brown 0-0 0-0 0, Griffin 10- 
18 4-4 27, Drummond 6-11 7-7 19, Jackson 
9-16 2-2 24, Ellington 2-5 1-1 5, Maker 2-3 
0-0 6, Pachulia 0-1 0-0 0, Galloway 3-10 0- 
0 9, Smith 4-9 0-0 9, Kennard 6-11 0-0 13. 
Totals 42-84 14-14 112. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 4-7 1-1 10, 
Aminu 8-13 4-5 22, Nurkic 6-12 3-4 15, Lil¬ 
lard 9-16 4-5 28, Layman 0-1 2-4 2, Collins 

4-6 0-1 9, Kanter 5-9 0-0 10, Curry 5-9 5-5 
16, Hood 2-6 1-2 5, Turner 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
43-79 20-27 117. 

Detroit 28 28 36 20-112 

Portland 32 27 30 28-117 

Three-Point Goals—Detroit 14-34 
(Jackson 4-8, Galloway 3-8, Griffin 3-8, 
Maker 2-3, Smith 1-2, Kennard 1-2, El¬ 
lington 0-3), Portland 11-26 (Lillard 

6- 10, Aminu 2-5, Harkless 1-2, Curry 1- 
3, Collins 1-3, Layman 0-1, Hood 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Detroit 
29 (Drummond 11), Portland 42 (Kanter, 
Aminu 7). Assists—Detroit 24 (Griffin 6), 
Portland 22 (Lillard 9). Total Fouls—De¬ 
troit 21, Portland 14. Technicals—Detroit 
coach Pistons (Defensive three second), 
Portland coach Trail Blazers (Defensive 
three second). A—19,815 (19,393). 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/NCAA TOURNAMENT 



Matt Bell/AP 


Kyle Busch celebrates career win 201 following the NASCAR 
Gander Outdoors Truck Series race Saturday in Martinsville, Va. 

Briefly 


Johnson out after 
4 years with Tide 


Associated Press 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Avery 
Johnson is out as Alabama’s coach 
after making the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment only once in four seasons. 

Athletic director Greg Byrne 
announced Sunday that the Crim¬ 
son Tide and Johnson “made the 
decision to mutually part ways.” 

Johnson’s buyout under a con¬ 
tract extension reached in August 
2017 would be $8 million. 

He led the Tide to a 75-62 re¬ 
cord in four seasons, including 
a trip to the NCAA Tournament 
last year. Alabama lost five of its 
last six games this past season, 
including a first-round upset by 
Norfolk State in the NIT on Tues¬ 
day night. 

Associate head coach John Pel- 
phrey will serve as interim head 
coach. 

Johnson, a former NBA player 
and coach, had success on the 
recruiting trail, landing five-star 
prospects in Collin Sexton and 
current freshman Kira Lewis Jr. 
Sexton left after one season and 
was an NBA lottery pick. 

Kyle Busch earns 
201st career win 

MARTINSVILLE, Va. — Kyle 
Busch remained undefeated in 
the Truck Series this season with 
yet another victory Saturday at 
Martinsville Speedway. 

Busch has won all three Truck 
Series races he has entered this 
year, and his latest victory is 
the 201st national series win of 
his career. He is off to an unbe¬ 
lievable start to the season with 
seven wins — including back-to- 
back victories in the Cup Series 
— and his lowest finish in any 
race is sixth. 

Busch now has 54 career victo¬ 
ries in the Truck Series, but Sat¬ 
urday was just his second win in 
10 career starts at Martinsville in 
the No. 51 Toyota. 

“It’s cool to win at Martins¬ 
ville and cool to get to take home 
a clock,” Busch said of Martins¬ 
ville’s grandfather clock trophy. 


Busch dominated and led 174 of 
250 laps but a caution with eight 
laps remaining set up one last re¬ 
start. Busch took off with three 
laps to go and cruised to the win, 
under caution, because of an ac¬ 
cident on the final lap. 

Ben Rhodes finished second 
and was followed by Brett Mof- 
fitt, Ross Chastain and Stewart 
Friesen. 

Casey holds one-shot 
lead over Johnson 

PALM HARBOR, Fla. — Paul 
Casey was on the verge of build¬ 
ing a comfortable lead Saturday 
until a bogey on the final hole for 
a 3-under 68 that cut his lead to 
one shot over Dustin Johnson in 
the Valspar Championship. 

Johnson, the world’s No. 1 
player, had some say in the mar¬ 
gin going into the final round at 
Innisbrook. 

From a narrow bunker right of 
the 18th fairway to an elevated 
green with a front pin, Johnson 
blasted 9-iron to 10-foot birdie 
and a 67. 

Casey was at 8-under 205. 

Cubs send infielder 
Happ to minors 

MESA, Ariz. — The Chicago 
Cubs have optioned versatile 
youngster Ian Happ to the minor 
leagues. 

Manager Joe Maddon an¬ 
nounced the decision Saturday. 

The 24-year-old Happ appeared 
in 142 games with Chicago last 
season, hitting .233 with 15 hom¬ 
ers and a .761 OPS while playing 
second base, third base and all 
three outfield spots. He finished 
eighth in NL Rookie of the Year 
voting in 2017 after hitting .253 
with 24 homers in 115 games. 

The 2015 first-round pick is bat¬ 
ting .135 this spring with a .389 
OPS. The demotion will allow the 
switch hitter to get regular play¬ 
ing time at Triple-A instead of 
being limited on Chicago’s deep 
m^or league roster. 


Searching: Underdogs looking for upsets 


FROM BACK PAGE 

At least one double-digit seed 
will get to the Sweet 16 because 
Cartwright’s 13th-seeded Anteat- 
ers face No. 12 seed Oregon in a 
South Regional matchup Sunday 
in San Jose, Calif 

Oregon hardly fits a Cinderella 
profile as a Pac-12 program, even 
though it needed to win its confer¬ 
ence tournament just to crack the 
68-team field. Big West champion 
UC Irvine is a more natural fit; 
the Big West champion won its 
first NCAA Tournament game 
Friday and has even embraced 
the approach Loyola-Chicago 
took last year by labeling an as¬ 
sistant coach as its version of Sis¬ 
ter Jean Delores Schmidt. 

UC Irvine will try to accom¬ 
plish what Wofford and Murray 
State failed to do. 

Wofford’s 21-game winning 
streak ended as the Southern 
Conference champions fell 62-56 
to Kentucky. Magee, the NCAA 
career leader for three-point bas¬ 
kets, missed all 12 of his attempts 
from beyond the arc. 

“It’s incredibly disappointing,” 
Magee said. “I feel like if I make 
three of those shots, we win the 
game. You know, a lot of them 
were good shots, and just — they 
didn’t go in.” 

Morant kept Murray State close 
for the first 10 minutes or so be¬ 
fore No. 4 Florida State blew out 
the 12th-seeded Racers 90-62 in a 
West Region second-round game. 

“I was just hurt not being able 
to take the floor with these guys 
for the rest of this season, for 
another game, or possibly two, 
three, four,” Morant said. “But it’s 
been a great season. I really was 
just thinking back on what all we 
have accomplished this year.” 

Even before Saturday’s action. 



Chris Carlson/AP 


UC Irvine guard Robert 
Cartwright celebrates after 
beating Kansas State on Friday. 

the lowest-seeded team left in the 
tournament was UC Irvine. 

The Anteaters have won 17 
straight games and earned their 
first NCAA Tournament victory 
in school history Friday with a 70- 
64 triumph over Kansas State. 

“I look at their ballclub, and it 
reminds me of some of our good 
Creighton teams back when 
we were in the (Missouri) Val¬ 
ley (Conference),” said Oregon 
coach Dana Altman, who coached 
Creighton from 1994-2010. “We 
never thought of ourselves as 
Cinderellas or underdogs, and 
I’m sure they don’t either. So they 
don’t think of themselves as Cin¬ 
derella, and I sure don’t.” 

Another potential Sweet 16 up¬ 
start is Liberty, the No. 12 seed in 
the East Region. 

Liberty rallied from 10 points 
down in the second half Friday to 
beat Mississippi State 80-76 for its 
first NCAA Tournament win. The 
Flames faces No. 4 seed Virginia 
Tech on Sunday at San Jose. 

“We’re not getting too ahead of 
ourselves,” Liberty forward Myo 


But I think we’ve 
earned everybody’s 
respect, whatever 
they call us. ’ 

Russell Turner 

UC Irvine coach 


Baxter-Bell said. “We don’t re¬ 
ally look at the numbers. I think 
seeds don’t matter. I think it’s 
been proven that the numbers re¬ 
ally don’t matter. At the end of the 
day, we all have to go out there 
and lace up.” 

Ohio State, seeded 11th in the 
Midwest region, takes on No. 3 
seed Houston in Tulsa, Okla¬ 
homa. Iowa is seeded 10th in 
the Midwest and seeks its first 
regional semifinal berth in two 
decades when it faces No. 2 seed 
Tennessee. 

Although neither team is a 
double-digit seed, it still would 
be quite a development if Buf¬ 
falo gets to the Sweet 16 out of 
the Mid-American Conference or 
Central Florida gets there in its 
first NCAA Tournament appear¬ 
ance since 2005. 

So there are still many oppor¬ 
tunities for Cinderella stories, 
even if the teams involved might 
not care for that description. 

“That’s the great thing about 
this tournament,” UC Irvine 
coach Russell Turner said Sat¬ 
urday. “You get to settle it in a 
rectangle. And what your seed 
is doesn’t matter. You play for it. 
And that’s what we’ll get a chance 
to do tomorrow. So if they call us 
Cinderella, that’s fine. But I think 
we’ve earned everybody’s re¬ 
spect, whatever they call us.” 


NCAA Tournament scoreboard 


FIRST FOUR 
Dayton, Ohio 
Tuesday, March 19 

Fairleigh Dickinson 82, Prairie View 
A&M 76 

Belmont 81, Temple 70 

Wednesday, March 20 
North Dakota State 78, N.C. Central 74 
Arizona State 74, St. John’s 65 
EAST REGIONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 21 
At Jacksonviiie, Fia. 

LSU 79, Yale 74 
Maryland 79, Belmont 77 

At Des Moines, Iowa 
Minnesota 86, Louisville 76 
Michigan State 76, Bradley 65 
Friday, March 22 
At Coiumbia, S.C. 

Duke 85, North Dakota State 62 
UCF 73, VCU 58 

At San Jose, Caiif. 

Liberty 80, Mississippi State 76 
Virginia Tech 66, Saint Louis 52 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Jacksonviiie, Fia. 

LSU 69, Maryland 67 

At Des Moines, Iowa 
Michigan State 70, Minnesota 50 
Sunday, March 24 
At Columbia, S.C. 

Duke (30-5) vs. UCF (24-8) 

At San Jose, Caiif. 

Virginia Tech (25-8) vs. Liberty (29-6) 

Regionai Semifinais 
At Washington 
Friday, March 29 

Duke-UCF vs. Virginia Tech-Liberty 
Michigan State (30-6) vs. LSU (28-6) 

Regionai Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Semifinal winners 

SOUTH REGiONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 21 
At Hartford, Conn. 

Villanova 61, Saint Mary’s 57 
Purdue 61, Old Dominion 48 
Friday, March 22 
At Coiumbia, S.C. 

Oklahoma 95, Mississippi 72 
Virginia 71, Gardner-Webb 56 


At Coiumbus, Ohio 

Iowa 79, Cincinnati 72 
Tennessee 77, Colgate 70 

At San Jose, Caiif. 

UC Irvine 70, Kansas State 64 
Oregon 72, Wisconsin 54 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Hartford, Conn. 

Purdue 87, Villanova 61 

Sunday, March 24 
At Coiumbia, S.C. 

Virginia (30-3) vs. Oklahoma (20-13) 

At Coiumbus, Ohio 

Tennessee (30-5) vs. Iowa (23-11) 

At San Jose, Caiif. 

UC Irvine (31-5) vs. Oregon (24-12) 
Regionai Semifinais 
At Louisviiie, Ky. 

Thursday, March 28 
Virginia-Oklahoma winner vs. UC Ir- 
vine-Oregon winner 

Tennessee-lowa vs. Purdue (25-9) 
Regionai Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Semifinal winners 

MiDWEST REGiONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 21 
At Jacksonviiie, Fia. 

Kentucky 79, Abilene Christian 44 
Wofford 84, Seton Hall 68 
At Sait Lake City 
Auburn 78, New Mexico State 77 
Kansas 87, Northeastern 53 
Friday, March 22 
At Coiumbus, Ohio 
Washington 78, Utah State 61 
North Carolina 88, Iona 73 
At Tuisa, Okia. 

Houston 84, Georgia State 55 
Ohio State 62, Iowa State 59 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Jacksonviiie, Fia. 

Kentucky 62, Wofford 56 
At Sait Lake City 
Auburn 89, Kansas 75 

Sunday, March 24 
At Coiumbus, Ohio 

North Carolina (28-6) vs. Washington 
(27-8) 

At Tuisa, Okia. 

Houston (32-3) vs. Ohio State (20-14) 


Regionai Semifinais 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

Friday, March 29 
N. Carolina/Wash. vs. Auburn (28-9) 
Kentucky (29-6) vs. Houston/Ohio St. 
Regionai Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Semifinal winners 

WEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 21 
At Hartford, Conn. 

Florida State 76, Vermont 69 
Murray State 83, Marquette 64 
At Des Moines, Iowa 
Florida 70, Nevada 61 
Michigan 74, Montana 55 
At Salt Lake City 

Gonzaga87, Fairleigh Dickinson 49 
Baylor 78, Syracuse 69 

Friday, March 22 
At Tulsa, Okia. 

Texas Tech 72, Northern Kentucky 57 
Buffalo 91, Arizona State 74 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Hartford, Conn. 

Florida State 90, Murray State 62 
At Des Moines, Iowa 
Michigan 64, Florida 49 

At Salt Lake City 
Gonzaga 83, Baylor 71 

Sunday, March 24 
At Tulsa, Okia. 

Texas Tech (27-6) vs. Buffalo (32-3) 

Regional Semifinals 
At Anaheim, Calif. 

Thursday, March 28 
Gonzaga (32-3) vs. Florida State (29-7) 
Michigan (30-6) vs. Texas Tech/Buffalo 
Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Semifinal winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At U.S. Bank Stadium 
Minneapolis 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, April 6 
East vs. West 
South vs. Midwest 

National Championship 
Monday, April 8 
Semifinal winners 
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Auburn guard Bryce Brown drives to the basket against Kansas forward David McCormack, right. Brown 
had 25 points, inclduing seven three-pointers, in his team’s 89-75 win Saturday. 


Midwest Regional roundup 


Brown goes to town, lifts 
Auburn to upset of Kansas 


Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — Bruce Pearl and Auburn 
made another unexpected leap in its rebuilding 
process Saturday night, putting on a dazzling offen¬ 
sive display to take down a college basketball blue 
blood. 

A year after an unexpected SEC title and one 
NCAA Tournament game victory, the Tigers are 
headed to the Sweet 16 for the first time in 16 years. 

Poised under college basketball’s brightest spot¬ 
light, Auburn ran over Kansas 89-75 in the Midwest 
Region to earn one of the biggest wins in program 
history. 

“It’s a big step,” Pearl said. “I know the SEC is 
proud of us. That means a lot to me.” 

Auburn (28-9) had to overcome late-game blun¬ 
ders to hold off New Mexico State in its NCAA Tour¬ 
nament opener. The fifth-seeded Tigers had no such 
trouble against Kansas, pouncing on the under¬ 
manned Jayhawks and not letting them up. 

Auburn had a 17-point lead before the midpoint 
of the first half and kept pouring in shots, hitting 
13 three-pointers while shooting 53 percent against 
one of the college basketball’s premier programs. 

Bryce Brown scored 25 points and hit seven three- 
pointers, and Jared Harper had 18 points to send 
Auburn to the Sweet 16 for the fourth time — first 
since 2003 under Cliff Ellis. 

“It starts on the defensive side of the ball with us,” 
Brown said. “Typically, when we start off hot on a 
defensive end, we start off hot on the offensive end. 
And that’s what it’s been like all season-long.” 

Next up: top-seeded North Carolina or No. 9 Wash¬ 
ington in Kansas City. 

The Jayhawks (26-10) hoped they would get the 
ticket to KC, where they would essentially play 
Sweet 16 home games as the No. 4 seed. Bill Self’s 
bunch got gut punched early and never climbed off 
the canvas, bounced from the NCAA Tournament 
in the second round after reaching the Final Four 
a year ago. 

Dedric Lawson had 25 points and 10 rebounds in 
what could be his final game in KU red and blue. 

“We hadn’t seen an onslaught like that all year, 
the first 10 minutes of the game,” Self said. “They 


rattled us and we didn’t respond very well.” 

Kansas fought through a tumultuous season and 
its first non-Big 12 title in 14 years by rolling over 
Northeastern in its NCAA Tournament opener. 

Kentucky 62, Wofford 56: Everywhere Fletcher 
Magee turned, there was a hand in his face, a body 
in his way, a relentless wave of blue that was intent 
on making sure he never found any alone time. 

Kentucky completely shut down the most prolific 
three-point scorer in Division I history. 

Thanks to that stifling defensive effort, the Wild¬ 
cats are moving on in the NCAA Tournament. 

Magee missed all 12 attempts from long range in 
his final college game Saturday, and Kentucky held 
off Wofford in the second round of the Midwest Re¬ 
gion in Jacksonville, Fla. 

“We wanted to make him put the ball on the floor 
and make a basketball play,” said freshman guard 
Ashton Hagans, one of the players tasked with shut¬ 
ting down the Wofford gunner. 

Reid Travis scored 14 points, grabbed 11 rebounds 
and made two huge free throws with 17.8 seconds 
left to help seal the victory for second-seeded Ken¬ 
tucky (29-6). But coach John Calipari knew the key 
to this game was at the defensive end. 

“If they hit a normal amount of threes, they prob¬ 
ably beat us,” the coach said, savoring his eighth trip 
to the Sweet 16 in a decade as the Wildcats’ coach. 

Wofford (30-5) certainly had its chances, limiting 
the Wildcats to 40 percent shooting (21-for-52) and 
holding its own on the boards. 

But Magee simply couldn’t make a shot, which 
was even more stunning since he had hit seven less 
than 48 hours earlier in a victory over Seton Hall, 
the night he eclipsed the Division I record for career 
three-pointers. 

After his 12th and final attempt ricocheted wild¬ 
ly off the rim, skipping out of bounds in front of a 
stunned Wofford section, Magee rubbed his head in 
seeming disbelief 

“I’m still kind of in shock,” Magee said. 

He insisted that his looks weren’t that much harder 
than what he normally gets in the Southern Confer¬ 
ence. But something was a little off, and Kentucky’s 
defensive pressure appeared to wear him down by 
the final horn. 


East Regional roundup 

Waters’ layup lifts 
LSU past Maryland 


Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — It’s 
probably the same play suspend¬ 
ed LSU coach Will Wade would 
have called. 

After all, it worked several 
times during the regular season. 
And now it has the Tigers in the 
Sweet 16 for the first time since 
2006. 

Tremont Waters drove by 
three defenders and scooped in 
a banking layup with 1.6 seconds 
remaining to give third-seeded 
LSU a 69-67 victory over sixth- 
seeded Maryland in the second 
round of the NCAA Tournament 
on Saturday. 

“Great players make great 
plays, and he made a great play,” 
interim coach Tony Benford said. 

After Maryland’s Eric Ayala 
failed to get off a shot from mid¬ 
court before the final buzzer, LSU 
players mobbed Waters under the 
basket. They could have done the 
same to Skylar Mays, who scored 
16 points and hit a huge three- 
pointer with 40 seconds remain¬ 
ing that put the Tigers (28-6) up 
67-64. 

Jalen Smith answered on the 
other end, sending the packed 
crowd into a frenzy and prompt¬ 
ing LSU to call timeout. 

Benford dialed up the final play 
for Waters, a dynamic sophomore 
who has been terrific all season. 

“The players knew exactly 
what was coming,” Maryland 
coach Mark Turgeon said. “We 
all knew what was coming. It was 
whether we were going to be able 
to stop it or not.” 

The 5-foot-11 Waters got a pick 
from big man Naz Reid, drove 
into the lane and somehow got off 
the winner. 

“I was in the bottom of the 
dog pile, and just the feeling, it 
feels amazing,” said Waters, who 
laughed off those who questioned 
whether he traveled. “I’m going to 
continue to do everything I can to 
help this team win and just keep 
pushing for my guys.” 

Wade could only celebrate 
from afar. The head coach was 
banished indefinitely after de¬ 
tails emerged about him talking 
to a recruiting middleman about 
a “strong ass offer” he made to a 
high schooler. If true, Wade clear¬ 
ly violated NCAA rules. 

Maryland fans had some fun 
with the allegations. 

One fan unhappy with the 
refs yelled “How much did Will 
Wade pay you?” Others chanted 
“Where’s your coach?” during 
timeouts. 

Michigan State 70, Minnesota 

50: Michigan State is back in the 
Sweet 16 for the first time since 
2015 after rolling past Minnesota 
in the second round of the NCAA 
Tournament in Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

The Spartans (30-6) came out 
making shots at a blistering pace 
and were never seriously threat¬ 
ened, a stark contrast to their 
nerve-wracking first-round win 



Will Dickey, The Florida Times-Union/AP 


LSU guard Tremont Waters, 
left, makes the game-winning 
shot past Maryland’s Jalen 
Smith during LSU’s 69-67 win 
Saturday in a second-round 
NCAA men’s tournament game 
in Jacksonville, Fla. 

over Bradley on Thursday. 

The win in the battle of Big Ten 
teams sends the second-seeded 
Spartans to an East Region semi¬ 
final against LSU in Washington. 

The Spartans made 9 of their 
first 10 shots on their way to build¬ 
ing a 20-point lead in the first 14 
minutes. Minnesota managed to 
pull within single digits briefly 
in the second half before Big Ten 
player of the year Cassius Win¬ 
ston took matters into his hands. 

Xavier Tillman had 14 points, 
Winston added 13 with nine as¬ 
sists, and the Spartans shot 57.1 
percent. Amir Coffey had 27 
points to lead the lOth-seeded 
Gophers, who shot a season-worst 
30.5 percent and made only 2 of 
22 three-pointers. 

Minnesota (23-14) had played 
its best game of the season in 
beating Louisville in the first 
round, but it struggled shooting 
early and was hamstrung by the 
absence of forward Jordan Mur¬ 
phy. The Gophers’ No. 1 all-time 
rebounder and No. 2 scorer spent 
most of the first half behind the 
bench stretching his tight back. 

It was the first time Big Ten 
teams met in the tournament 
since 2000 and at the earliest 
point ever. The Spartans hope 
the dominating performance lets 
them move on from the endur¬ 
ing image of Thursday’s game 
— coach Tom Izzo coming onto 
the court to berate Aaron Henry 
at a timeout and then having play¬ 
ers hold him back as he went after 
the freshman again on the bench. 

Izzo should have had no com¬ 
plaints Saturday. His team beat 
the Gophers for the second time 
this season, following up a 79-55 
victory on Feb. 9 in East Lansing, 
Mich. 
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West Regional roundup 

Michigan’s defense 
shuts down Florida 



Gonzaga forward Brandon Clarke had 36 points, with five dunks and five blocks as his team defeated 
Baylor 83-71 Saturday in an NCAA West Regional second-round game. 

Pump up the jams: Clarke 
powers Zags past Baylor 


Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — Mich¬ 
igan’s biggest concern against 
Florida was facing the Gators’ 
lockdown defense. 

The solution? Beat Florida at its 
own game. 

Michigan is back in the Sweet 
16 for the third consecutive year 
after pulling away for a 64-49 
win in the second round of the 
NCAA Tournament on Saturday. 
The Wolverines held Florida to its 
lowest point total of the season. 

“Holding this team to 49 points 
is incredible,” Michigan coach 
John Beilein said. “That’s how we 
won the game.” 

The lOth-seeded Gators (20-16) 
shot just 29 percent in the second 
half and 34.5 percent for the game 
as Michigan, the No. 2 seed in the 
West Region, advanced to the 
Sweet 16 for the fifth time in the 
last seven years. The Wolverines 
are the 2018 national runner-up. 

Jordan Poole scored 19 points 
and the Wolverines took charge 
in the final minutes as Florida 
became the eighth Michigan op¬ 
ponent to fail to crack 50 points. 
Charles Matthews said the em¬ 
phasis on defense began last 
summer. 

“Guys playing one-on-one sun¬ 
up to sundown,” he said. “Nobody 
wanted to get embarrassed and 
get talked about the next day.” 

The matchup of two of the na¬ 
tion’s highest-ranked defenses 
often produced rag-tag play. Flor¬ 
ida played its usual combination 
defenses and caused confusion 
— Ignas Brazdeikis had an entry 
pass intended for him sail right 
past him out of bounds, and the 7- 
foot-1 Jon Teske fumbled the ball 
down low repeatedly as the Ga¬ 
tors swatted at it. 

Even so, the Gators couldn’t 
slow Poole, who made four three- 
pointers, or overcome their poor 
shooting. 

“I thought they were super 
disruptive on the defensive end,” 
said Jalen Hudson, who led the 
Gators with 11 points. “It was 
pretty hard for us to get into the 
lane and really shake them.” 

Zavier Simpson had nine points, 
nine rebounds and nine assists, 
while Teske had eight points to go 
with 10 rebounds. 

Florida kept it close with its 
three-point shooting in the first 
half, but Brazdeikis’ three-point¬ 


er started an 11-0 run to open 
the second that put Michigan up 
43-28. 

“We made some adjustments 
at halftime,” Matthews said. “We 
wanted to shut off the water. The 
coaching staff did a great job and 
we just followed the plan.” 

Florida State 90, Murray State 
62: Scribbled in black marker on 
Terance Mann’s left shoe was all 
the inspiration he needed: Mike 
Cofer, 3-21-19. 

Just a couple of days ago, 
Mann’s close friend and Florida 
State teammate, Phil Cofer, found 
out his father had died after a 
long illness. Mann and the rest of 
the Seminoles vowed to play this 
game, this NCAA Tournament, 
for “something bigger.” 

“We knew how much of a fight¬ 
er [Mike Cofer] was and we kind 
of wanted to embody that and 
play just like he would out there,” 
Mann said. 

Mann had 18 points, eight re¬ 
bounds and six assists, Mfiondu 
Kabengele scored 22 points and 
fourth-seeded Florida State 
ran Ja Morant and 12th-seeded 
Murray State out of the tourna¬ 
ment to advance to the regional 
semifinal. 

After Florida State’s first-round 
victory Thursday, Phil Cofer re¬ 
ceived a call in the locker room, 
alerting him that his father, a 
longtime NFL linebacker with 
the Detroit Lions, had died at age 
58. Phil Cofer chose to stay with 
the team, but he did not play Sat¬ 
urday. He was already nursing a 
sore foot. 

He had a great view of one of 
Florida State’s best performanc¬ 
es of the season. The Seminoles 
overwhelmed the Racers (28-5) 
with their size, speed and depth. 
Morant scored 28 points but had 
only four assists, one in the sec¬ 
ond half, after getting 16 against 
Marquette. 

Florida State coach Leonard 
Hamilton said Mike Cofer was a 
man of toughness, character and 
courage. 

“And when you see the way 
Phil plays, the way he acts, the 
way he responds to challenges, 
you see Mike Cofer,” Hamilton 
said. “And I thought that our kids 
tonight decided that’s what we 
wanted to play for, something 
bigger than ourselves and bigger 
than the game.” 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — Next 
stop on the Brandon Clarke Dunk 
‘n Swat Festival: The Sweet 16. 

The Gonzaga forward had 
five monster dunks, five blocks, 
matched a career-high with 36 
points and enjoyed the overall 
kind of night that earns poten¬ 
tial NBAers millions, while lead¬ 
ing the top-seeded Bulldogs to 
an 83-71 rejection of Baylor on 
Saturday. 

“Is ‘Wow’ the word you say?” 
teammate Josh Perkins said. 
“Dunking the ball, blocking shots. 
He just plays the right way.” 

Gonzaga (32-3) is into the sec¬ 
ond weekend of the NCAA Tour¬ 


nament for the fifth straight time, 
the longest current streak in the 
country. 

Clarke, a junior transfer from 
San Jose State, started the fire¬ 
works with a windmill jam on a 
breakaway that gave Gonzaga an 
early 16-7 lead. 

A few possessions later, Clarke 
took a bounce pass on the break 
from Perkins for a two-handed 
flush that had the Gonzaga kids 
in the Kennel going ga-ga. 

Clark’s final dunk of the first 
half came at the end of a 5-second 
clinic on how to deal with Baylor’s 
floor-clogging 1-3-1 zone. Start¬ 
ing at the perimeter, all five Bull¬ 
dogs touched the ball in the span 
of those 5 seconds; it ended with 
Killian Tillie’s hook-flip to Clarke 


for a jam. It was as gorgeous a 
display of basketball as you’ll see 
all year, and it put the Bulldogs 
ahead 35-16. 

“That’s players having great 
feel for the game and just play¬ 
ing,” coach Mark Few said. 

Ninth-seeded Baylor (20-14) 
scored the first 10 points of the 
second half to draw within six, 
and keep the game in range. 

But Gonzaga held on, and when 
Clarke took a bounce pass from 
Perkins, who finished with six as¬ 
sists, it led to an easy bucket that 
put the Bulldogs up 13 with less 
than 4 minutes left. 

Clarke also had eight rebounds 
and two steals. He lifted his sea¬ 
son blocks total to 110 — now good 
for best in the nation. 


Edwards lifts Purdue past defending champ Villanova 


By Pat Eaton-Robb 

Associated Press 

HARTFORD, Conn. — Purdue’s Cars- 
en Edwards said he was getting tired of 
answering questions about his shooting 
slump. 

The Boilermakers’ junior star had all 
the answers Saturday night. He scored a 
career-high 42 points as Purdue knocked 
reigning national champion Villanova out 
of the NCAA Tournament in an 87-61 rout. 


Matt Haarms added 18 points and nine 
rebounds for the third-seeded Boilermak¬ 
ers (25-9), who advanced to their third 
straight Sweet 16. Ryan Cline added 12 
points, all on three-pointers. 

Eric Paschall had 19 for Villanova (26- 
10), which saw its quest for a third national 
title in the last four seasons end during the 
tournament’s first weekend. Fellow senior 
Phil Booth scored 15 points, putting him 
over 1,500 for his career. 

Edwards has battled a sore back and 


coming into the tournament had hit just 32 
percent from the floor in his previous 11 
games. 

Against Old Dominion in the first round, 
he was not much better, scoring 26 points 
but on 7-for-23 from the floor and 4-for-12 
from behind the arc. 

He found the bottom of the net early 
and often against ‘Nova, making 12 of his 
21 shots and nine three-pointers on 16 
attempts. 

“I wouldn’t say I knew I had a career 


night until the game was over,” he said. “I 
was just so focused on trying to get the win, 
especially in games like this where you 
value every possession.” 

Purdue shot 54 percent while holding 
Villanova to just 20 baskets on 58 shots (34 
percent). It was the worst tournament loss 
in Villanova’s storied NCAA Tournament 
history and the largest blowout of a defend¬ 
ing champion in nearly three decades, dat¬ 
ing back to Loyola-Marymount’s 149-115 
dismantling of Michigan in 1990. 
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It was worth it’ 

No regrets for Kubasaki after runner-up 
finish in Perry Cup » High school, Page 25 


NCAA TOURNAMENT 



Murray State and star guard Ja Morant, 
pictured, saw their NCAA Tournament 
^ _ run end with a 90-62 loss to 

Florida State on Saturday. 

. Elise Amendola/AP 


More March Madness inside: 

■ Clarke, Gonzaga top Baylor, Page 31 

■ Auburn knocks off Kansas, Page 30 


Sweet 16 still seeking first feel-good story 
after favorites dominate second round 


By Steve Megargee 
Associated Press 

letcher Magee shot Wofford out of the NCAA Tournament. 
Murray State’s Ja Morant scored 28 points but his team 
couldn’t slow down Florida State. 

Their exits leave the Sweet 16 searching for a Cinderella. 

The lowest-seeded team to reach a regional semifinal Saturday was 
No 5 seed Auburn, which routed Kansas, a No. 4. That should change 
Sunday as five double-digit seeds are in action, though they don’t con¬ 
sider themselves long shots. 

“We’re a 31-5 team that’s played against high- 
level competition all year, and to..— - / 

we’ve had great road victories a 

throughout the season,” UC ’ I -tj 

Irvine guard Robert Cart- » k ^ 

wright said. “And we don’t / \ 

see ourselves that way ^ ^ 

(as a Cinderella). But we ^ , 

understand that might i 

come with our seed- / 

ing, but we look at r 

ourselves as a high- \ 

level team that can > 

compete with 

pretty much ..J __ 


ACC, Pac-12 roll in opening round » Women's NCAA tourney, Page 26 









